EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING
Control of Nature

Karen Blount (Science) Highland High School

Teresa Madewell (Science) South High School

Based on: “Los Angeles against the Mountains,” a section from the book Control of Nature by John McPhee from Noonday 

	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Applications 2.3 

Write brief reflective compositions on topics related to text, exploring the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.3 

Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents.
	Getting Ready to Read

To provide interest in the topic: 

         Read aloud page 183-86, the first section from “Los Angeles against the Mountains” in Control of Nature by John McPhee. This is a real story about the Genofiles who were trapped in their house during a mudflow that came from the San Gabriel Mountains in Southern California. 

        Quick write (5 minutes): What do you know about mudflows and landslides? How would it feel to be in a mudflow?

       Read: California Geological Survey Note 33. This text explains landslides and mudflows and how they happen. 

CGS Note 33 "Hazards From 'Mudslides'...Debris Avalanches and Debris Flows in Hillside and Wildfire Areas"  http://www.consrv.ca.gov/CGS/information/publications/cgs_notes/note_33/
     Read the following articles about mudslides/ landslides

"NOAA-USGS Team Formed to Create Debris Flow Forecasting System"  http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/briefings/vol6_no2/debrisflow.html
 

USA Today "More Slides Possible, Residents Told"  http://www.usatoday.com/weather/stormcenter/2005-01-12-mudslide-_x.htm?POE=WEAISVA
"Mudslide Buries Small California Town"  http://www.redcross.org/article/printer/0,1075,0_332_3943,00.html
 

      Look at maps of Southern California. As you read, locate the cities discussed. Define the edge of the mountains and look at the proximity of these cities and the mountains. Look at topographic maps of the region. The high relief provides the force of gravity for mass movement of material down hill. 

	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze the features and rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.


	Surveying the Text 

   This text is broken into twelve sections. The teacher reads the first one aloud. The others alternate between stories and information on the situation. 

· Chunk the text into the following sections: 

Using the natural breaks in the text, read each as a chuck and use other strategies. The following titles are not in the book but provide the teachers a guide to information in each section. 

1.   Pages: 183-86 story read aloud by teacher

2.   Pages: 187-91 more examples of mudflows

3.   Pages: 191-97 conditions that exist there

4.   Pages: 197-202  more stories

5.   Pages: 202-15 fire, rain, and gravity

6.   Pages: 215-21 Story of Hidden Springs

7.   Pages: 221-32 The continual rise of the San Gabriel Mountains
8.   Pages: 232-39 Life on the Bajada

9.   Pages: 239-48 History of human development

10. Pages: 248-54 disclosure in reality

11. Pages: 255-65 story of people who live there

12. Pages: 265-72 Los Angeles moves mountains




	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 
Analyze both the features and rhetorical devices of different types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and how authors use these features and devices.


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

Based on the prereading the teacher has done and the title of the section, ask students the following questions:

· What do you think this text is going to be about?

· What do you think is the purpose of this text?

· Who do you think is the intended audience for this piece? How do you know this?

· Based on the title and other features of the text, what information/ideas might this essay present?

Note: the writer alternates true stories with factual information to keep the material interesting and highlight important points.



	Language Arts Standard: Word Analysis and Systematic Vocabulary 

Development 1.0 (as well as 1.1 and 1.2) 

Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.

These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of vocabulary skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.

	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Key vocabulary:

     First, second, and third section : 

mudflow – a downhill flow of mud, rock, and water 

landslides – downhill movement of large volumes of earth due to gravity

debris flow – a downhill/stream flow of rock, mud, water and anything else caught by the flow 

semi-desert – an area that is dry part of the year and wet part of the year. 

flash floods – flooding that happens quickly and without warning, escape is difficult

watershed – the area of land where rain run off feeds one river or stream system

washes – dry stream or river beds, found in desert areas, they only fill with water after a heavy rain 

catchments – an area designed to catch water, mud, or debris to prevent damage downhill 

culvert – a large pipe, usually of metal, that runs under structures to control flow of water

tectonic plates – large rigid plates of the earth’s crust that move and interact along edges

San Andres Fault – a strike slip or transform tectonic boundary, where the North America is sliding south relative to the Pacific Plate

noxious oxides – in the reading context, these are gaseous oxides that react negatively with surrounding things from rocks to human lungs – particularly CO and NOx
microclimates -  small areas within a climatic zone that have significantly different conditions, such as the base of the mountains that receive more rain 

catch basins – man made basins designed to stop the movement of debris and mud downhill 

debris dams – man made dams at the end of catch basins designed to stop the movement of debris and mud downhill 

crib structures – concrete barriers in the steep stream systems designed to stop big boulders and let the water pass over it.

    Fourth section: (Story continues – no new vocabulary) 

    Fifth section: 

regolith – broken loss rock on the surface that has not decomposed to soil

soil - a mixture of decomposed rock and organic material

oversteepened – areas where uplift has exceeded the rate of erosion, the slope is unstable

angle of repose – angle at which a pile of material is stable, it varies depending on material size and shape

Chaparral – tough, drought resistant plants that use fire to thin out dead material and return nutrients to the soil, where seeds can sprout. These plants have a high content of resins and oils that are highly flammable tough chaparral or high chaparral  - higher elevation chaparral consisting of manzanita, buckthorn, scrub oak and chamise

soft chaparral – lower elevation chaparral consisting of buckwheat, burroweed, lotus and sage hard chaparral, 

foehm – a wind that flows down a slope, it heats up due to friction, this heating drops the humidity making a dry wind.

firewind – a dry wind, usually a type of foehm

Santa Ana winds – the foehm of Southern California, winds blow from the warm deserts of eastern California, heating up and speeding up as they travel down the canyons to the Los Angeles basin

drying wind – a wind with low humidity, it removes the moisture from plants

rills – slight depressions on hill sides created by water running off the hill

impermeable – fluids are not able to flow through the barrier

permeable – fluids flow through the material

orographic lift – the air flow is lifted over orographic features – mountains, causing clouds and rainfall on these mountains

     Sixth section: (Story continues – no new vocabulary)

     Seventh section: 



Alluvial fans – the fan shaped deposit of material at the base of mountains. 

