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Anm 
lN/cholosJarisser, 

CIIARACTERS: 
NYOKO. • )-Ounghpanese gir~ an......, or $hc:llfish diver 
NARIKO, ,young friffld of NYOKO &nd an,a 
IIISA-SAN. NYOKO"t pandmothtr &nd ,ma 
OKI-SAN. NARIKO"t grandnH)IM'r and ,ma 
1:BISU.:ahan~yo,mgrnan 
SAKANA-KA~11 . a suijin or "'ll1cr-spirit 
VOICE OF 0-\\'AT,\ -TSU-M I. god of the st• 

hi1abou1noon 1Jlda~d,)•onlhebcac:h.1'hefour"'1)ffl(fldi,·crssitin 
thc shado,.,.,fsomerock1 1wayfrom1hc"..ier,sharinglu11Chfromalarge 
tray. 

NA RIKO 
Thissuoomonoisreallygood,gn,.ndmol~r. h'ssorefrcshing•flcrdiving 
al!rnoming 

OKI-SAN 
Thal"spickledplum in with 1hcdaikon,it"i a 5nmmcrrec ipe. Looking at 
yourcatch.it'shardiotellyou•,,eb«ndi,·ingat all! 

NARIKO 
Oh.ifyou'dktmcdi"easdcq>1Syouor 11isa-Donot"dh.1,·eplenl)'more 
abalone. 

HISA-SAN 
You koow )OU"rc !IOI skilled enough for1hat. Onl)·old womm like Oki and 
l ba.,·c1raincdlongenougb10di\'e1hatdttp.LookatN)'otO~)'OUIWO 
arc almost the Ame age and look II how m1Kh SM"s IJ"!lffl !Oday. 

NYOKO 
Gralldmolhcr, please ... you're cmburming me and hwting N:aril.o<han's 
fedins-.We'n:b<.Mhgooddi,·crs. 



IIISA-SAS 
\'<$. bu1y011"II bcc·-..:nbcllttlK'XIKascnlllldb> lhclft)ou"ttouragt 
you"llbc1hcbcstillallof lr.u. llnidc<.lhc11,-s nolhing,"onc"ilh•link 
h<,:,hh)rompc!iuonbclw«11friend~ 

/\'YOKO 
l do11'1 w:in1111bc1Mbcsl..ju<1suttcs>ful C'AIIUgh111IUl'Xlanicrhll5hud 

N,\IUKO 
llut all1hisd1,1ni;mal.nld10lhin.ooma,,,.ill,.'Wus! 

IUSA·l>A'< 
WhC'n )'1111 ha•• )OIi• OY>n men. ~1111· 11 no lonJ!C'f ha•·• I'! di,·c ,. jll, your 

\W.e su..- )"" find - you In$ ad "'~ ca 
handle a boln. \\'hen you an: dov,11 bmc11h 1hoc ,.11,·cs rour lire ,.;n be in 
hlfMJ>ds. 

OKI-SAN 
S10pdaydn:a111ingab<)od mc11aJ>d get 111ywrlu,ich. " "eamaal,.l)1 1mxt 
1M righl m~n . V1111rgrandfa1lier$ "il l n:lum from drinking soon and i!"Jbxl: 
11111M:1balon,:forld. 

NAIUl.:0 
i\lr.,ady"/ I can"1 bdic,·e il"J bttn al....»1 :.n hour. 

,\(c,on,ocnmi,ofl.ilcnt 
Qlin1pas11. Aft<-r1 
"hik:.!10ml'!hi•sn1chn 
NA RIKO"s 111cnrion 

NARIKO 
l.ooll \\'hll1is1M1? ll<iyouall Sttsometh1ng oH1·1Mtton1hc~h 

HISA-SAN 
Vcs?hlools lileaman! llc ma)bchunorll<'arl)dro"IIC'difhc,.ashtJup 
on1he;hor,,l ike1ha1. 



()Kl.SAN 
lk "un"t lhrR ,.1,en "c "-= dniQg 1h11 _,,.,... 11 ..ust 11:m, jllSI ~-

NAR IKO 
Cmor1N)'o\..o, k1'1gos.:cifhcnc'Wohclp. 

OKI-SAN 
Bc~fultwlsl 
ThopltiWw.tand 
qvidl)~thr 
bocl)m1ttKlhon:. ~ 
oldc:r,.Olllffl follow 
bchind1hcm. 

IIJ SA,SAN 
This lool,.s-. Nyol.o. run i..o.,..,.. ga ~lllll' fllbfr. llopdull) )"Ollr 

pandfatliffl,.illkback b) 11'elft)011"11rffl and)'OIIII (.ul,n-cn tell llS 
,r,, isJafc io U1Jt1f10r1 him t,,aci. 101hc ,illlgt" forht.llin1, 

111.ACKOUT 
sc1:, 1: 11 

Aboul \"0 ) Car, la1cr. morn ing in a small hul on the bnch. NYOKO and 
l·UI SU " i lc from sleeping on • small pallel. Th~')' ~r, qu k l for a few 
momtnt,,looking•l one anothrr 



EIJISU 

NYOKO 

fou lool,; pn:11~ . 

NYOKO 
(g,ulinga li11k)lllan~ You. I don't knlO" ho,, I ,;an lhiHarl). 

'111Q·tiu/Jri.1f)· 

EBISU 
WoulJyou h~clO~pm,ob.}u"iUln1e?W,l1.l\t<omcricfldlO\o:r 
fn,mycmniay. 

NYOKO 
Y«.Wc,anusc-J0111tof1bososcalfops l ptht.'ffl1100. 

F.BISU 
Thal sound~ good. 

'111<-J,·)lancland. 
EIIJSUIIIO\ntoa 
-llfl0\(111\J 
lllftHooiling. 
NYOKOdn!Mbod 
thmjmnshun11 
!MSIO"c.putung 
..,mm around him 
tcn<kr\)', 

NYOKO 
l'1n5<!Jt:.dyoucamc1omc.Ebisu.li~caKififrom1l,e$<:J. 
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EBISU 
l""!OgladfOU"'ffl'thtttoalhebra.:bdiatda)IOA•cme. 

NYOKO 
llul,)OOllon'1e,·enrememberth1td,,y, 

EIIISU 
,\II I n:m,mb,,r is wakini up and IOO bringing mf I stf1ming bo" Iof<><kn. 
h"-n1IM:besl$1t"Jll.)(!c,·ttn!"11andlhemo51br:Wtifulfac:c l hadc,.·~r 
s«n, Wll:lt ochl'f mcinorindo I ...,.,I? 

NYOKO 
~buln,..1itffl&htcflingtoao1mncmbrr"ho)'OUff' 

EBISU 
I \.noY, who I ..,, , Lam)ourhUSNlldand prolttKlr. I wMC~O\'tt)'OU"hilt 
}OUd,H. 

NYOKO 
lf,~l ws, fe 11hcn l diH "ithyou.h is11if)·ou1r,:of 1n<:s,,,a it~ lf. Thc 
11ca!heris1 ll'•l)lgoodand1hcabalo1wi1abundan1 

EBISU 
Oh,)OUlla!lfl'mc,.GClsomct,,:,,..·ls.ourbn:al:f1S1ismJ). 
~IIISLifff\~lhepo,ridgf- 1AC,lhcirt,,:,,..kio1tw:ftoorandcat_, 

•--
IILACKOllT 

SCI.M: 111 

Shor1/}' ,,fltr b,.·,tkfwl. NYOKO and EBISIJ an:on I small boat in ocean 

NYOKO 



i\111,1 

EBJSU 
You don't ,,ml lucl. \'0Uffirstdi,~ofthrr,1on11n1 i•ah,,1i1ibrbnL 

NYOKO 
lha,o)llUllltlu.nlforlh:u.ljuMSlllandousaHDflMWddclliull 

EUISU 
Don't "'1ln')'. You :artlho: bcstam.11 I lllll" and.tin~ l'mhtne .. ilhJ<lU 

You'n:right.l:•·C'l')lltingwil1bc~IIC'. 
Tlw:) li1und NYOKO 
4,.•nll''Cl'lht,-
0(1.ho:hoat.F.SISU 
""Msiki:rtl), 
pcni111,niolhe 
Wl1Cflltl:!Sioll)1f). 

AftCTamomc111ht 
loohJl'lj'lris<'danJ 
lil~p1a11ayfrom1he 
~. SAf(,\NA-KAMI 
jw,rpsin101ht 
bo.,t.r;atl)in111 
limp NYOKO. SAi.ASA, 
KAMI Jropt: NYOKO. EUISU ........ 

ElllSU 
\\'hoan:)ou?!\\'"-U•ciouOOIIC'IOm)N)oko'? 

SAK,\NA,IU~U 
Don'l)OUn:rogr,i,cmc,.Ebisu•Sam•71La•cy011bttn"ilh1hisrommontr 
solongrh11you"nno1n...,emlx:r? 

EBISU 
[ don'1l"°"'"ha1~ou•n:1alkingabout.lhisi1my"ifo' l1>~deaJ? 
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SAKAI\A-KAMl 
Don"1,.0fl"), r,·oonl) gi,rnher1smalldc.>$Cof'Blxl-lbpoison..Shf:"'lll 
n01bc1>l«plong 

SAKANA-KAMI 
A bcltct '1"'11100 is why h:i>e )OU done lhis •o me? fof 1"0 yc1n h o 
...ntd Ill I~ Oct';ln l,nplom...-ailing for my bc~td l:bisal-Sama IOMum. 
Call)OOlll(II CUnn:mffllbcrlO"hom)W"CffbcUO(htd" 

EBISU$Wlds.a 
loolo(frishw-' 
...tconfVIC'd,cwpiliaoiooihK,~ 

EBISU 

SAKANA-KA~lt 
Yes! 'J'h:.u'srighL,}oudon:member. 

EBISU 
, ,., )OUl'r-... 1he-ocnnkinj!dom- ilall lloodsmyf<mt1: .. l ..cn1sharl; 
'"'"' 'Iii-- toulh oflhc kingdon,_ Ihm"" all cniplion ..... lhc .. ;un.•. 
ro.:bllldll(l(-baucrcdmybcid)_lhtn,..C'f)diins"'ClllbbcLthal 's 
111henlm.n1N,·c-,,:ail,,tduponlhosaoff.~ 

SAK.\NA-KA~II 
Yes. and 1lu1 oom1roon girl found you. Laws mum hoonc. iog,:lhn, m the, 
«can linK(loo•. Yoo oan n:cbim your 1rvc he-rilal!C u a Ki-,pirit. I ha.-. 
l!Clrth~fOf)'O\l forsolORgandshcdsomlln)' tc:u-,.Youdooo1bclonghorc 
~mongthcmoruls 

EIJI SU 
·n,111 i, .. you an: "toflg. This is "he-n: I bdons.. t tu,,•c made a life 



Atnil 

Mr.:. rm Wf) liOfT). but I lo,·cN)okoand my lffC:IIIIOllilhcama.O.., 
dnlinict•plil11$.Salw,1-Kami.bllti1is110t.,~faul1orN)olo·s. 

SAKANA-KAMI 
You1hinl1flcrallof1M~anddcspair)·ouha,·ccauscdmc.)OUC111 
simplycastmfa1idc?lwi ll1101 bcshun ncd! l nc,·crg.s,·cupoofoldingyou. 
Ebisu-Sa,na,c , cn"hcn1hcorxk-s1oldmi:togi,·cllj). 

EUISU 
Yuu should lu,,·c liSIC'ned IO 1hcm. Jonly jltSI n:ttK'lllbcml our old life alkr 
s«ing )OU and hearing )·uur ..<>rd,. We "ere 11111 rtl<'ant lol be iogtthc,-. I 
l- inm) ~tmlmypbctishm-. ldo-lnow•·h) thcpxhm\c 
madc, it1his wa)•.but it isso. Yousbouldha,clll()\edon"ithyourlifc. You 
h.a,·cc111Kd)"OVfo;>npain. 

SAKANA•KA.\11 
l knthisi,U\ll)hov,)"Ollfcd? 

ElllSU 
\"e<.k.1usbc.lfcdforJouandJknow thisi1diflkuh.htitifyoucarefor 
me. you ,.,;11 n,Spc<"t my life and RI)' 1J.:ci1ion. We n,c.u, oolwm IO yw. 

S,\KANA•KAMI 
l'lw:n)wl,:,nma,,icyoirrd1oicc.fon:ifl&mc10h,cinmi!a)'asthconcl 
k:Mlh-ai,:,ppil)wilhanotllfr. 

EBISU 
No. tha1 i, your choi«. I am 11111 forcing )'tlll 10 d"·cll oo the past. lhat i1 
.. i..,huruyou. 

S1\KANA•KA\ti 
tfthal is 00\\· )"00"•11 trl:ll lllfOI\C)'0\10111:Clo\'ed. th<."11 I "ill <kSll'O) that 
whichyou lo,cnow! l li<:d10}oucatli<lf. lll<,1Jla-,k.1kapoi1011lga.-c!>tr 
islc1hal.facn"°"',hcla)' d)ingandl"·ill=·crgi,chcrthcaniidolc.So 
monalmcdicincwi llbc abk to !;a\Chcr. 
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EBISUvioltnlly 
llk~holdof 
SA KANA-KAMI. 

