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Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR) Grading 
 

 6 Superior 
Generally has the 

following characteristics 

5 Above Average 
Generally has the following 

characteristics 
 

4 Proficient 
Generally has the following 

characteristics 

3 Basic 
May have any one of t
following characterist

Task Paraphrase and essay are 
handled fully and 
thoughtfully with a clear 
and succinct response to 
the question. 

Paraphrase may be 
slighted but not ignored; 
essay responds clearly and 
well to the question. 

Paraphrase may be 
slighted but not ignored; 
essay response is 
adequate, though 
somewhat skewed. 

Paraphrase is 
misconstrued, 
mishandled, or ignore
essay response is skew

Reasoning Thinking is precise and 
without serious logical 
flaws, representing 
strong analytical 
reasoning.  Transitions 
are effective, and 
critical connections are 
explored. 

Thinking represents 
analytical reasoning, 
though it may have minor 
flaws or occasionally be 
imprecise.  Transitions are 
generally effective, and 
critical connections are 
explored. 

Though flawed or 
imprecise, thinking 
demonstrates some 
analytical reasoning. 
Transitions may be 
missing or ineffective, and 
some critical connections 
may be unexplored so that 
the connections to the 
thesis are implied. 

Thinking is generic, 
flawed, and imprecise
transitions are missing
ineffective; and critica
connections are 
unexplored. 

Development   
& 

Organization 

Ideas are fully explored 
with effective examples 
and analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
Organization creates 
fluid and logical 
progression of ideas. 

Ideas are explored with 
relevant examples and 
some analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraphs may have 
minor organizational 
weaknesses, but overall 
ideas are organized to 
create a fluid essay. 

Ideas may be repeated 
rather than explored, and 
development is commonly 
anecdotal and more 
general than concrete, 
sometimes relying on 
addition of examples with 
little analysis. 
 
Paragraphs typically have 
some organizational 
weaknesses but not 
enough to continually 
disrupt meaning. 

Ideas are sweeping 
generalities with little
no concrete developm
are repeated rather th
explored, and consist 
anecdotal examples w
little or no analysis. 
 
Paper has some 
paragraphing and/or 
overall structural 
weaknesses that disrup
the essay’s fluency. 

Prose Engaging and 
sophisticated prose 
demonstrates superior 
control of syntax and 
vocabulary.  Paper is 
virtually free of errors. 

Prose employs a variety of 
sentence types and uses a 
precise vocabulary to 
create clear, though 
perhaps not sophisticated, 
discourse.  Paper is largely 
free of errors. 

Though prose may be 
marginally awkward or 
imprecise, it uses some 
sentence variety and a 
basic college-level 
vocabulary.  Errors are 
noticeable but do not 
obscure meaning. 

Sentence structure and
vocabulary are simplis
redundant, and/or vag
resulting in inexact an
awkward prose.  Freq
and sometimes serious
errors impede meanin

Note:  A score of Failed/Plagiarism (FP) is given when a student accesses research of any kind, including infor

 
Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement

 
 

 
GRAPHIC SUMMARY OF THE WRITING PROGRAM 

 
Students start their writing courses based on their placement:  

Category 1, 2, 3, 4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
EARLY START 

READING FOR COLLEGE SUCCESS 
For Category 3 and 4 Students 

 
English 1000 

FRESHMAN COMPOSITION 
STRETCH 

For Cateogry 3 and 4 Students  
  
   English 1100    +         English 1109 
Critical Reading                   Writing and          
  and Writing                  Research 
           +                         +                   
   English 950             MyLab Writing 
Critical Reading                           + 
          Lab                     Tutoring (Optional) 

FRESHMAN COMPOSITION 
 

For Category 2 Students 
 

English 1109 
Writing and Research 

+ 
                   MyLab Writing 

+  
Tutoring (Optional) 

 

GRADUATE WRITING ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENT 
 

Take a GWAR Course 
 

English 3109: Modes of Writing 
English 3119: Advanced Writing 
History 3008: Historical Writing 

Communications 3008: Technical and Report Writing 
PPA 4063: The Public Policy-Making Process 

ADM 5100: Advanced Technical Communications 
 

OR 
 

Take the GWAR Exam 

GRAPHIC SUMMARY OF THE WRITING PROGRAM 

Students start their writing courses based on their placement:  
Category 1, 2, 3, 4 

EARLY START
For Category 3 and 4 Students

English 1000
Reading for College Success

FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
STRETCH

For Category 3 and 4 Students

FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
For Category 2 Students

English 1100
Critical Reading 

and Writing
+

English 950
Critical Reading Lab

English 1109
Writing and 

Research 
+

MyLab Writing
+

Tutoring (Optional)

English 1109
Writing and Research 

+
MyLab Writing

+
Tutoring

(Optional)

GRADUATE WRITING ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENT

Take a GWAR Course

English 3109: Modes of Writing
English 3119: Advanced Writing

Communications 3008: Technical Report Writing
History 3008: Historical Writing

PPA 4038: The Public Policy-Making Process
ADM 5100: Advanced Technical Communications

OR

Take the GWAR Exam

+