Bajada – an apron at the base of mountains where alluvial fans have merged

     Eighth section: 

Granodiorite – a type of intrusive igneous rock. Similar to granite, with a slightly different chemical composition.

     Ninth section: (History of development – no new vocabulary)
     Tenth section: 

disclosure in reality – the legal requirement where certain conditions must be declared to a buyer before the sale of a property

Eleventh section: (Story of people who live there – no new vocabulary)
     Twelfth section: Los Angeles moves mountains
Before students start reading each section of the text, give them several key words to look for as they are reading.  Choosing key words and then reinforcing them throughout the reading process is an important activity for students at all levels of proficiency.  Because the specific use of each of the words in a scientific context may be different than common word usage, provide the meanings of key words for the students.

 


	Reading 

· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text



	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	First Reading

The first reading of an essay is intended to help the students understand the text and confirm their predictions. This is sometimes called reading “with the grain” or “playing the believing game.” Ask your students questions like the following:

· Which of your predictions turned out to be true?  

· What surprised you?

Using the natural breaks in the text, read each section as a chuck.

Trouble slips and book marks will highlight areas of difficulty. 

Talking with the text or annotating the text will help with comprehension. Write notes to the text, asking questions and noting important facts to be used in the later essay. Other important notes are impressions and feelings about information. How do they feel about what is written?

Students should also keep a vocabulary log as this is a vocabulary rich text. 

1.   Pages: 183-86 story read aloud by teacher
2.   Pages: 187-91 more examples of mudflows

3.   Pages: 191-97 conditions that exist there

4.   Pages: 197-02  more stories

5.   Pages: 202-15 fire, rain and gravity

6.   Pages: 215-21 Story of Hidden Springs

7.   Pages: 221-32 The continual rise of the San Gabriel Mountains

8.   Pages: 232-39 Life on the Bajada

9.   Pages: 239-48 History of Human development

10. Pages: 248-54 disclosure in reality

11. Pages: 255-65 story of people who live there

12. Pages: 265-72 Los Angeles moves mountains



	Language Arts Standard: Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development 1.0 
Students apply their knowledge of word origins both to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and to use those words accurately.
	Looking Closely at Language

This text is vocabulary rich. The key vocabulary words are needed for basic comprehension of the science of the text.  Other new vocabulary words are present. Students should keep a vocabulary log of new words and seek to understand the choice of these words when writing. Students’ use of these words will enrich their own writing and comprehension.




	Language Arts Standards:  Research and Technology 1.7: 

Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g. anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	Rereading the Text

In the initial reading, students read “with the grain,” playing the “believing game.”  In the second reading, students should read “against the grain,” playing the “doubting game.”  Having students reread a text develops fluency and builds vocabulary                                                  both of which are integral to successful comprehension.

Once again using the sections of the text as a guide, have students reread each section of the text looking for important points, facts and information they can use for their essay. They can also review their initial reactions to the information and reevaluate the stance they will take in writing their essay. 

The following is a brief summary of information that students should gather for their essays. 

Section 2
A list of damages caused by the debris flows including cars, a botanical nursery, large trees removed, burial of homes, and a catapillar tractor

Section 3

People have moved into a geologically active area. They must adapt.

Man has made adaptations to his own behavior and the mountains to try and deal with the situation.

Section 4 

The story of the Genofiles continues, listing the damages and adaptations the Genofiles made.

Section 5

The situation in Southern California is a mixture of extremely fast mountain growth, concentrated rainfall, the types of vegetation and their relationship with fire, and the presence of man and man-made structures.

The following are important points:
· There is a great amount of variability in the debris flows – not every season, the places change and the volumes differ from event to event.

· Exceptional flows occur at least once a decade. Big years include 1934, 1938, 1969, 1978, and 1983. 

· Things that influence the flows include the shattering of rock by fault movement and heavy rainfall.
· The human aspect of the situation is that most people have moved into the area since the last large event.
· Mountains are rising faster than they are eroding, oversteepening the slopes; average slopes are 65 – 70%. Some slopes are up to 85%.

· Surface is made of regolith not soil; it will not hold water, and plant root systems do not hold it together.

· Lower elevation plants are chaparral that need fire to 

                       Rejuvenate the soil, 

                       Germinate the seeds, and 

                       Clean out dead wood.
· Most fires are caused by people; only 10% are caused by lightning.
· Fires in chaparral are very intense, burning 100’s of acres in minutes. Smoke rises 20,000 feet in the air; canyons serve as chimneys to fires; fires are named. 

· Before civilization, this area burned every 30 or so years. Since civilization, fire suppression has conserved fuel. The fires are now hotter, brighter, faster, and leave a thin blanket of ash and a layer of impermeable soil below the ash. (Waxy materials from plant debris are driven by heat about 1 centimeter below surface where they create the impermeable layer – water proof soil.)

· Gravity is a major force of erosion. Creep is the slow form. Burns increase creep rate by 20 to 60 fold. 

· Rainfall on burned area wets the surface only, increasing runoff.

· Heavy rainfall is the trigger for the big debris flows. Big storms are rare, but when they happen, they dump most of the water on the San Gabriel Mountains due to orographic lift. 

· For unknown reasons, the heaviest rainfall is on the watersheds just burned.

Section 6

The story of Hidden Springs. List damages.
Section 7

The San Gabriel Mountains are made of incompetent rock shattered by faults. The San Andres Fault makes a turn there, kinking the fault and causing compression in the transverse ranges thus forming the San Gabriel Mountains. The erosional material from the mountains travels down out of the mountains to form alluvial fans at the canyon mouths. These fans coalesce to form the bajada that the cities of the Los Angeles basin are built on.  