EBJSU 
No!Youmu,iu,·chcrl 

SAKANA-KAMl 
l1isll(Jt l"ho ~Wpov,-cr 10u,·eher.O..lyyoucand«lmyourk,••cfor 
n,eandrc,1um .. ilh,ne10thcoec&nkingdom. 

EBlSU 
l"ishlllC'\wk,,,·cd)OU! 

EBISUsho\a 
SAKANA•KA~11 
viokmlyinKldit 
,.-m,,.-h(-n,shc: 
s10Cimsa,.11y. EBISU 
tl>cnkncclsand 
pichupNYOKO"s 
bodyinhislrm l 
llccmJOU110\Jico 
bcl'o"fflS. 

EBISU 
G!'Ca!lordQ. 'l\:ai.-Tsu-Mi.fathtrlndplofditX11S.pieur.,.·mg,edit 
dQ!hofN)·oko. my k:1.-.:l)· wifc! She is in110tt11tand1 victimofrruel 
jc1kM)! lier death " 111 wrovghtbylhc- hlndsoflflO!hft ol")ourchildrm. 
I lmovi· I lla,·e tumod m)" back on out kingdom. but please show jllSlict! 
N)okowas• ~ughtcr of1bl:sc.a. .. e,·cnthoughW~y1101ha.·ethcblood 
of1hl:jpirits in bcr •·tins. she~ thc0tt&n and spent m..::h oft.er life 
" 'ithinit.Sho,.11sundcscn·insofsuch1dimh! 

Aloud1hund,erc,bf,. 



Anm 

1l1c water)' depths ofO-WATA-TSU-Ml's coun. SAKAN,\-lv\MI stands 
alone. 

O-WATA-TSU-Ml 
Whatha,·eyoutosayforyouractionsagainstNyoko.an innocentmona l 
a!ldlo\"crof1hesca' 

SAKANA-KAMI 
Myvcngcanccwas<lcsc"·cd.Shc1ookthclo,·eof1hcmanlwasb<1rothed 
toawayfrommc. SuchbondsarenotbroL'.enlightly 

O-WATA-TSU-MI 
You yourself know Nyoko and Ebisu did not understand wha1 they were 
doing. Ebisu"s memory was 1akcn from him and Nyokokncw nothingofhis 
previouslifc.Di<lthcomdesnottcllyouthatpursuingEbisuwa,foolish? 
Did you think that i·our will was more imponam 1han that of the gods? 

SA KA NA-KAMI 
What do you mean? 

0-WATA-TSU-MI 
For thousands ofyears. 1hc mortals and the pwplc of the sea ha,·e be<,n :,part. 
Thcgodshop,.>dtounitcthci:ctwovcatpeopks.us;ng1hclovcofNyoko 
andl'.bisutobringthctwoworldstogc1hcr.8u1,yoursorrowandjcalously 
were too grcat 1hat you could not trust our wisdom. Now• the wound you 
ha,·cdcl i\'cr,.--Jtothcmonalsis tood~p. Thcywillscethcsca-spiritsas 
cruel \\'c may ,wvcr be one with thcrn again 

SAKANA-KAMI 
Forg ivcrncfa1hcr ... ldi<lnolknow.lthough1Ebisuwasmi11cbyright 

O-W/\TA-TSU-~ll 
You did know. Thcoradcstoldyoual l younc'Cdcdtoknow.yctyoustill 
followcdafoolishcourscofaction.Forthisyouwillbcpunishcd.Youare 
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fore,·crbaniihcd fl'Qffl 1h,,: o,;can kingdom and will forc,·cr ,wim the si:as as 
a wrmnon ftsh. You will remember what you 011ce were, bul "'ill nc,·cr be 
able locxprcssyourtruc n~ture. 

$AKANA.KAMI 
i-:000001 

BLACKOUT 



,_,.,,,~1~ 

f \q 11fl'!U !141 dn P,,,)ld llu!J!I a.J>q ~iun•od n Sild 0\ SU!.\.11 "pul!S! u1 
uo "lq> t 1W<h ~.\\ ·1m~1,1"'! Jt0011.ul'lno." l os m~S \w 111!4 nil :MU 
•'f"lW J&.11.'1[) U! (nff ;it(.L,. "SJ>l{IOJq S! 4JOJIIO l{I!-" flu!dUS)jOU~ "dlll ltoq 
m11 I IP'!-Y"'l ~I I _·u118' ~I IIIO.IJ P,~ J.>.uu J" "5nl»q P.,,».I,,. 
).\"'ll>nW,,O;U>."i).\tl1J;ll ,\w1w,q-"'ll. "ltllql"'lll>OSu10S ,uruJJ.>lS!S 
pu,,:.;:,4io,q {w~JJ.>l{IIJ (w"oiOIIOUA'!:»fll ll>li.'11- -~ttd•• 
SU!51'0' pull :,pun!!~ 'fl!" la'lq I ,,111 OI IOII ~;»op"'" ~'II""!'"" l»J 
Pl<» 11->lioiJ P"t "'I •U\11...u M4 II~ OI ilU!II••" ION "lllall,)I~\ ._" li'Oli 111 
S)!S."f(l,...,,~M4_,iao:, 01 :>jq,.S"!)'IJOa•UO!ICJIMllJ ,'°lfl:ll>nJ 
U:>.>qpo14 ;)lll()JO\ ;ll!f'lpl!l l ",-,,il ltOq, ISIJ.l,\O :iu!WIU l""'Pf:IIJI 
M~ OI iu!U.,"!l l""""IJ...tl: =111 :,,. ~•.in- lllJ~ I A' •4 
fl"!·"""" •.._.A"! ,u ,q!J.l\11 uoos s:ims P'"!"n "'I•"! p.,.,µ,• l"'t "'I 
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Sicrr,1l11trig uc 

smal l ridc1vfishing00/!1. \\'ecr>dedupina..,fugttcampinllongKong, 
anJ myol<lcrbrother,who"asa lreadyinthc Un itedStatcs.co1winccd1hc 
U. S. g,wcn1mcn1 lO fund both my airfare o,w and tuition for1hc Uni1·ersity 
ofCalifomia.Rcrkeky."Hismcmoricshadmadc 1hchikogoquickl) 

Bc;ondomfami!, andfricnd;.thcdiningroomcrowdindudedthc 
a,tu1c88;csr-oldwoman,Joscphjnc"horanthcRanch"ithhcrdaugl11er 
and granddaughlcr. Now that wc"d finished dinner. i1 was my father, 
mmro1cl las!ol)."'Unlikcllicn'stak."hichn,ainlytoolplac.:half•"·ay 
around1hcworld.pan,ofthis storytookplacerightncarhcr<C".u,)' father 
l>cgan."ann ing1ohisau<licnce. I wa1ched rnyson"scyesgl:vcowr. lk 
"as,ut1eringfrotncltttronicwi1hdr.1w. andwass1illrescmfulthathchad 
n01bccnallo11cd1o brjnghisGameboy.Myfa1hi:rcon1inuo!d."lnthccarly 
si.,tics. I wb working at General Atomic in San Diego. One day my boss. 
1he1iccp,...,sidcnt.callcdaonc-.,1ingandaskedforsom.eone10,·olur11ct!rfor 
aspecial1ask.llaidlo11.c,pec1ingtrouble.kno"·inghowq1>ir\.:ym)'bos! 
couldbe.rinallyJoc!-lenl)"\'Olun1c.:red-hcwasalankyguywhowoulddo 
almosta,,y1hing mgctou1of "-ork .Thc boss har,dC<lJoeancnvelopeand 
1oldhirnn01to,...,adi1undcranycircumstancc. Jlcwas10lea,·eimmedia1ely. 
"i1houtstoppingaihomc. flylOfresno.and lhcnca1<:hahclicoptcrinto 
thcSic'ffll.llcwastodeliwrthcen,·clopetoTheodoreTayor.thcdirtt10r 
off'rojcctOrion. whowas,·aeationingin faolu1ion Basin in two yellow 

\\'hen Joe llenry got hack to "ort s,\'cral days later. he Wb reluctant 
to tell us "hal had happe11ed. but we gathered that n01hing had gone as 
planned'" 

Al 1hispoin1. whilcwmcof1hcau,fancc11asfidgcting.Joscphinc, 
brokcin,hc,,·oiccdistant.hercycssecingasthoughthroughawil oftimc 
-Couldhcha,·cbccnthcstrangcn,anwhoshowc-duphercloS1-lookingfor 

yellowtcn1sinholu1ionBasin11hcnmyhusb,1ndwasS1illali,·c?l1hinki1 
wasl%4or65.Hewasa1allskinnygu;·,ridingahorsc.d,...,.scdinasui1 
and1ic.andcarryingon lyabricfcase . Youcan"11akcahdicop1crin101hat 
ruggcdarca-"hichmusiha,·cbccn11hy hcwaso11horscback.Wclaugh<,d 
atthcjrnagcforycars. butnc,-crcoul<lfigurcou1 "·ha1hcwas upto . fk 
seemed likeanrnnonamission.butourspecula1ion$, includ;ngspyand 
<lc1ccti,cgotusnowhcrc" 

Ma11wassud<lcnli· alcrt.almos1asthoughaswitchhadbeenflip!)(d. 
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Sicrrn Intrigue 

..Spy?Dc1,-c1i,·c?Wha1happcncd?" 
~!)fatherseemcdsurpriscd~ hisstoriesdidn'tus.uallygetlhiskindof 

rcspons.:and!hishad happened almost hal(accnlUJ)' ago 
The \.IOI) look on a s1r,,ngc r,:;,li1y for tht rtSt ofus. lkforedillllff \IC 

had~1kcdin1hchOlsprings11h ic hnHrloohd1b.,m.,:,k11ith ,·ic" 10f1hc 
$00\''capJJNSicma. l 'llesoak had slightly ~oorminds.bu111cwf!c 
stillstifffrom1twhi~cin,andno\\' \\'CS-al\isualiiinglhis mantalingthc 
same du~t)' rou1e we had. astrilk a horsc.drcwd UI a suit 11111 tie 

..\\'clr.m) fad1crcontinucd."hcmusthncfollowcdynurdircct ir,ns 
and ncmually foutld the twnycllow tents in 1he !unar•likc 1crrainof 
fa•olu1ion Basin.By1hcni1wasdusk.ormaybemoonlit.faot111ionBa.in 
is still many miles in from h.:,rc. On dchcry, Joe fouOO th>! the m~g<' 
he lladc~cd informC'dThrodon,,Ta)lorllta1 he\\'Hfin:-d! ll isproposal 10 
propel a rocket 10 the moon by e.wloding a1omic bombs l\\'O hundm! fM 
bchiJ>d 1he rcx:kei I.ad bttn n:jcctcd. The spac,:, ship he em·rsion«I "°"Id 
hove held as many as I SO people, wi1h lhe ini1ial pla11 calling for mi,1ions IO 
Mars by l96S 11111 IO Salum b)• 1970. lbc gonmment wnsidcn:-d his iika 
1oori$ky.Why1hebo,scooldn'1lc1TcdandhisfamilycnjO)'thcir,·aca1ion 
in pe:i,;c bcfon: getting the n,..-s is still I m)·st.:ry IO me-but my bnlS 11~ 
Jikethal.~ 

Mauwasrca lly tuncdinnow: .. Arocke110thcmoonfuclcdb>•ln.tni,; 
bombs! You'ngOI to be kidding. Th1t'slm,.,!~ 

" l1 's arniraclc1hcydid11'1try! .. Joscphi,icc.wlaimcd."Thcy\ctrit'<l 
juS1aboutc•·"')1hingtl:ie!"Myfalhcroocldtdwccnt.lhadim:>gincdm) 
fa1hcrand Jos.:phinc 11·ouldbc instantly bonded by1h¢11Q\'Clt)·ofag~ in the 
n:mo1eSicrra.l>utun1ilnowthcr$ttm<dabitdistan1~ pert,apsproic.::1ivc 
or11>c1nritoryofinnumc111bk-ycars 

Ac1ually1Mr,omnimtsdo usc nucleartn"'l!) for powering roclns." 
broke in Hien, Malthough IIOlon !he kaleofProj<:<:'1 Orion. They ar,:just 
quiet about i~ Jinct C'll,iroomcn13lim prottSI CHI) time the)· gel 11ind of 
i1.Thcn:an:scitn1islstoday11hothinki1"as1hugemistakcllOl1orrocecJ 
with thcOr ionrroje,;t ... 

