Freedom Poem: Student Version

Based on “Freedom Poem” by Ron Carnell

For this unit of study, we will be using the “Freedom Poem” by Ron Carnell to learn about some historical information and about the elements some found in poetry. 

Before we survey the poem, we will need to divide into teams for some of the activities. The first activity is a mini-research project to help us understand some of the concepts in the poem. (See Activity 15 for daily journal writing requirements. Refer to Activity 15 after each Activity in the unit. Turn in journal writing at the end of the unit.)
ACTIVITY 1: EXPERT TEAMS

Directions: During this unit of study, you will be assigned to a team and become an “expert” on a topic. Each team will research the topic and collaborate to create an “Expert Board” to present to the class when the topic comes up in the reading. Use The Expert Team handout in this packet as a guide for your presentation.

ACTIVITY 2: What makes a poem a poem?

Directions: Scan the “Freedom Poem” text. As a class, join the discussion on the following questions
: 

What type of text is “Freedom Poem?” 
Other than the title, how do you know it is a poem? 
What makes it look different from other poems you have read? 
What do you call the separated sections in the poem? 
How many stanzas are in this poem?

Now number the stanzas 1-19.

ACTIVITY 3: Context Clues

Vocabulary words: vanquished, indomitable, wispy, shroud, profound, placid, and melodious 

Directions: There are context clues in the poem that can help provide meaning to unfamiliar words and terms. For this activity, you will work with your team to find the context clues surrounding each vocabulary word. Use the context clues chart in this packet to complete this activity. We will do the first three words together.

1. Write the first word and stanza number in the first box of each line in the chart (Vanquished: Stanza 1).

2. Find words or phrases in the stanza that may help with understanding the meaning of the word and highlight. Write those clues in box two.

3. Using the clues you found, share what you think the word may mean. This is an educated guess.

4. Now look up the word in the dictionary and find the definition that best fits the way the word is used in the context of the freedom poem.

5. Repeat for all words listed above.

ACTIVITY 4: A closer look at the content of the “Freedom Poem”
Directions: Scan the poem with the purpose of discussing the following questions. As you scan, highlight, underline, or make notes in the margins to refer to during the discussion.
1. Who is mentioned throughout the poem?

2. Is this written in 1st or 3rd person? How do you know?

3. Find some “legal terms” throughout the poem.

4. Is the poem written in present, past, or future tense? How do you know? 

ACTIVITY 5: Describing with similes, metaphors, and synonym/related concepts.

Directions: Similes and metaphors are both ways to describe something by comparing it to something else. Fill in the following lines to describe the concept using a simile or metaphor:
1. The boy was as quiet as a __________________________________

2. The dog’s fur is as soft as a _________________________________

3. The bird stood as still as a __________________________________

4. The cloud was a __________________________________ in the sky.

Directions: Sometimes it is better to choose a more exact words or examples to make a descriptive statement instead of the “plain” word. For example: The wall was weak  versus The fragile divider between was swaying in the wind, the posts nearly breaking with each puff of air.
In this poem, the author makes several references to Grandfather’s strength. With a partner, brainstorm and record on paper words or concepts that represent “strength.” 

ACTIVITY 6: See Say Matter

Directions: You are going to practice a technique designed to help you strengthen your comprehension skills. Use your “See Say Matter” chart included in this packet to do the following activity. We will do the first few together as a class.

1. Write Stanza #1 in the first box under “See.” Read the stanza. Remember to think about what the stanza is “saying” as you read.

2. In the second box on line one under “Say”, write in YOUR words what the stanza is about.

3. In box 3 under “Mean” write what you think the stanza means in the poem. You can also ask questions about concepts you don’t understand.

4. Repeat 1-3 for stanzas 2-6.

ACTIVITY 7: Dialogue

Directions: Scan stanzas 7-13. Focus on the punctuation and share observations in class discussion.
1. What did you notice about the punctuation that was different from the first 6 stanzas?

2. Based on your observations, what seems to be going on in the poem in this section?

3. Read stanza 7 carefully and share with a neighbor what you see and what it means.

ACTIVTY 8: What is Freedom?

Directions: Read the first line in Stanza 8.