The major human issues include ineffective zoning, the economic and political forces of development, and uniformed people. The new people in the area are unaware of the dangers and do not look at hazard maps.
Section 8

This section covers more stories, including a story of walls built with stones from the debris flows.
Section 9

The area started with ranches that changed to citrus groves that were eventually housed over. The gradual change from agricultural to an urban area increased the amount of damage and the number of people at risk.

Section 10

Protections are not in place for people new to the area. There is no disclosure requirement for reality companies. It is strictly buyer beware. The Federal government and some insurance companies write insurance to cover debris flows. There are some law suits and local action occurring, but they have been against those trying to help, not for protection.   

Section 11

The story of “Miner Harkness” and his family.  

Section 12
Los Angeles and the area around had been relatively successful in moving the debris away from the mountains. Extreme amounts of money have been spent to protect people and their investment to remain in the shadow of these mountains. 

Initially you may want to do this activity collaboratively as a class.  The first few sections can be reread as a class. The later sections can be done individually or in pairs to compare their results and information.

In the second reading, students make sure to have the facts and information they want to use. Take notes, make lists, and note page numbers for use later in writing. 

	Language Arts Standards: Literary Response and Analysis 3.3. 

Analyze how irony, tone, mood, style, and "sound" of language are to achieve specific rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes.

These activities are also designed to develop the kinds of close reading skills assessed by college placement exams such as the CSU English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Respond to tone and connotation.
	Analyzing Stylistic Choices

This particular line of questioning is offered to help the students see that the linguistic choices writers make create certain effects for their readers.  These questions are divided into two categories: Words and Sentences.

Words

· What are the denotative and connotative meanings of key words?  How do the specific words the author chooses affect your response?

· What words or synonyms are repeated?  Why?

· What figurative language does the author use?  What does it imply?

Sentences

· Is the sentence structure varied?

· What effects do choices of sentence structure and length have on the reader? 

Sections of the text

How are the sections arranged?

· Is there a purpose for the overall composition?
· Does the order of sections help the text or not?


	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of texts and the way in which authors use those features and devices.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.2 

Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.


	Considering the Structure of the Text

These activities have students map out or graphically represent different aspects of the text so that they can gain a clearer understanding of the writer’s approach to the essay’s content itself.  They lead up to more questions that will help students analyze what they have read.

      Descriptive Outlining:

Have students write brief statements describing the rhetorical function and content of each section.

· How does each section affect the reader?  What is the writer trying to accomplish?

· What does each section say?  What is the content?  

· Which section is most developed?

· Which section is least developed?  Does it need more development?

· Which section is most persuasive?  Least persuasive?

· From your chart of the text, what do you think is the text’s main argument?  Is it explicit or implicit?

      Graphic Organizers:

Create a partially blank chart that students can fill in with key elements, such as main ideas, arguments, evidence, key quotations, and responses.  You will need to supply clear prompts on the chart, so students know what they are to fill in.

      Analyzing Their Findings:

· Discuss with the class how the text is organized (text structures).

· In pairs or small groups, have students discuss what the major parts of the text and their purposes are.




	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically



	Prerequisite 7th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.

Language Arts Standard: Writing Application 2.2a

Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages.
	Summarizing and Responding

Summarizing is a very important strategy that students need to learn.  It involves extracting the main ideas from a reading selection and explaining what the author says about them.  Here are some options for teaching this complex strategy:

· Use the “mapping” activity to help students construct summaries.  Show students how to construct a summary, using knowledge about the author’s structure of the text, and then how to respond to the text, based on the reader’s own experience and opinion.

· Instead of writing a response, students can summarize a text and then write questions that can be the basis for discussion in class.

· Alternatively, students in groups can summarize one of the main parts of the text and then work together as a class to create a coherent paragraph that summarizes all the main points of the text.

	Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4

Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.5

Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject.

Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.6

Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion).

These questions are also designed to develop the kinds of skills assessed by college placement exams such as the English Placement Test and the UC Subject A exam.

Students should be able to

· Identify important ideas.

· Understand direct statements.

· Draw inferences and conclusions.

· Detect underlying assumptions.

· Recognize word meanings in context.

· Respond to tone and connotation.


	Thinking Critically
The following questions move students through the traditional rhetorical appeals.  Using this framework helps students progress from a literal to an analytical understanding of the reading material.

      Questions about Logic (Logos)

· Locate major claims and assertions and ask, “Do you agree with the author’s claim that . . .?”

· Look at support for major claims and ask “Is there any claim that appears to be weak or unsupported?  Which one and why?”

· Can you think of counter-arguments that the author doesn’t consider?

· Do you think the author has left something out on purpose?  Why?

      Questions about the Writer (Ethos)

· Does this author have the appropriate background to speak with authority on this subject?

· Is this author knowledgeable? 

· What does the author’s style and language tell your students about him or her?  

· Does this author seem trustworthy?  Why or why not?

· Does this author seem deceptive?  Why or why not?

· Does this author appear to be serious?

      Questions about Emotions (Pathos)

· Does this piece affect your students emotionally?  What parts?

· Do your students think the author is trying to manipulate their emotions?  In what ways?  At what point?

· Do their emotions conflict with their logical interpretation of the arguments?

· Does the author use humor or irony?  How does this affect your students’ acceptance of his or her ideas?

      Other Questions to Develop Critical Thinking

· Questions to identify important ideas

· Questions to identify the meanings of direct statements

· Questions that require students to draw inferences and conclusions

· Questions to get at underlying assumptions

· Questions about the meanings of words and phrases in context

· Questions about tone and connotation

Quick writes (5 minutes):
At the beginning of class to get students thinking about the topic: What is this essay’s main topic?  What do you think the writer is trying to accomplish in the essay?

You can then read several quick writes to the class to get the discussion started or the students can read their own. 