Sikn~11-asheavyas11·c madcour"-a) outof1helogbuildingin10 
11>cinkynight.Joscphincleftforhcrhou,;c,andNoallandhispar,:n\ssaid 
goodnightandheadcd1owards!hec.abins. Thcrcstoh,sstoppcdio,it"lhc 
J~nscly pxkcd Milk)' W~y. sin ing on !he rocks of an unlit campfire cin::lc 
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Sierr,, lntr ig ue 

·Doyouthinkthcreisintclligcntlifooullhere'rMattaskcd 
··1·m quite ccna;n there is.» Hien answered. "The uni,·= is mostly 

com po~ of the same elements tha1 make up our body and il is so vast that 
lhcrcisbou ndtobeothcrintclligentlifC 

Ashootings1arstreakedacrosstllesky.k-avingagr,,entrail.inspiring 
Ilion tocominue. ··Our sun and Jupiter act as sentinels, with their gravity 
warding off meteors 1hat mig.hl otherwise: hit us. Without them. wc·d be 
prcny,·ulnerabletothcimpactandradiationof a targcmClccr. lf thccanh 
wasthcsi1.eofabaskctball.1hecrustwouldbeonlyasthickasahuman 
hair.·· 

··If we ha,·c a son. we should name him Jupitcr,M Lin quipped to 

Man ,uddcnlyrcaliicd tha1Noahmustha,·c1:>ttnscriousaboutnot 
sharingthccabinwi1hh im.withthcsnakc"s whcreabou1sunkno"n." l d011·t 
ha\'o toslcep inthccabinbymyselfwiththcs.nake do lT"hcaskcd.hisvoicc 
soundingt iredand,·ulnerablc 

··rllshareyourcabinwithyouand thesnake. ifyouwant".myfather 
answered. Man looked rclic,·e<I and the two of them stan,-d across 1he 
clearing. MThcre's noihing like seeing the stars in the SicrraM I heard my 
fa1hcrmunnurastheywalkcdoff."lthinkwccanseeforcnr." 

Uibliography,lfyouareintcrt"StcdinProjcc10rion.checkou1thc 
book: Dyson ,Grorgc.ProjmO>-Wn, The TrrreSwryoftheAlomicSp1,ceship. 
Henry Ho lt & Co., NY. 2002 



I .O\ 't'Of iJfe 
.,«11\i1"m~ 

.,.,-;-,,-hos,, 1,c~utiful s. ilwr•s.lrca•fd ,ni,1-Jcwcd "in1~r m,>mings "hen. 
UJ,he f0¥Lat1I) btboff1hcdampS1r«t!and)OUr~<1.hon,) fromf/.,lccp. twistopea hSc a 11m,~cork aJl.d ,be SU'1•fillc,J windov, 5rcm,nd 

)OUlhl1oda)"inbeoncoftlioscdaysyoulon.Wi1hcoffcc.lhen""spapcr 
anda1oas1,-dbluel>CIT)·bagel.)ourisc"ithlhcsun 

Glorious gold-gleaming afiemoons "!:>en the suu sits high o,'-'ffiCad. 
P.,0\:1m1ing)Ourocalp.)·Ourback.wanningiou•H"'·nlilca"-armJK\IW, 
Afiemoons nhcn you he listkSily. n:,tding Dickens or the nc1»paper. UH Iii 
)'Ouf,~l)OUatt"a1chingas1n:amingmo>·ieinyourminil.mtffl.lin1n1 
)011rsclfinfar-offn.·la1ions:offic1io,1~of1licworlJs.Aflcmoon1"hcn)·ou 
O\:glecttbc<OOIO·er.plungcin10tbcpool.lie0Ulin1hc,;unon)·ours1on1ach 
~nd slc-.:p.slecp.slccpwiththcco11on-candycloud,w,.il:inglhrough1ho.· 
ccrukansl.y"hc"'jtl'Jr:1"curlicuesooanvu~ca1m11.Aftemoon1"hon 
)'Ou walk u,~kr the ~ml$ ofccn1ury-old ~bon Ille sh.1ih:d. spik)· bu.ks of 
bull.\"dgra"tflyoursandals and1wimsuir.ne,crchanging.neverdc1iring 
achauge 

l\hh ... lhc .. ind-\\·ecpingnights:..,n1uou1.cimilla1ingnigl,1s"hcn 
11>< .. indcrccpsulldcryourshorlsandsl<inslikc,spidcrs,1ickling)owicgs 
like l:td)bugs. blo\\ing on ,-ouram11 like amor·$ lips. ,.-3,•ing rour loog 
moon-~ln!al...J h3ir like I war-winning Hag. Those nights "her, lim< ni!-ls 
ooli 10 those 11ho sleep: sinin~ out i.10 in )OUr bad.yard around a ~n.ap-
sp.arl.ling fin: w·ith friends and ti«r. ,.i,hgirlsandm~l}-n1elodieson 1hc 
~ui1ar. singingsor1gssing,-d wi1hfrccJom. \\'bcnlhc1noon.likcac0110n-
ball =s ,.1,cc1.Jilc ellipli<:all) on11'3rds and fon,,·tt. V.'hcn 1hc p;ne 1n:,, 
Janee with )OU like lodiaus.. ""'"ing tbcir long pine-prickl~ pin-neC'Jlcsat 
) 'OU lite oc1op.,s arms. swa)ing si lkilJ a, if ~wimmin~ un<kr,,oicr. ·100,,: 
nill)>ts "ith 1imclc1s con,·erutions and ctcmal frier•.b: nights lha1 
s«m1omo,·cwi1hrhemoonandshine\\ith1hc1tar>. 

Yourisc\\ithlhcwa. 



Afming,,l ,\1orallty 
.Ao1\UJf»,~ 

.t/,/)dcam,iliuleSophi,,• 

~/ 1/t ·rhi,last"«i:lwbwlqoitcdiffC'l'ffltfNmlllconlina')· 
hfcyou"cn,accuswmcdto.l'n'Sffldy.as)·OU;ithcn,onrn)bcd. l = 
1,lil1h1;loom inyourdcn1c~rl()fl1ifa1;hado,,hMbttnc1<10,·cryou. 
and the km.13diant though it 1w h«n. lw ,:,,:asc,d 1o!oltineon 11w pmly 
linlefac,:ofyours.lnfact.\\Ut1rulybrougl,lthis10,ny1m:,11ion " ·.u 
tti..dr.utic "nlMrchlngc thiSC\'Cning: the iil).•ld1011Jh bd,ind me SI ill 
bl~. looked om,nous 10 (II<, i<>Ulh .u I can,c ho1nc. quite liLc a p,i,iming 
ofachan:o:il•blacl:Slomi"ilh.ootrain:asifllw:anh,1hadS1iw,afWhis 
Und®"n""nh on 1hc ~•·as.And •••hen I par\NI. I SI"' )"OU s.ining in 
solitude~· \M door. ~tied up 1M "11) }'OU al"l)S lf'C "ith )Ollr pr,,s 
n,cLi,d undcrnc:ath )W. You,,,_ muad. The""' "°"'I hick ron,..,.. 
ffl)<k~Sophia:yoursadnn:swillpassas1M"'indb6cn<is 1Mclol>dslil:.-
11,1iis.Ow ~)S"1llooonbcbrigh111j;.1in. 

You "'·etc fon:cd10 gr, along "i1hChclsi:a.or1t lcut to coexist 
c~r1m·cl).Thispro,·cdatduous:1ndaftcrsi:vcnycars.c.'-1'ludi ng 1his 
laM mootl1, 1hings bet" """ you two, J!:new, were ,1ewr going 10 get any 
bc11~,. You. Sophia." homeless girl " ill, a bc~ uli fol cu lico CO,ll, came 
pro,,tini: in my firs! lhkcn:ficld apanment s,:n,m Sunday aflcmoon 
and made yout$Clfat home on myo:,uch. You mtctcd "') life and bccmK 
ffl) rornpanion. You ll:an$ho\onmc lo)111fy l ffl)Vlfnc,crbc:forccl:ncw 
from >11<h I girl. I am f'Of'), Sophia; IIIO\ing houses forrc,.I a flaming 
J•CNion:)ou i"''adcd Cllclsel'sclaimnl1ctTW)f): U!Chadn't.until 
r«mll). C\ff>toppcd-inJ)OU.AndfromWbc:11:inning.Cllclscao 
nl'\ffl{IOl,.c10yoobu1gwcdatyoo"ilhglo,,,·ingyclio..C)'t1; andshc 
ttxnt<:d me for bcin5 50 close 10 )""· This dilhannony I undcmood 
" OUklnc,·crcc:isc:1iktthe rd:Hionshipofcoomic,.,n,,n.>r,itd""Omcn 
and !h~it50flS. fon:cd10 li,·c "i1h sicpfa1hcrs, "hich failiofunction. 

Such"·,slifcin ourhomcbet"«n)'OUJl:irlsfor1hcn,,,Msc,·cn 
)tJts. Yoopa"odat1n)do«1nd slcp1ondc,mca1h1ny~ }'OU JIC 
r11K)Ftast fromadcanpb1cll1idou1cs~i.:ill)forroo:andyou 
made sun, n01 10 in,·aik Chcls.ca's s«1ion of the housi:: her couch, in 
paniculat. Str.lnl!<'IY, "hen >-OU , ..-owett0111~io.k,di~p111Ci ""'re unheard .,. 
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Ai111ing,1 t /1,·lomli t y 

I bet you don 't rcmc mbcr !!ml mo;;t unplcasanl ncning wht.'fl 
Paris. ha,ing tried c,·c~ possible solution. and ancr fourmomh1of 
se rioussquabblcs.s1uck )OU both in011tb:ithroomandshu1 the door 
onyoulikct"ocnemypitbulls 1raplX'(linanapanmcn1.You.b.:inglhe 
dcbu1sntc)ou~rc.couldl>Ofbclicvchi:;;audacit)!YoubolhjuS1 sa1thcrc 
nr,d I. worried lo dcmh. paced arouud 11,c hous,:,. wondering how loog I 
cooldtakc1t,,,.1onurcbcforcsM!chiHgyouou10ft ll rn,ti l c ab.1by bom 
bcncmh water. Jt moSI lu"c b«n a"full) uncomfortable for you. poor 
dear. f'arissaid he had "'ndaboutthismcrhodinacrediblcmagaii11c, 
and he maintained 1his lhmugh my endless inquisi1ions (I aswr<c ) OU), 
"n1ilfinally mymo1hcr arKl l couldnotcndurei1:mylongcr. l opeJIOOlhc 
doorburricdlya;;ifrcscuingagirlfrom afire and 1o my surpri:;c,)'O<I 
lwo wcrc sining then:. eye to~)'-', as ,;.almty as siUiHg ducts. Chcl:;ca 
" -M ,,.,arcs11hcdoorundshcconlyrc,·crscd<>ullikeadawa1adri"ci11 
movic;yoofollowcdrigh1bchind.tai lga1inglikca,,angrycx•girlf~nd. 
hwas qui1carim.no banndonc.bur youcoo ld nocbdic,·cd1:11l-
foryouassun1cd i• was l--had putyoo through wchan in1olerablc 
aftcmooo. Yoodidn 'tsl«p inmybcd forthrttdays. 

Aslam lyingherewri1ing 1his ..·i1hasil1ysmilcs1r.:ak ingncross 
my checks. you arc gazing at me a, if I were an ulle(!uca!M buffoon. 
";11, two odd .squares of glass hQoh..J .iround my urs. pressing bunons 
onacumbc-rsomcobjc,;1tha1 ista1 ing up1oo much sp.1ccinmyJ•p 
forJ'IJu.Bccausc.af1crall.c,·erylhingisabouryou.i1itnot.m) 
lady? 

Yoo,m·IIK:pr<c!licSlgirlon the block:thina.ndfitand far from 
lazy. Yo11ha ,·cmanncrs. too.(uc h1<fotgyourhorribkhabi1ofcla"ing 
the arms ofour whitcrouch to sharpen 1hose nail ~of)ours): you " ipt, 
yourfet.'lbcforu cominginOOOl'$.youbathe)OUrscl f. a00youll3,·cc,·cn 
alto..cM me to pct yoorstoinach without scr11tchi11 g or bi1ing. sonmhing 
11uitcunacccpiablc,,,henyoulirs1mo,·cdin. Youronl) faul1,iflmar 
say. is 1ha1 youya pi11<,cssantly\\hc11you'rchungry.orifl c,·cncomc 
c/ru~mthcrcfrigcra1or.forh<:a,·C1'·ssake: lcam10 fttdy{)Urscln ,\nd 
"hat"s mon: is that, yes, I cat turkc) sand"ich~-s. and I undcr,,tand. 
darling.youlo,·e1hc smcllbcc•usc)OUl00ka1mc"i1hthosccn\'iOus 
eyes. but,w, yoocannot ha,·c any tur lcy! You may be fine, hue not a~ 
fincas pcppcrcdturkc)'!l"mgctting off trock: l ama"foll)'S0n). Your 
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Ai ming ,it Mom lily 

lusc:iouscalicocoatisPf'"iou~dcar. lpanicularlykwcho"' )"QU rpa"'S 
~reall d;ffertntcol=:gray.blonde, blackand"hite,andyourculclinle 
fingers arc al l "hilc. 100. Your s1oma.h complements you " ·onderfolly; 
indeed. it isas11hitcasthcn,ilk l gi,·eyou for)·ourstn)nglirtleboncs 
Yoodo.howe,-er.ha-·c1co"tic:kinthcccntcr ofyour -notunlil.:ea 
mini Mohawk. if I may pul it so rudely. Your hind kgs look like rabbit 
fee1. And.:osofrttal!ly,)'OUWCffin,-ol,·NI inafigh1"·ilhanoo!Sidcr 
1hatplC'f'CNlthe1ipofyourear.surcly l wouldnotdare1.1kcyoutolhc 
ve1cri~antoge1thatsov;n.Youdonot " ·c:1r a collarcithcr.becausc l 
wouldnc>'cr1teancon~around thatprenyncck ofyours. 