1. Highlight the word that means the opposite of Freedom. 

2. Discuss in your group your thoughts on the similarities/differences between fighting for FREEDOM versus fighting against DOMINATION

3. Draw a heart next to the line in stanza 8 that has the word “loved.”

4. What is the word “loved” referring to in the poem?

5. In the heart, write a word that represents what you most love in life.

ACTIVITY 9: Understanding “setting”

Directions: Read carefully stanza 9. 

1. Next to the stanza, write words, phrases, or concepts that describe how the setting in the stanza are related to an effective classroom setting.

2. Tell a neighbor what kind of setting helps you learn best.

ACTIVTY 10:  What is a dictator

Directions: Use the “Concept Ladder” handout for this activity. Before completing this activity, you will have to do some research about past and current dictators. 
1. Write the term “dictator” in the top ladder rung. Work in teams to complete the following activity:
a. Using a dictionary, write the definition in the same box as “dictator”
b. In the rung below the concept, write “causes of…” and list some causes of a dictatorship government.

c. Below “causes of” box, write “effects of….” and list some effects of a dictatorship government
d. Below “effects of”, write “historical examples of…” and list some historical examples of dictators

e. Below “historical examples of” box, fill in two more boxes with detailed information about two current dictators.

ACTIVITY 11: My Rights! You can’t take these from me! 
Directions: Read carefully Stanza 10: Grandfather said, “A man can never take away your Freedom.” In the margin, next to the stanza, think about and write some others things a person cannot “take” from you. Share your ideas with two other people. 
ACTIVITY 12: Time

Directions: Read stanza 11: 

1. Highlight words or phrases in stanza 11 that are related to time. 

2. Discuss with the class reasons why the author may have chosen these types of words in this section. 

ACTIVTY 13: Are laws good or bad?
Directions: Think about laws that people are supposed to obey every day.

1. In your group, list some laws.

2. Next to each law, make a “good” and “bad” column.

3. Tally teammate’s perceptions about whether the law is “good” or “bad.”

4. Be sure to provide reasons why the laws are good or bad.

5. As a team choose one team “good” law and share with class the reasons the law is “good.”

ACTIVITY 14: Mood

Directions: Think about some “moods” people have and make a list on a sheet of scratch paper. As you listen to stanzas 14-17, think about the way the stanzas make you feel, the mood it represents.

1. Next to stanzas 14-17 write the word mood and write some “feelings” words to describe the mood in this section.

2. Now listen to stanzas 18-19 and repeat step one above.

3. How did the mood change in from 14-17 to 18-19?

4. What words led to the mood in 14-17? 18-19?

Activity 15: Journal Writing
Directions: After each activity/discussion, you will have 10-15 minutes to write your reflections in a personal journal. Use the following questions to guide your writing.

1. What was the main idea of today's stanzas/selections?

2. What did you not understand in today's stanzas/selections? (Vocabulary word? Concept? Term?)

3. What did you like about today's stanzas/selections? Why? (Main idea? New term? Style choice? Phrase?)

Activity 16: Argument anyone?

Directions: For this activity, you will need to read the “Bill of Rights” handout in this packet.
1. Discuss in your group opinions about the fairness of conditional freedoms in the Bill of Rights. Choose one freedom “guaranteed” by the constitution and share why you believe it is the most important freedom to defend. 

Final Activity: Reflections Essay

Directions: Reflect on reading, writing, and critical thinking strategies you have learned during the semester. You may use the text, workbook, and assignments to pull key words and concepts to collect and write ideas to use in a reflection essay.
Thesis: I have changed as a reader, writer, and critical thinker during the semester in several ways. 

Composing a Draft: Map out ideas or list ideas in columns under the headings: reader, writer, thinker

Organizing the Essay: Using the mapping or listing, your thoughts into 4 paragraphs: 
Paragraph 1: Introduction (Thesis statement and intro to paragraphs 2-4)

Paragraph 2: How I have changed as a reader

Paragraph 3: How I have changed as a writer

Paragraph 4: How I have changed as a critical thinker 

Developing the Content: Write 5-7 complete sentences for each paragraph. Skip lines to provide room for editing notes during revision process.

Revising the Draft: To help with your revision process, the following may be useful to consider: visit the tutoring center, see your English teacher (if enrolled), or visit the Student Success Lab for proofreading help. You may also want to read your essay aloud to someone to help locate confusing ideas or word omissions.
Editing the Draft: Make your corrections in the spaces between the sentences. 

Rewrite: Be sure you read your final essay to check for flow and cohesiveness. Rewrite again as needed.