When a discussion bogs down or gets unfocused:  What are the main issues here?  What does this writer want us to believe? What different perspectives are represented in the text?

At the end of a session:  What did you learn from this discussion?  How might you be able to use this new information? 




	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn

Although the writing process can be divided into stages, writing, like reading, is essentially a recursive process that continually revisits different stages.  Much of the pre-writing stage has already been accomplished at this point because students have been “writing to learn” while reading.  They have been using writing to take notes, make marginal notations, map the text, make predictions, and ask questions.  Now they are ready to use what they have learned to produce more formal assignments. 



	Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

Prerequisite 9th-10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5, 1.6, and 1.7
1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  

1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.7

Use systematic strategies to organize the record information (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).
	Using the Words of Others

One of the most important features of academic writing is the use of the words and ideas from written sources to support the writer’s own points.  There are essentially three ways to incorporate words and ideas from sources.

· Direct quotation: Jeremy Rifkin says, “Studies on pigs' social behavior funded by McDonald's at Purdue University, for example, have found that they crave affection and are easily depressed if isolated or denied playtime with each other” (15).

· Paraphrase: In “A Change of Heart about Animals,” Jeremy Rifkin notes that McDonald’s has funded studies on pigs that show that they need affection and playtime with one another (15).

· Summary: In “A Change of Heart about Animals,” Jeremy Rifkin cites study after study to show that animals and humans are more alike than we think.  He shows that animals feel emotions, reason, make and use tools, learn and use language, and mourn their dead.  One study even shows that pigs need affection and playtime with one another, and enjoy playing with toys (15).

What citation format should I teach?  

This is not an easy question to answer, because most students will end up using at least two formats in their college work.  The two most common documentation styles [to avoid repetition of formats] used are Modern Language Association (MLA), which is used mainly by English departments, but is also used sometimes in business, and the American Psychological Association format (APA), which is common in the social sciences.  In this template, we demonstrate the MLA format in Appendix A and the APA format in the introduction.  It is probably best for high school teachers to teach the MLA format, because the freshman composition instructor is likely to require it. [The following sentence goes with the material above.  And again, we do not use APA for all documentation: Appendix A is MLA; the intro is APA.]Other formats that students may encounter are CBE (Council of Biology Editors), used in the sciences, and Chicago, based on The Chicago Manual of Style published by the University of Chicago Press.  The popular Manual for Writers of Term Papers, originally written by Kate Turabian, is based on Chicago style.  When your students are in college, their instructors will tell them what format is required.

Whatever format they use, students need to learn to record all of the necessary information and to get in the habit of documenting sources.  For print material, at a minimum they need to record the author, title, city of publication, publisher, date, and page number.  

MLA Style

Here is the “Works Cited” format for a typical book in MLA style:

Bean, John C., Virginia A. Chappell, and Alice M. Gilliam.  Reading Rhetorically: A Reader for Writers. New York: Longman, 2002.

Here is the bibliographic information for the article quoted above, in MLA format.  The fact that it was published in a newspaper changes the format and the information a bit:

Rifkin, Jeremy.  “A Change of Heart about Animals.” Editorial.  Los Angeles Times. 1 Sept. 2003: B15.

Students often want to incorporate material from websites.  To document a website, they need to give the author (if known), the title of the site (or a description like “Homepage” if no title is available), the date of publication or update (if known), the name of the organization that sponsors the site, the date of access, and the web address (URL) in angle brackets.  For example:

University Writing Center. 26 June 2003. University Writing Center, Cal Poly Pomona.  26 May 2004 <http://www.csupomona.edu/uwc/>.

The author is unknown for the above site [sorry I didn’t catch this earlier] and so is left out.  This entry would appear in the “Works Cited” section alphabetized by “University.”

MLA style also requires “in text” documentation for every direct quotation, indirect quotation, paraphrase or summary.  Many students are confused about this, believing that documentation is only necessary for direct quotations.  If the author is given in the text, the page number should be given in parentheses at the end of the sentence containing the material.  For example, here is a paraphrase of material from the Rifkin article.  Because the author is not named in the text, the last name goes in the parentheses:

It is well established that animals can learn to use sign language.  A long-term study at the Gorilla Foundation in Northern California shows that Koko, a 300-pound gorilla, can use more than 1,000 signs to communicate with her keepers and can understand several thousand English words.  She also scores between 70 and 95 on human IQ tests (Rifkin 15).

An academic paper is most often a dialogue between the writer and his or her sources.  If students learn to quote, paraphrase, summarize and document sources correctly, they are well on their way to becoming college students.

This short introduction presents only the basic concepts of MLA documentation.  Students need access to some kind of handbook that covers the system in more detail.

Writing Assignment: An exercise that can help students learn to incorporate material from other sources is “Quote, Paraphrase, Respond.”  Have students choose three passages from the text they are reading that they might be able to use in an essay.   First, they write each passage down as a correctly punctuated and cited direct quotation.   Second, they paraphrase the material in their own words with the correct citation.  Finally, they respond to the idea expressed in the passage by agreeing or disagreeing with it and explaining why, again with the correct citation.  It is easy to see if the students understand the material by looking at the paraphrases.  Later, they can use this material in an essay.




	WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Reading the Assignment

Many students have trouble with writing assignments because they don’t read the assignment carefully.  Here are some strategies that might help students overcome this problem:

· Read the assignment carefully with students. Many problems with student work, particularly in timed, high-stakes writing situations, arise because students fail to completely understand what the writing assignment asks them to do.  The explanations in Appendix B can help clarify some key assignment words.

· Help students specify the subject of the essay they are going to write. Is the subject specified for them? Do they have choices to make about the subject? 

· Discuss the purpose of the assignment. Are they informing or reporting?  Are they persuading their readers of something? Help students recognize how the purpose of the assignment affects the type of writing they will do.