Bm t ~m digreMingbecausc, as ofla1e, your spirits hl\·c bo.-.:nqu itc 
low. You'rebe ing too h&rd onyoursc lffor1hatinddcnl)"Ou witncssed 
ltwasootsup~ 1ohllppcnsob:irbaricalty.J"·il1confcss. Trybeing 
0primisiic.ifany1hing.formc. 

Yous«. lremcmbffChclsca.,.ilhrcspect:Shcwa,110Ugh•••oman 
" ho hads«Uthc " ·orld. Do)'OUrcmember. Sophia. w~ wcmo..-ed in 
andChctsn.app.-.llcda11hclhoogh1.hidundcr lhcdttkinour bac:kyard 
fora momh? We thought sh(, had n.,n •" ·ay! Finally. she came out~ 
and skinny and hungry. Poor thing! But that's how I rcmcmberh-1,r: 
resol ute an dunAinching.agoodcal. 

I madeancmp1sat fricndshipwithChclsca.a lthoughyou"·ou!d 
havcooncofit. l s.a1wilhhcr1 fcw timesonhcrcla imedcouchandpetted 
her gently. She " 'IISNQ(lhc friend lies! woman. Somecimes. howe~er. sh.I, 
" °"Id swid up and sit on my lap. purring like• moton:~lc. fa't'f)' i i= 
th is happc,ned you were sulking around the comer, suringjulously as 
iflhadjustfedheryourfa,·oritc 1ur\:ey.Andthcn."~lgotup,shc 
wouldnmoffandyouwooldchaschcraround thehouscasifplaying 
1ag. 

Bui 1hcn. Sophia. you no1iced something stmnge in Chelsea. 
because you ne~er again se~amcd at each other: )'OU e,·en ate from the 
$8 mcbo" ldoringlhc laS1catalOnic month ofChclsca·s 1ife:1flershe 
was diagOOS<"d with Lymphoma. I mnember brushing my hand down 
hcrhld.feelingherbumpyjpinc likerowsofknuckks and"·itness.ing 
her "-eight steadily decline to• sulking corpse. Ucrgloom instilled 
gloominlhosewholooked11thtr.Shclimped110Vndlikeahung-0\·cr 
bum,wishlngshccoulds"·• llo--·justa dropofwater,orutjus1abitc 



J\ im\ng nl Mor,tlity 

:a':::·1~:::~::;:::i:1:,::...~;::=i;;:,7. 
l'mno1~""'-ywL11<,.,Sophia:ChdSC1""•d)·~Y01tmusi 

lulu: srndk,d ii in 1M air liLf a gl!0$1. Yoo·,.- aJ,.ays bc,cn intuirl,c. 
Y011",c doubt~ pcrl.cd In( up rouni~ times. \ 'ou didn't..,., death 
l>leCl,c,lsca, no,butyw lllC"' w ..-..,onho:r ..-.ytoMl<ncplxcfar 
rromhcrc: liLcl'ffT)Smilhh<,adin,for~pllo•,•s.Andlllrougltthi... 
)°" lc1mcd empath) for an C'ftrnl)". A 1es6o,, you "ill 11<.-c1· forget. 

Onc~1ormyMooda} 111J;ht.thcn:,.1HaMr:1ngcrino..-houk"ilh 
  

.ll caliber b11lk:1s. Uis motal,slc<,l din "as the color of dc...-11-sand.. 
   

didno1$13ylo,,g. l n:ffl(mbl,rmymom"·a1crying; l"-..,do,ponda>t 
llu1 Sophia: you wro: r.,.;ina1N. You .. hm,Chcls.-a ,u,going. 
lklth,.ashcn:inourhousclha1night. 

M)mom11ndl C(lu ld11 ' t hcar1obcpttf'Ollt"'hih:1!,cs1rar1g,-r"a< 
o,·cr. I n:mcmbcr "-alking<1'..-10Chclf'01: ii ,..ti like oonfrontin~ a 
,i l,:-,pw"l~cr. / m~,,agcd l1tr back 10hik s.,1 on a MV) blue be<l 
$hC'C\ on lhc arm ofour p.1,l,tf,:l•pinl. rouch. llrr fur co.:it. " i1h i1utrca~s 
of b!a.-k a ,Kl "hito, blurred lO a ghost•gray. lkr eyes were lih black 
moons<c11insin1 silk•)Cllowsky. 

Sophia, ,.hcn"clcft.yoo ,u1ch<dl'art1hoklthcs1r.>nser si1ugsl) 
"·it/1 ~" in..1iable in1riguc, didn't )'OU? \ 'l)U on: bni,·cr 1lun ffl) morn 
•nd me. BUI Chelsea.~"" eo<ngcous. She"•" the •trong~,t of 
Ui a ll. You. Sophia. .. a1cM<l l'.vis focd 1he >h'lfl)IC< l>ulle!<ar><l ~im 31 
monlil), . Wcleamcd1ks10ftthtoughh"'1thatrold\looda)ni~. Wc 
lclUM'd11011011ct.uGod.N01 top,,tltriucrs"h~nindoubt.Yousa" 
Pampoin1 thc:iltanlff Chcl,w,1and fin, 1 bullt'! through h..- ~ull and 

  k:aptupandranthrough1hchou,clilc 
•"lldhorsebfforccolllpsi111on011rbloodi<dc.M'Jl(l,p>9in~hcrfiml 
brnchso(life. Agru$1fflC,JOl'didmd1o"lu1Paris,,.,i,cl) pr<dic1N 
"°"Id II<, an 111.W,1. painle$S dc:alh. When ffl) mono tt111mcd. ,he scru 

  

You rcmcmbrr Lhdk'a "ilh ll<l!.Ql&ia. "°"· .u }OU lie in th( 

 
"ff<.' 1101 comfortsyoo 1tulydr,:am"1dcsin.bk:aftcr all. llind;;ig.ht is 

https://llind;;ig.ht
https://kh�dwmof1'�('1""ilhgoodin1C1111ions.fk


J\imi11g,1t Mornl ily 

al"a)sok.ld-on,dcar.V."rsdomisnot11111incd,.·imoul101MS11ITtring. 
~scllll),11\roughmybcdmom "indo\o'.~Mlfthaspift-ccdlhedouds.. 
an,JP,1nin1inand ..11nning)-ot1UC:mltlsof1uminou, light. 

\\ithlo•,c. 
Juan 



A Sore Subject: 
To My Dt>ge1u•1·.it iv<' Disk 

JuanVi:nlmug/111 

dcspi>I' you ~ilh the ronnidabk: fon:cofa furioi,s fi"'. I loo1hc 
ou be)""" I'll"~- Yw ha,c dn,il\N )"Olllh oot of me hlc a n~lo 

~ awingblood . lh.a,cagcdaconlury .Un.co ilk,da)youmo,·cJin. J 
consl311ll)dn:amaboo1dii;ging)W011landf~ingyou101hcdob'1.Bu1 
thcn l1hir1k.Youcan"1be!ha1con,fort.1blo.<ilh<r.smckbc1"ttnt"odiscs; 
1hcmorc l mo-c.lhcmoo,l"orl.thcmon:)011mus,ll.,1cn1<1hc"a)lha1c 

lwas;a!lhoughynudidn"1lfrch<·n:1hcn.thcnumberorn,pla}eronm) 
teunis1camjn lligh School-lbc1youdon'tbcli<wmc.do)'Oll?Y011think 
1·mtazy."°"··l'mwn:. llu11y,ar"itbyoor"'lentJ,sspm:,11t<will.ripj>lc 
an}o11<"smo! i,·a1ioo.l ..-ouldhl\·cplaycdinootlq:c.bu11M)• doo"1U,c 
1 mcn·s 1.:11nis 1.:am at CSUB and for1h11 tam gr:,tcful: Can,·ou im~inc 
huw dcpr=ing it "wlJ han b(-(n 1011.,,·• taslcd th< glo,yofclimbing 10 
thc:10pofthetcamand,jus1asquickly.fallcnofflhcl1d<krduc1oyou:,ou 
dc~ncr.11~ prick. nachm&nn iMiSls on a=· t",·o lOld him 1·,·• siabhc.-d 
)OUlwicc"ithEpidul'311: lthinkthoscinjcaionshun,ncmorerhanyo,, 
YoojuS1won"1di<. 

Remember Chri11mas break "hen I 1h<lugh1 )"O<I had mo,·ed out' l 
playal lht bnl 1cnnis of my life. afttt lhrtt months "MOll1 p,w;:1icc 
Flachrnam,lhought l bad!>«n l)'ingtohimaboutm) in•~ti\'1l). lkasked 
for ""·cngc 1hc: rolkt>ling wttk,'l>d.juSI bdore myuip10~cn1ina. L ca,ne 
ou1 .. i1hlhc:sun,firing1<nnis.bullcts1ha1cold.,cn,ncmoming:butlknc11 
lho:n: "aJ something wn:,ng. l'.'hen J "·o~c up the r>t>.I di). I COl>ld not i,,<.i 
ou1ofbcd.Youbad"okcnupfrom)·ourslumbccr.100 

The do.ton~· you :an, hc-rnli~. tbat )"" "·en: bounJ 1omo,c in 
oo,nctimc.Strangdy.1Mugh.lcan'1findanvoncinm)gcne•logy1li;thas 
li,·cd,.ithywbtforc 

You:m:pcrsis1cntlil.capcnnIDcntp~p,,rcuLle<"lhbi1ing boncs, a 
H:ar,,cin1idcofft,'Sh:andye1.cachda-j. "i!hmyfric:nds;mybooksal'ldm) 
wri1ing.issu,,,,.isingl)'pkasan1 

AllhouY, Y"" :an, dcbilitaiing. and som• mornings it", anluoosju,t IO 
sliponl'QC~s.youarcsirangely inspiring .1i:~ingmyl;mi11i11n)ool) cure 
Y01>'wdoub1ks, no1i«dm)progn:ssa1th<:~·m:alldlhoscpainkillcrsthci 
~scrib..'<ltoforgctabout)Ou:hcrnkcnonlyooc 

https://dc~ncr.11


,\ Sore Subject :To My Degenercith re Disk 

SomaJ,,c)ounclfacho,nc,.Soon, .. bm l grad111ic,, ..c'IIIOUftht"'Orid. 
YOll.11 mttl my family; myeousins. l'm$U~. ,.·ill be rudc,\O~"OU:cL,.ycoun 
trnn11iJooloniffM1op1ion.norJftOVlboardin1®"·nOariloche'1~ 
i..,,,.c•t1findsubstiiucc-s,lilc,v.·immin1intht-o,drinlingnpcnsin 
"i""anddan<:ing "ilhfinoA~tino"·omrnunlillllllfflC. 

Thi11,U1nmcr,a1 the US Open.we'll !ff Rog,:,- Ffllmr,.,in hi, 11 ~ 
GruidSlano 1i1lc; 1nd I'll bc21;,.·c·11wU:eup andd!inkMimosat.1nd 
!111nlhfc'1j<litbcgun. 



Co1wers,1llngC011genially 

thai'sfinc,,.j1hcnc,.-
"fot1Jamtr.Juicc."shcs:aid.stkkinshtrhandoutandslw.ingminc. 

then c"lock)"out"door,Jclll."asshcsctppedeagcri)'OUlof-rcar." 
·Mo111. I ha~tan alami lhal I ..seu regular!) as you bnrJh )'Olli' 

tC<'th"-(m)' mother, I' ll proud ly ha•~ ~-ou bo"'· has tht ob$t.!.si,·e •lt~il 
h)'Sitnic h~bitofbru1hinghcr 1«1h: muc:hthcsa mcasan OCOkid oo RoJ 
llollhas "i1hhanJ,~p}-'"but yn. nl<)\)icr, l"'i ll kw;kmycar." 

(The «hoing honk from the alamt puno::1111l(d my frustnlCJ 
ik<:lanuion). 

wc ..-.~in10tKpla1Jtsn,,,;,;o,quan,ofM11UnSund.TheirlMdie. 
I00."'1Sasboriftt1:1tht n:1Crior.llOdu<IJt0it.jllitbcd!andinorebeds. 
h"-.slikcwalki111 in10an111ic:of1millionairc"smansion ,.-ithm)'Nd 
maurcssesalignedlilcrowsof dominocs. 

A slender Hi$p&flic male with black friuy--curi)' hair. a loose ,..idc 
smik.••••hi1t111elcd-incollmd!hin.bcig,:Oo,;kn,~by1skimly 
bb.::k bclt.anclchurcti.dmsydttkblxk sl,oc:sgrtttcd ..,-.iththtalal:rity 
1hatonl)anffl\plo)·ttoocommissionha1.Hc"un,""'tic•ll,oup:andthis 
m.adrm<:"'onclcrifhc•·asasurrasfa/camminioncdcmplo)·« . 

"llow )'OU BU)'S doin·r lie asked .. ·ilh I ll i1p,.n~ .c«nl, 
(M)' mo1 hcr ii a fon,alt, I thought, foci ins compclkd 1ocorr«1 him) . 
..,,1...,;•,...,,i.aid 
"Good. Good.Doyougu)'lnccd,onw,belp?Ordoyou"1111N'loot. 

around for1bi(T' 
·No,o.-111)' IIIOlhtr b(gan witb tht f111idiousntu of• PhD pmfNS«. 

--...clttt'i.·cdaltttcrillthcmailSl)'inglba\thcR"uuklt,osak_.. 
l11hll,o?"' 

"And itil1Nt tluttall th<:rnawtt9':S"ill lltrtdu::(:d SO%?'" 
"No.· 
"l5tt."shc111id.!hiftinghergaz,,10m,:,:~1tt•s1oot.lllUUlld,,oo." 
"Ju!I kl me lnov. if you gu>"i hrot anyqllC'llioos." lie said "'ith his 

rhcumy,m1rblt~uasfidgC'l)'as1bl11tbird's. 
M) mom 111d I began walking in • cloc:k ., isc c i,do in scan:h of 

thtfonpurptdi<; beds; r was determined to lie on one. We phSl.-d thc 
Posturpcdic1tt(mpls: thoy " ·m:.judgingbythewcigh1ofmyprminghand, 
jUM as t,,,o,.-am .,any nwuns: NASA had crcdi1cd !hie lonnrru ""the only 



Conv..-rsll t in~ Co n gcni,1 11)' 

m•ttrcss3ppnm:d by a1tmn~ut;;"- irnlccJ. ii$ origin was dir«II)· l\'.Llml IO 
11tcscaS1runau1slxcauKofthc,p,,=-rcin•vh-edin1akc-otf:1hcmomol') 
foamab$orbcdthcdcpfflul\O. 

n,·c T,'mpurpcdic beds WCI\'. li..-J up on a wall'"'"' the b.>4-k. 
beginning "id, the~ and most c.~p,:nsi,c. Ille Grand lkd. aod ncM 10 iii 
ro,ah,.ThcCckbrityllo<l.followingics fa.inc.lll<Rbapsod} licd:lhc,n:st 
ldttmnl100k>won1hcladdcrforn1i· li~ing 

Mr. Aial;til) came oommission-coasiing in OCJr di~ion like a ca1 ,n 
scan:hoftunaoncchcl\OaliL,'<iourlmcl'CSlinm:itlJ'CsSCS 

"DoyOC1i;ui-s h:i,c1nyqU<$Cionsabou11htscTrmpu,rcdicmaurusc1'.'" 
hcasked.poin1inghis"h,okbandop,-nlyoo1wa,dslikcamoddad,·cnising 
1hcpri,.c~on V.1t..·.-lofl'onunc 

··Ycs.Whi<,honcwouklyourC(:(lffl""'ndfor-"ithaninjum.l 
back'.'" 

'"Thisonc:.-hcsaid.po;n1ingtothcRbap!OOyllc<l.'"l <lin.-ctallofm) 
CUS!OOlC'-"hoWM!a Ttmpurpedicm311~dtis011C. lk01hcrs arc 
more c.~pc-nsi\"C. ,\rid I really can't fee/ d,e Jitfcrcncc •• 

-now much of• price diffu,'f!CC i, chm, bclw«n "°""" and a 
Full'rr:isked. 

"Youknow .. . lt!mc:gochc<'kn,alquid, ."hcsaid.mllin¥•Y••ontac1 
"'i1hbothofus•g~·•-and. ....1umingtolhcfroatof1hcS10ttinsnn:h of 
a J,CtionaJ"}·•thick black binder which he soon r<etum,-d"ilh,..)ing. '"You 
kno« ... t~i,r,opriccditfcrtn«." 

··/meres1ing.(Ql,ccni1i,)."" l 1t.oughl. 
-Nov,·," mymo1hcf bi:g:,n. ""hal ;s the retail price on 1hiJ nia1tn:ssT 
"Rw.ilpriec:i, ... ~mc..,.,hc,n, ... tlh,thmc•four-ninc-nmc-:tl 

1augheJ imcn,•lly al his euphemistic uy ofm:al.ing tllouw,ds in10 decimal• 
dollvs) 

Mimothcrrc1umcd:"Thirt)•fou,ninc1,-nme· 
·No. ma'am.· he ,..;J smi ling "ith his loose. losing s,nik. ·~h,~,• 

//,o""1Jl(/fourhun,Jn,Jandnin<~ •ninc.-
/ la)'onthcbcd 
Ooubtlns in1hisman'scarttr, 11 htn1dlinghiscus1omusthopricc, 

camoufl:lgingitcontributcdlOhisC03Sling«!lllmission. 
- 1,i1comfortablc.son?Doioulhinki1"illh.clp)·OUrbackr 
"Yes." 



Ccnwers,1tingC011genl,1 lly 

-rcmpurpcli.:" 11'k-best bcdOUII lhtrc,-$aid Mr.Ambi,·ale,u- for ,.., 
no,.l...-,.tllepnct'.andfromm)tX(IC'rima,in1hisc1pi1.1li$1 10tiet),lopof 
thtlincn11;n:handisehardlyc,·er ,«n1onsale. 

-So.,.r.-saidmyrnolh,cr."'ho;r,muthdo)OUdliolthi1hed"ilJgo 
f(V"""""1'0Wl'f" 

"You ll\O,., ma·1,n. I'm 11(1( sun:. J don't 11,1nt to mislead )'OIi. And 
lho:) dori'1 tdl us 1ho: prit..s until tile day of the !Ill~ ... II<' 11id <;0n,incingl) 
-&i I th,nl,. )WP)S•illJe11 ~II daloa llut hed. ThiJ ;,,1gn,11 bed. 
l.ie do,."onil.- ht11id10 .... nl•-atF11ingup.-

"Ob).-
j l11<'<.1J fflar\'tk>III~ 
-Putyour ffflup.,\bltyourKtrromfonaW.111a11.Dl)n't""Off)' liboul 

)011rshoH.-hc~ju$1as l ,.,11!1ipping1bcmbadontoge1up. 
"Ola).-
-wiw·s !ht dilTcn:n« bet""" 1htsc thm, niaun:ssc,! "') mo1htr 

uledas lr«lincdforthc:thirdti=. 
"J1151thcamoumofmem<.lf)f0,1111inlhcm ." 
-And II wt a-"""'thingT Slw alfd inquiffli,.-e~. 
l.Hgliing. -yes_ ma'am. 11 IIIOlllds to ) 'OW' body. Th,: m°"' foam tile 

b<11cr.-
-1Stt."Wsaidblumdl) 
·Tryicout.ma'-. Hllllie..io..1>-· 
"No. no: 1ha1 "-on't be n«e~WJ - -
"l'ttlcndlhisisiourbcdroom."hesaid~nttntio\111). 
-obi." mi rnolh,cr11id. 'lqllan,111"°"'-.°" lhc muirusas ifjjuing 

on110ilc1.-Yeah.Bo)! hf.,,lslil.cili1A1Clingyouifl." 
Tiw:Olhernlllttn:.ui:sbchindlhe1cthronnStt111N,~ml),IOm)' 

mod1cr.muchmottinicn:s1ing.Shcu•111fflC'd "ithllerC)·~spiMingdollar· 

.,. ""' __"Son,Whydon'tiou t1yton>C of1"'escoorr'Jhe11id.poin1ingtolhc 

~)." 
(ThC}WCICboring) 
1-voo knov, ") I ,.;J to my mom in an aside("ifnurc going 10 bup 

1nanmsllla11going101Mi:mclhtrr,iofm) life, "cm.,,.n•cllge1thc 
bcllonetbe~i,:Gobigor10homc.-) 

https://on110ilc1.-Yeah.Bo
https://Hllllie..io
https://Tryicout.ma
https://l11<'<.1J


Convcrs,1ti11g Co11gt'11i11lly 

"V.lwdonR")hig..-p""--'Yc:U. 1,-,.ennromd,_,k 
1omom,,. ands«,.lwi1gocsoosakfor.S1r."Wm,vrscN. '"aooulllla 
k-Urrv,efttfl•Nfrom)'OII. Jh:i,chaditsin111gonm)iablo:alhomobu1 
,_,,,,,.. has misplaced i1. Do,.._. n,-..-.1 Ille lcurr IO.,., 1hr 531,ff" 

II,,, lauJ!)wd. "You kno,, "hl,1. ma"am. "hen you come in her~ 
1omc,m,,- - if)•lll.1tillca11•1findi1.l"lln:printooo:foryou." 

(Nov, 1bat"1commission-1atl ) 
··t coukldigthroogh1Jw,,1rashand ...• 
·No. No. No: i1on ·1 "'Oil)' about it. m1 ·1m,· flt said. 1iggling lilc a 

li11lcgirl,.hojus1soldhtrlir,;tbo~ofgirl-k0Ulrookic$."NS!tomcinlltn, 
lllmOllO,,,comclind me. 1nd JwiUrtprin10M for)·ov.· 

"Ouy."lsaid."lgum,.·e$houldjusl"ai1•1ilJ101nOm,,,.rnom.· 
(App,am111) thiSIOmOfTt>'l>"•llll: k1oursaltsman lnow,.-e,.crt 

scrious. lorlwprocffded10introdUOL'hinudf,llrs1 lllme"ardall). 
s .. inginghithandintomineasffscilin,Lhcdr.-al;"M> rwne·s 

Andy." 
" l"mJiQn.· 
"Niutommyouman.· 
'"M011ica.· my mom said. 
"Pkasuttto mffl)-ouMonica." 
""You knowho"'organi1.o:d Jam. son. J/a,·c/c,·cr k>S1''")lhii>g bcfor~'! 

.so,,,,._. is al"">' mQ\"irll things around in our hou!C and Ihm/ look lil.~ 
1lie disorgani>.cd011C. llln going10fo nd1ha1 1tuor. Y011watch.""m> motiw,,r 
saidas,.·e kll Manrcssl.andanddro,-elOthcpo«f) Moo: 

"'Moo,. this i, "h)' you Clllk yourvlf llrl m"'h Sins,_ The gu~ ju>1. 
saidnotio•orry.i,,,.it. lk"llrq,rilllOMfor you.• 

"A,.w... So h:iu&flw.Sohlught).Oh!"shl:saidsharpl).~mninds 
-- I .. on,hcM! foOIO'ACll"ICaJambaJ~i«!" 

https://saidnotio�orry.i,,,.it


llospital Room 
°"""'R}On 

room •ns paimcd m 9111)1!1pll1!i,eti,: ,.·bite. as all 1M rooms 
Uiv.-=..Thi1paniclllal'v.hil<.bmgabsm1of~ -eo1or...,asthe 
t./ ptrl«tbkndofnothingnn,sonnothing.Pm,ap$.thedcsignm; 

hoped it miglt1 symboli~purity. Somehow. it did ll()l lra,ula1clhat v.·ay for 
me. ~v.1ll1v.·cn::ashadcofv.hitcl(lspollntl)' PUr¢,&ndincollcm,tly 
indiffcn:nt, lhc) had not the memory IO rttonl or n,ll«t wluot it was that 
"cw~n:,upcriCllcing.And. llowlcdtbat eokirof llOlhin~forit. ltv.-as 
,noc:kingmcinall itsblissfulstupidiry.ignonntlyfordngthtlvileapathy 
andinfi:-c1iou1uncaring in1oc,c,ynooktndcrev~ofthcroom.Jikca 
pcrvadingundyinggcrmtltat "ouldn'1be 1baled.E•'ffllu.llyit~piinto 
m)•-atanlC)"CSas,.cll,wun11ingmyspiritlcssandd,o.Hd10tTOW,..ith a 
quic'tsuptrf,cial1111mbness. 

~v.11111 l indofplxeil this for my fathn"iodicr I asked myxlfas I 
~a1hi1com110Kbodyl)ingdw:ttsuappcd1ovariousmedic:1llkl·ices; 
11lofv.hic:hv.crt,ufuasl " ·as COIICt'ITICd.qwick,in,·tnliorlslhatpro•,ed 
IS mcaninglcH IS life itsdf. Could thc,e thinp WI-jaundice htl scaintd 
!lin7 Or. pmlllps, forrc his li,·er IOul\-fail? I dcmlllllkd laoncst _,.-en 
tothcscridic:ulousquestiolts.l lool.<:daround1heroom,citingthc•·•rious 
susp«1s and cu lprits n,spon1iblc for $\!Ch incompc1cnce: the 1.V., the life 
suppor1 S)St~m. Lhc defibri llator. other various dcvi«t with • questionable 
cxi11coce. I planl\ro for III offic ial $Ummon1 manda1i na all thae bas1an:ls 
into my pa10l'LII inquisition ,.·hffl I v.wld. OM day, "'=k lia•·<X: upon 
thrmall . 

Then v.tn: the nur$U. And IM); beina mcrt cxtmsioM of lhe 
v.hitc,-walledhospiu.l.uiedtobeasstupidlyuncarillj, l'hcyv.-.lkedi-stth,c 
roomv.iththi1f1lscpscudo-S)111p,lhy. l«1Ukl s«ilplainlyl'or,.hati1,.-as. 
Thclool.stlq p ·c"'as"'c"'·cp111.ourlo$$. ,.-=.undmintd,.·ithfcar 
mddnoomfort. Tbeykcpl •"-ayfrom us, they knew that ,.jthin the C<lrlfincs 
ofthispar,iculuroom.v.hcrcrnoans.....iuiguishspav.~ llwthcirsacred 
purityof"hitcw1llcdstupid;iyv.11$110ln,ig11ing.Pml1PJ.lhcylhought,its 
domina.net had bttn momcm.:arily compromik!d. 