· Read the assignment for information about process and deadlines. Teachers may want to help students sketch out a timeline for completing the assignment in reasonable steps.

· Ask students to examine the assignment for information about how they will be graded. Upon what criteria will their written work be evaluated? Do they understand each criterion?
· Look for information in the assignment about the audience to whom the writing will be addressed (see “Getting Ready to Write”).
The Assignment:

Write a persuasive essay on the mudflow/debris flows of the Los Angeles basin. Take a stance on development in debris flow areas. 

Choose the perspective of one of the following people:

· City planner

· Homeowner

· Fire fighter/ emergency worker

· Engineer for city or county

Some things to address are the following questions: 

· Should construction of homes/businesses be allowed in debris flow prone areas?
· If so - who should pay for debris basins clean up?
· Should insurance companies write insurance, and should it be required in flow prone areas? 

· Should there be an educational program on the dangers?
· Should there be a required disclosure when property is sold?


	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process.


	Getting Ready to Write 

The following activities help students move as smoothly as possible from reading to writing.  Students may want to refer to their reading notes before engaging in these activities:

· Students should brainstorm ideas for writing and then organize these ideas and the notes they took during reading.  Students in small groups should make lists of pros and cons of construction restriction in debris flow prone areas.  (Appendix C contains descriptions of several prewriting options.)
· As strategies to help students consider the audience for the essay and the perspective of the writer, students should think about what most people know and think about the topic of their paper.  If students want to change the opinions of the audience, they need to think about persuasive techniques, both logical and emotional.  Discussions in groups and pairs can be helpful at this point.


	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Formulating a Working Thesis

Most students will find it helpful to formulate a working thesis statement at this point.  Students can go through their “invention” work to decide what statement or assertion they might be able to support. Although students can be successful with different approaches to writing, a strong, focused thesis statement can keep the writer on track.

Students may want to think about or write the answers to the following questions:

· What is your tentative thesis?

· What support have you found for your thesis?

· What evidence have you found for this support? For example, facts, statistics, authorities, personal experience, anecdotes, stories, scenarios, and examples.

· How much background information do your readers need to understand your topic and thesis?

· If readers were to disagree with your thesis or the validity of your support, what would they say? How would you address their concerns (what would you say to them)? 

After students formulate a working thesis, giving them feedback, either individually or as a class activity, before they begin to write is important.  Potential writing problems can be averted at this stage before the students generate their first drafts.




	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content



	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Composing a Draft

The first draft of an essay provides a time for students to discover what they think about a certain topic.  It is usually “writer-based,” the goal of which is simply to get the writer’s ideas down on paper.  Students should start with their brainstorming notes, informal outlines, freewriting, or whatever other materials they have and write a rough draft of their essay.

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
	Organizing the Essay

The following items are traditional parts of an essay.  The number of paragraphs in an essay depends upon the nature and complexity of the student’s argument.

Introduction

· Students might want to include the following in their introductory paragraph(s):

· A “hook” to get the reader’s attention

· Background information the audience may need

· A thesis statement, along with some indication of how the essay will be developed (“forecasting”).  A thesis statement often states the topic of the essay and the writer’s position on that topic.  Students may choose to sharpen or narrow the thesis at this point.

Body

· Paragraphs that present support of the thesis statement, usually in topic sentences supported with evidence (see ”Getting Ready to Write,” above)

· Paragraphs that include different points of view or address counter-arguments 

· Paragraphs or sentences where the writer addresses those points of view

· by refuting them

· by acknowledging them but showing how the writer’s argument is better

· by granting them altogether but showing they are irrelevant

· Evidence that students have considered the values, beliefs, and assumptions of their audience, students’ own values, beliefs, and assumptions, and whether they have found some common ground that appeals to the various points of view

Conclusion

· A final paragraph (or paragraphs) that includes a solid argument to support the thesis and indicates the significance of the argument—the “so what” factor

	Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, informational, or descriptive writing assignments.
	Developing the Content

Students need to understand that body paragraphs explain and support their thesis statements as they move their writing from writer-based to reader-based prose.

· Most body paragraphs consist of a topic sentence (or an implied topic sentence) and concrete details to support that topic sentence. 

· Body paragraphs give evidence in the form of examples, illustrations, statistics, etc. and analyze the meaning of the evidence.

· Each topic sentence is usually directly related to the thesis statement.  

· No set number of paragraphs makes up an essay.  

· The thesis dictates and focuses the content of an essay.


	Revising and Editing 

· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft

· Reflecting on the Writing



	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.9

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

Language Arts Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4, 1.5, and 1.9 

1.4 Organization and Focus: enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids (e.g. graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action;

1.5 Organization and Focus: use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone;

1.9 Evaluation and Revision: revise text to highlight individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre.
	Revising the Draft

Students now need to work with the organization and development of their drafts to make sure that their essays are as effective as possible.  

· Students should produce the next drafts based on systematic feedback from others.  These drafts will be more “reader-based” than the first draft because they will naturally take into consideration the needs of the readers as they respond to the text.

Peer Group Work:  In groups of three or four, each student can read his or her essay aloud to other members of the group.  They should then complete the Revising Evaluation Form (Appendix D, Part I) for each essay.

Paired Work:  Students can work in pairs to decide how they want to revise the problems that group members identified.

Individual Work:  Students can then revise the draft based on the feedback they have received and the decisions they have made with their partners.  You might also direct them to these additional questions for individual work.

      Revision Guidelines for Individual Work:

· Have I responded to the assignment?

· What is my purpose for this essay?

· What should I keep?  What is most effective?

· What should I add?  Where do I need more details, examples, and other evidence to support my point?

· What could I get rid of?  Did I use irrelevant details? Was I repetitive?

· What should I change?  Are parts of my essay confusing or contradictory?  Do I need to explain my ideas more fully?

· What should I rethink?  Was my position clear?  Did I provide enough analysis to convince my readers?

· How is my tone? Was I too overbearing, too firm? Do I need qualifiers?