Yrt,wlia1happcl!Cdoutsidcoftha1roomm111crtdnot. Withinit1hocre 
licmybfoJ.;cnfalhtr.v.horoukln'11,ttthcho,riftedcxpre$$iontooourfacxs. 
orcou!dn'thca,thcbrokcn•heaned ,'Oices\Ontlfn1cdby afutlll'C without 
him, And in those few moments that I stood in that room, I kncv.·1h11 this 
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llos 11Hc1IH011111 

IIOL1ld bl: !he 1~,t timi• J"d Kc hirr1 1l i,c. Wh) hc,fll&mOllt=hatimJt,ffi 
lflduncsi111propk,oovlcllll,.b:"'Asc,wlaslifc,..,..klb<.-. l rou1J,i·111a,~ 
im~gm<d s,:~i11i; him Jic in ,111:h nau,;o,atintronditions. 



Directions to t he Euclid A1,artment Complex 
Mc~HU{JNS 

~""Y I know things it in pans. My ap,,rtmffl1 compk:<, for 
U / example. i, located on lhenoc.iJm.,ugh sidcoff.uclid Strffl. We, who 
e.J fi,cthcn:,arec111-ofl'fromdw:nonh•Sidcstriple-trimmcdyardsb)· 

the Cllclid 1-hll. The Malt crtatd I divide tha kttpt hou,ing nl"" up 
llldm11alra1ndo,,,11. IMidttheromm1n1itydividciulwborforl(n>-11ge 
Rn1crW!ngin1111dl1J1clwiccpmitioMforp<0feflionalrtUikn. 

Maria.from1Miop,front•&pamntflt."llrlsa1th.M1II.Sbedocsn'1 
1.11tk u, us. SJ,cclocsft"tc,-a, lool; 11 u1no,,,lh.a1 "'" kr•w,·she ia,'1 making 
11,c mu. EHi)' morning I catch her 11)'i,ig u, slide thn:,ugh the btck door. t 
lfflwrpusmy lr.ingroomwil\do-..•.1umtngllerbod) Ji,Je.-..·1y,ioR1down 
lhc bm,n-..1). lltroutlilshl'-ctlwstorerack c~s,iiU lhi<;k irl the fabric. 
btcau~ she rtf~ ro be found •~ the commllll1ty 11,mdry room. She's 
probablyafmd-of115111lgh1askhcrq,,esiion,,but~'s110insonto 
a!lquc,iions. Wcatl ~-..·twllltttiJ10a.- llbol!IMaria. l lisRnlO 
htr$1NQlopast.,ylivfogJOC111.llcrla)·mofgoldpbtnljr,,clryV,csoft 
•pi,lau~forMrncty1ncmp1toaollllflflliced. Htr hodyloob"'t1n1tomc. 
u....,..,.,111hc...,...· shcwcan. 

Ch.lrlic. the m111agcrofthc Euclid Complex. hes In the bottom.front 
1panm~n111i1hhisarthrilicJl()odlo, Ttgor. The bli nd1t0Ch1rlic'1 placc1rt 
ilwa)·sdrawnin.Thcan:hivaldim ofhisroomk«psllrc "-.llhungphotos 
prcscrv~.Alhousand linlcCharlicsarealways looki11111Charlie from lhcir 
Sfa)·KalcsunnyAbmedaRaa:Tra,;k""C'l'etheyslilljo("kq• dw:a;rtat6t 
honnC\·trbrtad.Chariied<xsn'tspmd1nuchtimcUISifkbisaparuM11t. He 
rnaaqn!MEa:lidCGmplo:,.f.,.dw,f'romsaoop-..hmhesiuOlllgrutt 
pla11ic\av,11chair,-..·ilhq<ahal(clos>ed 10dimina1edledf011ofblirwng. 
T11ttdulifully SU11pS himKlrlo the right,sidc ofCharlie'1 polycmr crotcb 
"'th 1111 C\",r,flo,,,ing llingofydkrwdn:,ol. Thm, IITtWO tm·icnCharlic 
consistcntly(ll'O"idesf,;,r1hc1ffll!ltsofEuclid.ThcRntisuseof hi,c,·,r. 
1,:ady bro"n-nipplc 1oiln phmgcr. The 5tCO<ld Charlie benefit i,nclu1i,·c to 
womfft. AEuclidgirl shononrmtcan1lwa)·srtlyonTigtr-"'°"i111acard 
ulllkrhcrdoor.Thc)-cllo"daisy1111K)n:uywillha,·cabricrm~of 
conccm followed by Ill ofl'trof--,. assistaOO! for a few good Slrokcs 
oranolddopcoat. 

ll-..'1.SfromMariauplodingCharlic"1peni11ha1 1roandOU11bo<n 
S)'Mhni<;,ffC('!ilc«-o·ites. Clwtic'1 ' i"'"idcflt' began ,.;u, 1 sec of short, 
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llircd ions to the [udidAp,1rt111e11t Com plex 

"That's <1>0Ugh". O\'cr-l>fanl. ··Ji Jocsn·1 go an} biggc,-~. stfl1<11«'1 tha1 
cnJctl"i1h.··bMh".poppingout ofhisroomlike ~balloonbrtaking. \\"oall 
,mod011tsidc in 111< p,:,tch<-sofsrusm"-.1<hthe1mbulantoW.cCharlieof( 
La1cr the bo)Sof1hc Euclid Compk~sot on 1ho .ioop allddrt\\ illu!lrations 
1onplain11l<mc,clwiicaloon1ponN1ts{lf'Cbarlio"s Jxk·n·11icllo,Thcir 
lutorial,h1chc,looh>Jlil.candophantfro,.tingacakofor1killd~..-·J 
binhd~) P,r1).lbdio,·c:AJ<h1llusua1ionsaccoun1forthog1psinm)0Hr-
~11 kno"IMgc of how things worl.. llo,, Mari.I and Charlie mana~ to 
p,tch 1hinp m<'.k 1og<:1hcrwas left unl.oown. Mari•·• prtscncc 11 tho Euclid 
)KJ"cHrisah,·ay, wdlac""'°"kd~ 

lworl.p:,s11hcmallinoncofthcfarn:y0ld-To"nshops.ll'c.worl.c1'1 
ofOlJ-To"n.arc dilfon:nl from the Euoclid Mall cmplo)tt,.. \\'c·,.., A 

h)'pl,cna1ctl•1)00pk. ~l)·sdf. forcxa rnple. isa ·t>arijla-"ri1cr-KrWr•p,in1cr-
1c1or-hn,hc,..tctl-o1Mr". I C11tlrtl) a,-oid lhc mall. Nptei1ll) w11ling homc 
atnight. Thotransicntsoomcou111i1hthcJ3l11csad<knad,·cmof stn'Ot 
lamps.l~bcromcaplaeesq'):lntCfromei1hcr1i«ofthcJi,·i,kTho) 
t"istc>J aroundth<:bu ilding.,p,,riphl,ral asif!M)··,..,n...i.fromolJp.irup111 
in"'·""'gpbcaTog01homelgo1blocloutofm)"")'OArt1di1S1n,<1, 
1r1dfro1nAn,adiacutthroughthropcncouny1rJofCil)lb/l.to1h<:froot 
)"ardofthcl'rolOSUlllchurch 

1..ion·1i.oo..· muoch1bciutoh""'h<-sbutll"""lhisohurchisf'Too..·sum1 
ht-cause of Lewis" Sun,,!.,) night bi1ohcs about th<" place. l.c11 is i, the 0IJ-
ltalian-,\rnefic111 from lhc front righ11panmom . llo h.11u 1ho \\ASl's for 
blocking up the sidewalls on his spiritual joumc) 10 the Dini -lli,~r. The 
WASl'"saro11""3)'S.undinginth<:,u)ofhis"fullglnsofOr;.i·sblooJ 
andredc mp1ioo :·J.c11i1l ikcstoofTcr1hcladN:sridc1onhi•ch«r)-Sfl.:m10-
r\'dclcctrio-p·m:d"'ti«lchair.llc$Wntsforth<m1tNu<1"cpi.turcof 
1hoir,1>onbluosl:insstraddlinghi1onc-p<rsonbocLc1Kar.1'il<i "·ouklbt 
"clc<,rmdtoclutch0<1tohiscurl)-gtl)"ChC$1asth<:"iod"hiJ>Sthrough 
their hairala~ng Smile!; per l>ow-. "l'h~• would make their "I)" into0IJ-
TO"·n with thl\-.,•im:h American Hags wa,ing ho\lo from 1ho from handle 
bar.ofhisridc. B) th<:lin>ol.t"isisdonce,plaininglhohighlightsofhi• 
k:..-c-riM. his wife. Donna. conw s to pull him in for his n1id -da) nap. 

lnfro,uoflhis l'rote~1chu,..,hisala;coak1n.-.,.Thobari.""'J!S 
around1hc1hickofthctrunk like ropc~hungfromanin,i<ibka11ehor.Somc 
ntghls I §l()paod pfC!Sffl) ~Im in10 the jl!'ll1ds until 1he10~1un, le3,csa11 
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Directions lo t he t ud idA1,ar t111cnt Com11lcx 

,mponti• "'> ~a.1.-1 ..1) .. .;ghls ..hm rm Mb t..:ks,onoflttping 
aw~·, ~t• olflM 1h11 I p,ttl "')Ylfimo\M thllml yard Ifft. I lhin1; IO 
m).stlflhlllN)btthislrtt"il11c!mcbt1pan o(i151hi(:lnc:u.lolmt"'"'P 
m)s..-lfli~ta rope around it 1!"$jusi oo nighu "~ r m ~1upid "ith tim! 
1ha1 I thin~ o(be-1-oming a !Opt" in a WASP·, uw. 



[piflhi111y on ,, Bik<' 
U1//11h1111 

str:rngc .!fflSalion. WI) moch ti~e 1h11 d.1} IU)P: .. .lhi~ i5 
,J _ippcd m} bi~c riding to Ho"arJ";; flou,;; in d,c rain l1.1tic1,. 

Un><S4"S'ms1oha,·cneartyffi!pJ!Cd. l muS1btsi'-m")bto1gh1 
fcotoffthcg~tnd.. ,My f,-c1~rc100,·cmyhead... l"cnno!S11r,:thing1arc 
actuall)1110•ing.asifr,·<1)1hingls«iusnapshot.Lool.ing1tmofromdie 
bi~c J>'tlh. ma}lx th;n} feo1 •"•Y• is a 11omatr. mOlioole$<.U ifmm,I} 1M 
carJboardcu1001ofa"o"'an.l)in,c1l}alieadan:fourmon(oarlJ l"-Onliol) 
fishini; in the can:,l. M} I.ands. imitating mi f«1 "h~h an: one ,.,ih tho 
p<'Jals.r,:fu,e1orck.ue1hchandkbars .. 

Thon- :UC IIIOffl('!IIS "hon I p,;,soo sudJc:n!J =be-rs. in detail. an 
c,pcricnoc momh,.cwn )'Cars in lM past Md .«sdoarl} its purpose Then: 
arcHa~swheftinafo"· shons«ondsthcbrain sorts m.usi,·oamoon,,of 
informac;on-in facl en1;re joumal en1rie-s in full color~ m:n:aies an 
cnlin: episode in an in>1M1 (or 1fic time ii 1a~<1S to fall ciHht foci!); 1impl) 
puLaA:is.hbacl. 

I,..,,, r,di1tf>( to l/o~·,,nf's l10111e . .. 11 if ,,n ~iJ<ht mile rHe fir,,,, "'Y 
ho14e wh11. 11,,, si)·tothrnorthi,admurMrg blrn.defg,-,.-y,nidh/<1d. a• 
ifa /.,,/fb1m1<:d "'"""'1 ofch,,rcwJ s,dknly smuru1~. ,1, si,,:h ,1~,_._._ 
1hrrotishiddcn,1tafirr,,/,•eflx,11u1y: lf'Ul'-"'<1/ij:lm,·tigh1l100<kd p11I!· 
,,.·rr111ul>1(u/WH·111he,oo,l./,n(aeitub<,,,lfa,,r.,ilt.t;1<'be11i1/wtJnsw 
min- IUl.\'l.\"G?! NO! 17,t gods ""' seriously drorpi,1/1 buc:itJ.Si:,, ,.,;,, 
drop!,,,,.,/ 1M ~-,nJ ;, rrl,,ntltJs! 81111hi1 tt Baknifi,ld: 1M nun ,.,11 <lop 
fo <1fi•w sl/tJrl ,.,,,,,,,..,_ ,,., //. 1/~u ;, 1Ju, /qK ,IMII i,:,,ps ""'pi,&,ling, /,, 
fWllll}1llws1,,,,,,./Jgn,..·ingJ.tn>1,xtrtaoCh1r1mU1r1h.•s1m.•1,ar"/""rn<" 
,..;,h rommuu,s M'/.,, .<trm""' /0 hal'e a ,nim11e IO Sf'i"" m>J /)£.\USD 
r ,w,- meh ef1MrtHJ ,,,.,/afo· foe""s ofmy1,arro"· bike /a11f. .1/111""""' 
hilinxuemssomi,,:hs,,fe,tban/1\•.Ullf)l«ru!Sllam,fir/,;/ Jl /1h,11mi11urc, 
I""' SOAK.ED. 77,e ,..;,,,1 J,,rps bllftl'"'K "'>' o,·,r,i:,~I /)(>QI./ c<11t,p/e1,·IJ 
o,.,,-,,,,•dripPi,,11farr W,Wn /1,:, 1 001/axc,,,,,,.,M,n,jfief, 1hiet,.1,1, 
SUV_1;,i,~/J,l'Js1/,a1Jnno1ji1i111/.,,;,/,,,,.,.,S,:hoo/i>lmi111,:ou,<ltldl 
""'111inu1ufro,,, "'ac-hmi Cot11r11niu/ 1/igh Sehool. JI/lier /~,sfi//;•,I Ilic 
g,u1,rso 1/u,11Mrr i.,0,1/y u slfrtrefbiU ,_1/,Q/i< HQISi<inches detp. 
n., gkim. spttding. ltli.'1<11 ,,,.,/fibaglms IHellu imisl I <lay on my oun 
p111h!SQ/p,,,h1hror«J,1lwMnt,•r..\l)"fro,rltirritrh,umel1,rgin,:m.lih/t 
amw.wsoj,,·Nrr. ""ith ,m ,-Jjicimcy ,o impr,:s, r,·,n 1/w MidU'lm ,llalr. nyJN 
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[ piphany on a Hike 

tn/0"'}'1/lrla /('(INl(JIJttthrowg/,1/t(n,iJ,dn,p,(w,,f,..ullymlltlw"' 
,..,,,.,_,"Jp,-'itrJ;•yfatt. lµttotlwlrip,xllooi-1-IMl>W 

lant11toruteltnhrlr,,, 1/w~of1M•-.:ffr.SwJdmly-,,jrt,,,,1'"' 
~ ,M,.·aurJ,spk,<,-ntl>anlranJl«fbilOlt}~ M)•/tottdk 
bun aN ,.,,.,,;ntt .,~"")"' and a< lfe:hl /0 *"P tM Mt f/Oillt #rQ/J:/u, I 
/m1,xi11r mpelffi,1ti11x<111</j/;,/i11go,n /,iw1h,,fiftymile•~r-hour1ri!fk 1/,/,1 

iswhi::i,i11hyMoi,i;hr., uo•·"}·fro,,,mylefturn,(in<1 1,M<Jl:0Ne!),b111 
'"""',_. , ,,.,,;,,,,,,,.ro,,1rol. frtoch Co/fef111wfll~mwt-)TIOffO/h.:r l'l'tl 
/,xN IMIIJ/ llll/w,,gll/1$~lll(lfuttnr. MJ/rlyrnltmdlWdfr-NJ,;,,J 
g!.w.llU/·.,-n,m,u,ll)~dof-rM/y,ofi,t,l"'}•lfl'.rtfe. ,bl.W 
1hnr.-,,·~lttn,J/.•·,_..i.Ji1111tr,.,pt/llllio,,woi1,ng,o,-lio/f.MXim 
w,.,..,,,,,,, f('(Mlxn·rHtio 1Mnwnpm1/tr /1g/lf><illut""Y~</,onp 
iog,un. Thtl1ghl111n11r,rttn<Jnd lp,ahl!vo,,g/l. ~lslOO/ongnanJ• 
,·isiMt Jign tlitH a lnl.r ,,_ r>Yr ai.Jud M> I ,~lik /tJ "'' 1M s/dn,.·a/4 
11tuf11fi,,alh/l\YNlablr. lmwaninttn«tio«andr-lluo"unjootlo,,g, 
rrgllli«lrJ.Tp,-ilr,-JltratJjor11tr,idnnl•~. JIO/QSf/r111/w 
•l<IN"alt.ullro,rrn1ro,io,,anthrulrpho,otpolro,w;l1/wliglitpo,11nall 
•..u-"''""""''""""v,fu1alwod.tlit•·1fldbk1K'S..,,hooJro,,rplmly 
,,..,.,,,,,,Jat:t--l1hink.1t11imentorlJ•~t/Jf'I, "noSo'd.'" ing•·ll}'," .ltl• ltft 
/r<Jlh/ fl'(ll'fu>,fi,r my'"""' ""hile my rii.ht <11/Mlj!/J /() J/t(•r /Ji,, h/k~ /ll',WJ 
1/iestk•siJ,.,.·11/k111u/1!,r,,1«i1tlw 'P1C• "'ybr1J/11re111r,,,/Nr1 thepolts 
,o b,- 1/tt: J(Olb ""')' Nn-.: b«n l""f,~inx, l>w 1lleyJiJ- 11'/JIII Ifft ,o lit 
"fwnl n:r h-,L,hly. I a,.,;J llw po/ts""" lttud..,,.'" flw Jith'tl/t. 
SublcdsHJl<t'. 11-.fo,olly. aNo/1-,../)UTttt. lsnlrit "'-e. /pk,,, 
-,, ,.,,.,,,. J 11·i// ,..,,, If" ha ,w1gl,/,or) drirrway -1 CM «rOJS 1/w yanJ. 
1llt"j,ndro'ITrU11tiJj,w,I~ .. 1/rc,/..,.~.J u- 111-,,Jwad. 8111 
\0, tlw ,:oi)s/JJ'I!- ,r,Joor 11·i1h mef J ,,,,,. "I' ,lw,lrir~uy-1.<hool 
QC,u.tJ l/111,,..hj,u,uJ'P'ti1t<ilfglaiJ--M•dh·a,--NJ ,r,,,.,11Nf•s· 
Ullf'N11•a/ti.nyfnali.Jl,i,J,k,,-kr1J,,wi,,r~ ofsu-l;,,,_ ar""41.1•"""tr. 
.llyjn:w tinWtlpl lnlo ltisfl-...,.1,nl. / jlyo,-.:r 1/teltantlrllarJ lllinking. 
IJ.ft;_i/owsio amr,,,/, ··1shouldliatr"""'"lw/-,! ~llriflrhJJihYJ!k. 
liu,o/,,,,,,)lrtte/rn/li*~"1:"mt"-inningslkk/11 1hellorlllSnws,"""slklt, 
a ,h,.., /QO/ M,n.. ofM'Olfr surgjng from ffltlr shk of"'Y bo,?: /JI/ 1/,;: "''IJ' 
10 hlsjro,11dovr . .llyhi1,•d,ain bn·nh. QnC 0/1/w fron1 jpro,;kotS bc11d, ond 
m) liandkbm bi:cOPII' a ddormi1y. I j11111p ~p. ilfl(lring 1M blood anil tlw 
paJ,,iio-,,Antt-111/p. only1hitrtingal>olll /lo,,'/JN)tttiglrborspo,sil,ly 



Epiphany o n a Bike 

rolling;,. lcn,ghurand<1frrad)•i"'°fl/n~ how•t/,..,,.,;J/ tdl a/lt/,ei, frimds 
I limp to the t/O(IJ' Hr t1 wt 1/uujustfdl- "/ Mf:A.\T10 du 1/w "I 1mlk /11. 
"'"' //owur,/gfr<'> ""'" 10,.. ,1. lp,,1 ,,., ,.,...rl "'""'"')"lrutiand1Un1al'Olllkl 
rostt i1 l.\'ST,4.\TLY~TOP RAl.\'ISG-CO.\IPLl:.TEll'! 1/u~<utlwp it had 
""1i,,,,,,,,,;.,;,,xfi,·,mir1111eJf1riw tomytvri,y,/,/lw,isfollo"i11i!,NK' .. 

"I shouldha,-o,.omahtlmc1."lstha1"bt l "aslhinking?Sbould 
113,·c ... 1in11: is ;p«dinfl up! fa-<'l)'lhing is mo,ingagain. The ~,-htrmon 
sL,iT.1.hccardb-oardcut•ou!tomostolife-tho"omanloohsturrn"'1.~ot 
thir,yKWl'<ds•JIOI hi1lhoib"Jigh1&,.sa), stood.andlhouglu."FASTER!" 
As J hi1 th< bank. I l- somdhing Nd was 1boU1 to Mppen. M) b.,.d 
tire dug into tile b.ln , - 1 ha1·c lie11rr/abou11his 1h ingc~llc-d ··,\"(,ound"" 
Is lba1. tlw tiny linlo. O\"U•pR'ISuri«d Fo., Sbo,;k. "hatjust l~u,1chcd m) 

backtin:.ptdak,andf«-10'oerm~hnd?Thrn,isashonp.1uso.t..rore1ho 
fall.whcnthing;;ju,1s1op. for an insl~n1.thcur,.,1rdmotion.Thcn! ,\1J focc 
plummrutowanlslheearth! lhear a,,(nOlm()llso~plosion!lf.-cl - «dot 
heM?!- s,up in ITT)" ......kin. I roll <lnlo ITT) bad and ~ - despor:l!o~ to 
bn:a1h bu1 my body =ms determined on ly 1oc,np1y my lung, 1nrl ! la> 
1hm:unoonu-ollai>l)m~ingnoisc-s1N1rcnind""'oftht.,•l>at\larinc 
World. The lad) on th< bile p.ath. ...,... full of life. kC"C'pS iellin~ "An: )OU 
oka)"r I trys,ying no but forsomo n:a,on cannotcro1c "C>rd!. \\'hi 11,II ,he 
not come dc11,cr'?! ,\ cyc\i~ i.uddttil)' •ppc,:irus I n-mon m) broken holmct 
lthinl."'lamgi.dl,.oo: 1hclmt1." 

T"·o mon!hs-ihould~ surgery. 1i1anium plate. fi>-c S<f\'\\ S- la1cr l ,1il l 
lau~ at1hc 1hooghtofthatC)·di111tllingmo."l cangi,cyoun,y phooc 
numbtrand~eyoorbilchomcfo,-yoo."ln:mcmbctlhinl.ing.·Arcyou 
Si1&!3/,ingjoling?!My1"'0"oek old.ful\XTRSantaCru1, l)lur"!"Outloud. 
T S.O}, 1inccrol). "No, thank )'<HI , ·cl) m~h. I ,;an ul.c i1 home." llo"csor. 
1ho humor is SOM ,.hct, I mnembtr hov,, before my n1n110nn accidcm at 
ltoward '1 hoo1e 1,-carcarlicr.l , cfoscd10"-.ar•bilchdmc1.lladlno1b..-.,n 
wearing a h-dmt1 the clay I brokt my cl»·idc. ,.1,o ""°"'~ "hat the oottomo 
"'OUklha\"cbttn. I «inge,.hcnpoopk1cl1,,...sim,L11">10ricsbut"i1h 
rid<:r!i <1"ho 11 cn:001wo:irinf1thcirhdoncti..s1orits "i1h ondingsthatin,·ohc 
"hc.:lchairs. I ;1111 a51onis.hcd ai l!lc Jif~dwoging pov,cr of o"" so,:mingly 
insig:nificantq<>C$1ion:Shou1dl"cuabikohol""'t? 
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GUDL\'G WW 
Kel.1nAntl10nyChldgey 

~ "oman •waker.rd co $<'t' Elmo pulling on his c.lothes. and shc 
U l thougl11 how he looked like• pu5hoppcr Of a pny,ng mantis. llis 

imbs ""ffl: Jong Md lhin. and the join1s SttmCd -tuaicd. She 
sawonlhcl inlclablcncxtlOhttbros.ih·ttcoinsand1smallgoldnugge1. 
Tho nusge1 she knew would ha,·e ""n p~~cd by Elmo's long fingers from 
!hebouom ofhi1 p,ansomcwhcrconthe upper Kem Riveroroneofils 
tribuwics. She woold luck i1 away wilh the re.st and be glad for Elmo's 
goncrosity.Sh,:wasnolongoryoungandkncwshcm\1$1honltw1131shc 
rouldunlcssshcwa,ilrooomopanddo law>dry"henshegrcwold. 

Y.l>cn Elmo ,;an,e IO'°""· he came early to= htt before anyone 
dsc. He p,aid fOf the whole night. and he slaycd the "hole night . Noone 
clscc,·erdidtha1.0lhcr1did " ha1 1hcydidando,·erconthciro,·1y. Good 
,iddance!8u1ElmowasslowandgcntlcandthcnlikcdtocuJdle. ll csaid 
he had newr had a woman of bis own 

ShchadmciuioocdElmotohttfrlcndSally.Sally l1ughcdandsaid. 
"Sarah.anymanwho"'&lllSmottfroma "llon,lhanoouscherl"orhis 
animalnttds isstupidand foolish,them(l$1p,athe-1~kindofman . 