· Have I addressed differing points of view?

· Does my conclusion show the significance of my essay?



	Prerequisite 9th and 10th Grade Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3

1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.

Language Arts Standard: Written and Oral English-Language Conventions 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3
1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing.
	Editing the Draft
Students now need to work with the punctuation and mechanics of their drafts to make sure that their essays conform to the guidelines of standard written English. 

· In this case, students will benefit most from specific instructor or tutor feedback rather than from peer evaluation.

· This work can be preceded by mini-lessons on common grammar, usage, punctuation, and mechanics.  

Individual Work:  Students can edit their drafts based on the information they received from an instructor or a tutor. Appendix D, Part II offers them some helpful Editing Guidelines.  The suggestions below will also help them edit their own work.

      Editing Guidelines for Individual Work:

· If possible, set your essay aside for 24 hours before rereading to find errors.
· If possible, read your essay out loud to a friend so you can hear your errors.
· Focus on individual words and sentences rather than overall meaning.  Take a sheet of paper and cover everything except the line you are reading.  Then touch your pencil to each word as you read.
· With the help of your teacher, figure out your own pattern of errors—the most serious and frequent errors you make.  
· Only look for one type of error at a time.  Then go back and look for a second type, and if necessary, a third.
· Use the dictionary to check spelling and confirm that you’ve chosen the right word for the context.  

	
	Reflecting on the Writing

When you return essays to your students, a good practice is to ask them to reflect in writing about the process of writing the essay, what they learned that they can apply to their next assignment, or how they feel about the comments that you gave them on the essay.



	Evaluating and Responding

· Grading Holistically

· Responding to Student Writing

· Using Portfolios

	
	Grading Holistically

Reading student papers holistically is also called “general impression” grading.  It allows you to give a student a single score or grade based on your impression of his or her management of the entire writing assignment.  The basis of this type of evaluation is a rubric or scoring guide, which is used, along with sample papers, to "norm" the readers before they read student papers. In the "norming" process, readers score 

sets of sample essays.  The leader asks how many readers gave each score on each paper, and those who gave a certain score raise their hands when it is announced and are counted.  This process is repeated for each score point for each essay.  The process continues until almost all the hands are consistently going up at the same time. In a holistic reading, readers then read and score papers very quickly, without marking errors or making comments. You might consider using the adapted version of the English Placement Test scoring guide printed in Appendix E as your grading criteria for this exercise.

Grading a set of papers holistically with other faculty members lets you discuss the grading criteria and “norm” yourselves to a single set of scores.  This is an excellent exercise to keep a conversation going among department faculty about grades and assessment.

Having students grade a set of papers holistically gives you the opportunity to have the students work in groups to explain why a paper received a certain grade. Then you might have your students revise their papers based on their group’s assessment.

	
	Responding to Student Writing

Responding to your students’ writing is the final stage of the writing process.  You have several ways to respond:

· Use a preprinted evaluation form to respond to your students’ writing.  (See Appendix D.)  Make sure you include notes in the margin to support the marks on the evaluation form.

· Annotate the paper, and make a summary comment at the end of the paper.  In this case, make sure the marks on the paper explain the comment at the end.

· Meet one on one with each student and review the strengths and weaknesses of the paper.  In this situation, you might keep an index card on each student with your personal notes on each paper.

Using Portfolios 

Having students keep all their writing in a folder so you can discuss it throughout the term is a very good way to get the students to see their own progress as writers.  You might even consider assigning some portfolio activities:

· Have students explain their progress through the course, using pieces of their own writing to support their claims.

· Have students find their best and worst paper and explain the difference between the two pieces of writing.

· Have students revise their worst paper and summarize the pattern of their changes.




APPENDIX A:  READING STRATEGIES

Book Marks: Book Marks can be used to help students think about how they read (reflecting on the mental process itself) and what they read (focusing strategically on content, style, and form).  They can also facilitate a reader’s ability to develop interpretations and aid in their formulation of questions to help anchor reading in the text.  See Burke (2000) for examples of classroom uses.  

Chunking: Proficient readers monitor their comprehension and often “chunk” language–break it up into smaller units–within sentences to help them understand what they read.  Chunking can be used with complex sentences or with longer passages according to a reader’s needs.  Such divisions will vary from person to person.  See Schoenbach, Greenleaf, Cziko, & Hurwitz (1999) and Burke (2000) for examples of classroom uses.  

GIST: Involving five major steps, this strategy is an excellent way to show students how to write a summary: (1) read the passage or chapter; (2) circle or list the important words/phrases/ideas; (3) put the reading material aside; (4) use the important words/phrases/ideas to generate summary sentences, and (5) add a topic sentence.  See Cunningham et al (2000) for more information on this strategy.

Graphic Organizers: By visually representing a text, graphic organizers help students understand textual and informational structures and perceive connections between ideas.  Graphic Organizers can also support comprehension and help students reflect on which parts of a text are most important.  See Schoenbach, Greenleaf, Cziko, & Hurwitz (1999) and Burke (2000) for examples of classroom uses.  

Quick Writes:  A form of freewriting, quick writes are spontaneous, stream-of-consciousness responses to a single issue or related issues (Fulwiler 1987).

Reciprocal Teaching:  Reciprocal teaching entails taking turns leading a discussion on a reading selection with the intention of helping oneself and others understand and retain the author’s main points; it involves guiding the group toward reasonable predictions, important questions, essential clarifications or explanations, and coherent summaries.  See Schoenbach, Greenleaf, Cziko & Hurwitz (1999) and Burke (2000) for examples of classroom uses.  Also see Palincsar and Brown (1984) and Palincsar and Brown (1986).

Rereading or Repeated Reading: Rereading increases comprehension and raises readers’ confidence, especially with challenging texts.  It also helps less skillful readers develop fluency.  See Schoenbach, Greenleaf, Cziko, & Hurwitz (1999) and Burke (2000) for examples of classroom uses.  

Say, Mean, Matter:  This strategy is the process of answering three questions as they relate to a reading selection: What does it say?  What does it mean?  What/Why does it matter?  The purpose of this exercise is to encourage students to move beyond literal-level thinking (Blau 2003).

SQP2RS: This is the process of Surveying (previewing a text or part of a text), Questioning (listing 2-3 questions that you think will be answered by reading this text), Predicting (stating 3-4 things you think will be learned by reading this text and then having the class narrow the list of questions to focus on 3-4), Reading (reading the assigned text), Responding (confirming and negating predictions; answering the questions already generated and asking new ones; and discussing the text with the class), and Summarizing (either orally or in writing). See Vogt (2002) and Echevarria et al (2004).  

Talking to the Text/Annotating the Text/Highlighting:  Writing responses and questions in the margins, underlining, and highlighting key ideas are all ways of getting readers more engaged with ideas in the text.  These ways of interacting with the reading material help activate students’ prior knowledge and support comprehension.  See Jordan, Jensen, & Greenleaf (2001) and Burke (2000) for examples of classroom uses.  Also see Davey (1983).  

Think Aloud: Narrating the thought process while reading a passage aloud can help students externalize points of confusion, articulate questions about the text or its content, and make connections between the text and students’ background knowledge and life experience.  “Think alouds” help make our internal thinking processes observable.  See Schoenbach, Greenleaf, Cziko, & Hurwitz (1999) and Burke (2000) for examples of classroom uses.  Also see Kucan & Beck (1997) for a review of the research.  
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APPENDIX B:  KEY ASSIGNMENT WORDS 

	Analyze
	Break the issue or problem into separate parts and discuss, examine, or interpret each part and the relationships between them.  Sometimes this involves looking carefully at causes and effects.

	Analyze the

Argument and the

Conclusion
	Look at the truth and persuasiveness of the reasons given for a position and the degree to which the conclusion is justified based on these reasons.

	Compare and Contrast
	Describe the similarities and differences between two objects, situations, or ideas.  Sometimes this involves a before and after comparison.  

	Define
	Tell what a particular word or term means in your essay.  Usually, this is not a dictionary definition, but rather clarifies how you are using the term.

	Describe
	Give a detailed account, naming characteristics, parts, or qualities.

	Discuss
	This is a general term that covers explanations, reasoning, pro and con arguments, examples, analysis, etc.  

	Evaluate
	This term literally means to determine the “value” of something, to discover how good or bad something is.  It usually means that you should argue that something is good or bad and then discuss your reasoning.

	Explain
	Help your reader understand the reasoning behind your position by showing the logical development in step-by-step fashion.  You might also be asked to show how something works or how to do something.

	Illustrate
	In a writing prompt, this usually does not mean to draw pictures.  Instead, it means to give examples.

	Prove
	This usually means that you should support your opinion with facts and arguments.

	State
	Tell the reader your opinion strongly and concisely.


 APPENDIX C: PREWRITING STRATEGIES

Brainstorming:  Based on free association, the act of making a list of related words and phrases.

Clustering/Webbing:  The process of “mapping” any ideas that come to mind on a specific topic.  It involves writing a key word or phrase in the center of a page and drawing a circle around it, then writing down and circling any related ideas that come to mind and drawing lines to the words that prompted the new words.  

Discussing:  Talking to another person about your subject matter and grappling aggressively with ideas in the process.

Freewriting:  Based on free association, the strategy of writing for a brief period of time about anything that comes to your mind.

Outlining:  Listing the main ideas and details related to your subject in the order that you will probably address them.

Questioning:  The process of asking questions that will generate new ideas and topics.  This process is often based on the five Ws and one H:  Who?  What?  Why?  Where?  When? and How?

Scanning:  Scanning and spot reading to specifically generate ideas and form opinions.

APPENDIX D:  EVALUATION FORM

Based on the CSU English Placement Test (EPT)
Part I: Revising Checklist—Circle the appropriate categories.



	
	Superior
	Strong
	Adequate
	Marginal
	Weak
	Very Weak
	Comments

	Response to the topic
	Addresses the topic clearly and responds effectively to all aspects of the task.
	Addresses the topic clearly, but may respond to some aspects of the task more effectively than others.
	Addresses the topic, but may slight some aspects of the task.
	Distorts or neglects aspects of the task.
	Indicates confusion about the topic or neglects important aspects of the task.
	Suggests an inability to comprehend the question or to respond meaningfully to the topic.
	

	Understanding and use of the assigned reading
	Demonstrates a thorough critical understanding of the assigned reading in developing an insightful response.
	Demonstrates a sound critical understanding of the assigned reading in developing a well-reasoned response.
	Demonstrates a generally accurate understanding of the assigned reading in developing a sensible response.
	Demonstrates some understanding of the assigned reading, but may misconstrue parts of it or make limited use of it in developing a weak response.
	Demonstrates very poor understanding of the main points of the assigned reading, does not use the reading appropriately in developing a response, or may not use the reading at all.
	Demonstrates little or no ability to understand the assigned reading or to use it in developing a response.
	

	Quality and clarity of thought
	Explores the issues thoughtfully and in depth.
	Shows some depth and complexity of thought.
	May treat the topic simplistically or repetitively.
	Lacks focus or demonstrates confused or simplistic thinking.
	Lacks focus and coherence, and often fails to communicate its ideas.
	Is unfocused, illogical, or incoherent.
	

	Organization, development, and support
	Is coherently organized and developed, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples.


	Is well organized and developed, with ideas supported by appropriate reasons and examples.
	Is adequately organized and developed, generally supporting ideas with reasons and examples.
	Is poorly organized and developed, presenting generalizations without adequate support, or details without generalizations.
	Has very weak organization and development, providing simplistic generalizations without support.
	Is disorganized and undeveloped, providing little or no relevant support.
	

	Syntax and command of language
	Has an effective, fluent style marked by syntactic variety and a clear command of language.


	Displays some syntactic variety and facility in the use of language.
	Demonstrates adequate use of syntax and language.
	Has limited control of syntax and vocabulary.
	Has inadequate control of syntax and vocabulary.
	Lacks basic control of syntax and vocabulary.
	

	Grammar, usage, and mechanics (See list on back for details)
	Is generally free from errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	May have a few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	May have some errors, but generally demonstrates control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	Has an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that sometimes interfere with meaning.
	Is marred by numerous errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that frequently interfere with meaning.
	Has serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that severely interfere with meaning.
	


Part II: Editing Checklist









	Problem
	Questions 
	Comments

	Sentence Boundaries


	Are there fragments, comma splices, or fused sentences?
	

	Word Choice


	Are word choices appropriate in meaning, connotation, and tone?
	

	Verb/Subject Agreement


	Do main verbs agree with the subject in person and number?
	

	Verb Tense


	Is the tense appropriate to the topic and style?  Does the writing shift back and forth from present to past inappropriately?


	

	Word Forms


	Are any parts of verb phrases missing or incorrect?  Are verb endings correct?  Do other words have correct endings and forms?


	

	Noun Plurals


	Do regular plurals end in “s”?  Are irregular plurals correct?  Are there problems with count and non-count nouns?


	

	Articles
	Are articles (a, an, and the) used correctly?  (Note: Proper nouns generally don’t have an article, with exceptions like “the United States” and “the Soviet Union,” which are more like descriptions than names.)


	

	Prepositions

	Are prepositions used the way a native-speaker of English would naturally use them?  (Note: It is difficult to learn prepositions through definitions or rules.  They have to be acquired through seeing or hearing them in use.)


	

	Spelling

	Are words spelled correctly?  
	

	Punctuation

	Are periods, commas, and question marks used correctly?  Are quotations punctuated correctly?  Are capital letters used appropriately?


	

	Pronoun Reference
	Does every pronoun have a clear referent?  (Note: Pronouns without referents, or with multiple possible referents, create a vague, confusing style.)


	

	Other Problems

	Are there other important problems not on the list?
	


APPENDIX E:  HOLISTIC SCORING GUIDE

(Based on the English Placement Test criteria)

The categories of each score are consistent with the following legend:

a. = response to the topic

b. = understanding and use of the passage

c. = quality and clarity of thought

d. = organization, development, and support

e. = syntax and command of language

f. = grammar, usage, and mechanics 

Score of 6:  Superior
A 6 essay is superior writing, but may have minor flaws.

A typical essay at this level is characterized by these features:

a. addresses the topic clearly and responds effectively to all aspects of the task

b. demonstrates a thorough critical understanding of the passage in developing an insightful response

c. explores the issues thoughtfully and in depth

d. is coherently organized and developed, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples

e. has an effective, fluent style marked by syntactic variety and a clear command of language

f. is generally free from errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

Score of 5:  Strong
A 5 essay demonstrates clear competence in writing.  It may have some errors, but they are not serious enough to distract or confuse the reader.

A typical essay at this level is characterized by these features:

a. addresses the topic clearly, but may respond to some aspects of the task more effectively than others

b. demonstrates a sound critical understanding of the passage in developing a well reasoned response

c. shows some depth and complexity of thought

d. is well organized and developed, with ideas supported by appropriate reasons and examples

e. displays some syntactic variety and facility in the use of language

f. may have a few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

Score of 4:  Adequate
A 4 essay demonstrates adequate writing.  It may have some errors that distract the reader, but they do not significantly obscure meaning.

A typical essay at this level is characterized by these features:

a. addresses the topic, but may slight some aspects of the task

b.
demonstrates a generally accurate understanding of the passage in developing a sensible response

c.
may treat the topic simplistically or repetitively

d.
is adequately organized and developed, generally supporting ideas with reasons and examples

e.
demonstrates adequate use of syntax and language

f.
may have some errors, but generally demonstrates control of grammar, usage, and mechanics   

Score of 3:  Marginal
A 3 essay demonstrates developing competence, but is flawed in some significant way(s).

A typical essay at this level reveals one or more of the following weaknesses

a.
distorts or neglects aspects of the task

b.
demonstrates some understanding of the passage, but may misconstrue parts of it or make limited use of it in developing a weak response

c.
lacks focus, or demonstrates confused or simplistic thinking

d.
is poorly organized and developed, presenting generalizations without adequate and appropriate support or presenting details without generalizations

e.
has limited control of syntax and vocabulary

f.
has an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that sometimes interfere with meaning

Score of 2:  Very Weak
A 2 essay is seriously flawed.

A typical essay at this level reveals one or more of the following weaknesses:

a.
indicates confusion about the topic or neglects important aspects of the task

b.
demonstrates very poor understanding of the main points of the passage, does not use the passage appropriately in developing a response, or may not use the passage at all

c.
lacks focus and coherence, and often fails to communicate its ideas

d.
has very weak organization and development, providing simplistic generalizations without support

e.
has inadequate control of syntax and vocabulary

f.
is marred by numerous errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that frequently interfere with meaning

Score of 1:  Incompetent
A 1 essay demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in writing skills.

A typical essay at this level reveals one or more of the following weaknesses:

a.
suggests an inability to comprehend the question or to respond meaningfully to the topic

b.
demonstrates little or no ability to understand the passage or to use it in developing a response

c.
is unfocused, illogical, or incoherent

d.
is disorganized and undeveloped, providing little or no relevant support

e.
lacks basic control of syntax and vocabulary

f.
has serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that severely interfere with meaning

Readers should not penalize ESL writers excessively for slight shifts in idiom, problems with articles, confusion over prepositions, and occasional misuse of verb tense and verb forms, so long as such features do not obscure meaning.
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