ButSanhkn.,whewasn"1s1upid, 1nd$hedidOtseean)thingp,athC1ic 
about him either. Foo lish?Maybeso,b\lt itwasa kindoffoolislrncsshc 
enjoyed. Ile li,·cdmostly in1he mountains and slept on the ground lfld 
p,med for gold d«Bs 1fler the rush had gone,. lie !i•·cd tife e:<Klly as 
hechosc. ln agrowing linlen!lcyto,,,11like B&kcrsfidd"·herethefuturc 
,..15 eaule and farming. he was• relic:, and, ifptoplc laughed at him, it 
,.15 alwll)'S a good-nallll'Cd laugh. They -med to know thal men like him 
"·ouldsoonbegone. 

l ie saw hers1udying him and said."' A~ you coming to breakfa,1 wilh 
me'.'" 

i!/:

Thai was something el~ abo,11 Elmo. No one else a·er ,..,nt out in 
public,.·i1hher.ButllO"'Ollldtakhcrforbtt&kfas1and"'rckssw~1 
anyone though1.Theo,·hokofllakersfieldmigh1bestaringa1himandhe 
wouldjus1grinback.Onc:ehepaidfor1he"·holenigh1andthen1skedherto 
put on herbcsl dress. Ok I can do "ha1e,w he wants. she thought. He's nice 
111dpaysex1r.1.ButSMs1illdidn"tquiteunderstanduntilheotforobisarm 
andtookherout10athtater. Whcntheyeameback.hewasn"tph)'$ic:al"·ilh 
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hcrn<;<.'flllOC1Hl.-rou,rldhcrandinh.alc1"c:5ttlllofbcrh.air.lkdidn'tu5e 
1obaoo,. and his btta,h ,. • , clean, •nd he smelled like soap. Shecooldn·1 
...,,.,.,inber•ni«rc•miiig.m1c,,mingli.crn!lldinhad. 

Across thccampfirt frum his fritnd. GU) Clc,n.,n1, Elmooo« co,,fidcd 
1h.:11he11KNii;tuhclon-.JSarall. 

"Youc...·1io.·n11ohott,"Gll)·Cltrnrn1s.id1Hhedrc,.·or,hisV,rginia 
ciiar. '"f.\"m if)ou Wltld. silt W1tldn'1 lo,c}w t.;k," 

""1,>no(!" 
..She's•""°"'· Whom:can'1Jo,,-clll)trod)." 
"Youc,,·CTlo,·c ...)bcd}'?" 
"Youkno,,.•ldid."Gll)'Clcmcn1-·cm1. 
"Bul)OU'r.:• WlcrGU). l.otsofpt'Of)lcmipn U) 1 kil1tran·1 rc3II) 

lo-,·c•n)bod)." 
"You "ff<: 1hcrc, Elmo. You J.;no.. r had 10 kill~ men." 

GuyClmlcnl d1cwN or, hit V,rginil cigar. "Jul's "hr IIObod) like.< 
you Elmo." 

'"Why?" 
"ll,-cuKyou"rcJl11,·1) l 1CllinHpc(ll'klhcythink"rong." 
"Onl)•"hen1hc)'do. JJcsilk:.. if)0Udon'tlikc"hatlh.a,c1os.a., 

don'1U1 lk1omc." 
"Ok,l'lljusit1ll!01ll111t-Kothfffoll.s."AlldGu) Clcmcnttum,,d 

1ndS1rctch<:dhisannsl01hcsilcn1 ,ol;1udcoflhc1&,11hcmSicrradarkn<:ss 
l'hrtt months lalCT, Gu) Clcmm1 '-) bleeding or, a b<wd"-..lk in a 

11,fadydcKI\IO"'"allcradcput)'Mhimforstcaling 1horsl: ...·cn1houi;h 
htlladnc••nS1olc1iahorsl:inhiJlik 

Hclool.NuplJl<lsaid,'"l:lmo, Lnc,crhad1brotlicr.bullgu..ssl 
Jo,,·cyoulikcabrolhcr.Al>IIElmo,1thml.Sanhprgblbl) lo,<"i)OUloo. 
Shc·d~s1upidno110.You'rc,1hckincks1m1111',·cc,·crkno"n-C,cnif 
)'OUdidkiH~$i~mt1111f!001thcnv,:rtha!.1imc." llcp,·c1focbknod 
1ooard thcnoldll'sCut iniothc"oodrnhandlcofElrno·sold p,:rcus.ion 
r.:wh·,:r, 

Mldidn'1lill si~ff1Cfluponthcri,cr."F.lmosaid.MI shotoncofthem 
inlhclo:gandmwxhcronc1twwghlhcribs,bult!IC)bothli,·fd.Tllc01hCT 
fourranoff.Thc)·wtrcalldrunkori~"bis.kC). Rumofgr,t"th.atllillcd 
lh<-mall,&nd l jusipll)fdalong." 

https://fourranoff.Thc)�wtrcalldrunkori~"bis.kC
https://si~ff1Cfluponthcri,cr."F.lmosaid.MI


C.lldinglow 

• Thffl "'hy'd you CUI 1M 
·1gum10aan:~off'.• 
Gu)'Clcmtnt lriro to laugh. bul blood came out ol'hit mouth. 
"Wcllitsurc,,,o,ktdElmo.Peoplc~s,;arNtodtilhofyou.• 
Gll)''t Wkin& tiand fumbled into his shirl po,:ktd. and he handed 

f.l1110bislutVirginiacigar.aoldlhfflhedied. 
Now Elmo 5a1 in lhe rcst1uran111 lhe best table in front of the "'indow 

and ..-.iled for Sanh IO come kl bfmfast. lie thought about Guy Clement. 
and hiHycsw11md, and hedidn'icarc "'"°saw.He mncmbtrod "'hat GIi)' 
saidabou1S.IU.Sheprob,,blylo\·cdhimtoo.D)'ingn1C11spokelheu,,,1h 

"f.tmo! 1·,~ bom wailing for you 1ocome to 1own. Lool.y here!" 
Abrallam.lheN:S11ur;11110,,n,:r,heldupa linlcpaperb,,ckbook.The 

ro-er $lid in bold lct!frs: Blood 0n The Ri,'ff. A,ld in smaller pri111 i1 said: 
TheTIU<!Slllr)'ofElmoGr;anpandlheKcmRi•·«shoolout.1~ ....SI 
$1111 Hdra-,.·in1of11taandsomcm11S1Xhtdmanhokli!lg1~·oh·«IICX!IOhis 
smiJin;f-. hddl'11ook.n)Ulir,ilikeElmo. 

"l'llbcdamncd."Elmosaid."'Can l secthM?" 
· rn,wrs.-Atnhamwd.·&myplc:as.urtiornakcyou1prncn10f 

it.WiltSaddltbctu,ingbrnkfastwith)·ou?" 
"lkr narnc is Sa~t Elmo said. 
"Yt~tir, I mca.nMinSarah" 
"She'll becoming.• 
F.lmo~lheboolr:andbcgan1orcad,runninghisfin~r•long 

bnw:11hlheline$ofprin1andsa,·iJlalhe"'lln1$tohimKlf. lltbid•l"''a)'S 
bttn1JwMultha1hismoihermadthimlcam10rcad. Sarahludona: 
idmittC'd10ltimthalsbccouldlwdlyrcad111atl.andhtp,omiKdtotea;h 

"""""""·A loud slap on lhe table inlfflupltd his reading. and he glared up 111 
rcd•haiml)'OUngmankaningo,·uhim. 

"Gofioldsomtplacttlso,torcad.old man. w~·rcJll)n111havc~1Hast 

"'Go1"'11):• Elffl011id. 
"Gethim.Josh!-
'1luo,,· himthroughthcwindow!-
T,.-ofrimdsbthindlhercd·head urgtdhimon. ElmollOodupand 

pi•·111cdbd!indhischair,grippingiubac:kwilhhis bonyhands. WhenJosh 



Gliding Low 

mo.cdon him, Omobrul,;othcd>airU\fflhr)--,,:r111111,andllM= man's 
lcgt bul:klnl.•ndblood ka1N ou1 frorn 1he )itkofh,,bcad"hm,thc:!ealp 
ff:i.ppcd•n. llls morrirnds'Pf\'.adOU11ndlool.cJJC'OCM. Oncpullcd 
ou1,i,o,,.,.lu,ndk-Jln1kandthc04hcrcamoup with •sm•!lbron,1e1ion 
n;vol,·cr. 

So r·m going 10 die this "'I), Elmo thoullffl. lk rum<tl to ti) for 1he 
iloor,but 11H.,rcwasSarah "i1hhisoan,·11hag.Shotool.001thchusoold 
rc,oh tr "i1h !he nolohn cul inkl th< lu.ndlc and tlH\I~ illlO his Nlnd. 

"l: lm,0·1 gonna shoo! } OIi "°"'·" i\bnlwn hollcttd. '"Elmo Grangtr's 
IJOlllla<hool)-o.i<k-ad." 

Th<-1wome-n hc;ml1he name ElmoGn,,1"r,and1M) SIi" lho huge old 
rc•·ohn.and!M)=outthc:bM;l;do(Jf 

[lmo .. a1d1cdthcm,oandlookcd111thc: linloboolonthc:t.obk,anJ 
thoughlhQ.. 1ill)it .. asthachi1 li(o hacfjvstbtorlsi,.,'fllb)Moldliolhc 
n:,·ol•n"ovldn'ttu,·oholpedhimatall~lhm:,.-ullOl'O"dcrbehind 
thcmcJ1aCingba!lsinitsqlinders. l khadn't loadcditi,,~. 

l k h1mcd 10 5anlr an(I 13id, "I clon't rw m~h liko bKal.fas! 
'")'1110fC. 

· 1can'1si,ybloodmakC"1mehwnV)nthcr." 
Elmo pin 1hc rc,'Oh·or and 1hc li11Jc book imo ~k: •~n,·a, b.:ig and 

1001 s.rwr b)· tbc um and ltd hcrovtofthc:n:w.1n111anddo"n ,h<, ~KC! 

"11ho111k!lllingb,w;l 
"Wh-on:are,.-cgointr 
"'To rent I ugon. rm gOWlg 10 c.kt )W _ ..heffquiN "'"" un 

rcldthillinkboolsom,r""man"'m11:ai-,..,..· 
~lildlt~ant.-pulkd.lmlt 10 hi1 fmandhclpcdhim 

off10 1hcdol:10r. 
Tho'°"nmarsbal ~Jcdinandck....i.d 101-,.bo didthr>- and. 

,.htn 11c llnrd ""° it wu. immcdi11ol) d~bml th.:il 11 mus1 ha-·c bc:m $-elf 
clofms,:. 

~rm ...,.,uholl not !!DtllR after f.lmoGranscr fordcrond,ng h,m;c,!f.-
Abnham otdmd hi1 boy 10 mop up thc: blood. bu1 ho I.no» ii " 0111d 

lu,c a~u.,n on1h,:wooclon 8oor. Wcll"Ol'lhit,h,:thouglu.for1hc§IOl)that 
,:ouklbc1olda1>d"'told,"'lhafs thc,·c<)' blood,"hc"<.111klbcablcto1,a} 

Umopidcd the ,.-ap "'nt alon1thc: n,cr. S.,.enl m>l,:sout ofto\<n. 
bclllmod$0!a1h" ard in1othcsagcbru!h. Therc"crc a fow«mon"'OOd!hcrc 
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aiidthmlfldCICQ:Sionallylhodea)·iogmo.olidlo(111-.ica11RClhalhad 
1pc111 its Iii, king bdi:n "hilcmea hadrom,e 10lllit:fflllltry. PfflllP5 r•rn 
bcforclllc-Sparu,hllldCOJM. 

'"Thcff"snodiingou1hctt."Sa!u 5aid. 
""Only pca.:r and quit!,¥ Elmo $.liJ. ¥1",c bo,c., out hm before l'hto I 

ju11,.·antcd10 1hinkordoalittk ,oading 
"'l .ookl""Satahpointcdto a long-c.mdjtckn1bbi11h1trana1thtir 

IP(IR),IC h. 

"lk on 1M loot<Xrl for ruml<r bird$ 100." Elmo Aid. '1'hcre"1 lots of 
thffltOUlll<re." 

"V.'halnlhcy')'"" 
...,...., looting. smg)y. Iona 1cp.1oi1, tails.~ .. inskad of 

~ '. -

· Ya. r ,-um, them. V.lw"ubepoint ofa bird1t1M-,.,·1 lly?Srans 
liudlc)Lindofpdicalnl."" 

Elmoshruw,l."""lll<)· ..oukln·1t,clho onlyonn.• 
Mtlhcnapml"brol;e fromthtbruslland,i;wricdlhf:adoflhnn n ftil 

n m.-i rould run. Al they ..-.tchtd. the birds beat lhcit- wings and IOOk lO 
1htair. 

"111e)•c111fly!""Sllrahexclaimcd. 
""JUll 1101 rn111:h."" 
The binJspintd only a few f«-1 and lhcn le\dcd °"',glidinggixcfully 

jui:11bo\·tlh,:-.-. 
"1~11111·,•wci,1.""EmiS>if. 
"t.la)bcthai',11!,.cn«d,""SarahAid. "Ma)bcdlM'11n ..cnm1.• 



An Orplmn's Journcy llotnc 
Rost1&x<011-Bro! 111 

IZ;~~~:e:~:=~~~~-::_:::n;:::.~:: 
e:,";'.hilc "c thought he, "wld no11 sccanothu,i.uruisc, because his ,·om: 
...._, ..nkandhi1bne1thing"asWllow.lnml10k"°":andhcn«dsro 
remember hiJ )'OUlh, so I asleJ, and I did 11011akc no for an 1111"0,. I ash'<! 
him "hik hi, ,·oicc was Strong. he si,iJ. "I~ i1 no nm! 10 11lk about 
u,,haJll)) thin&".~ 1 tOld him 1ha1 all 1hat he w11 in his youlh made him tho 
manhci1now. Hc1gr«d. 

ll ismcmorit,J1111Cmffl'd1manmochdiffm:ntdw1thr100P,.,trict 
falhcr J l,,c"'· Th,: nw.. "ho JVC"' MP "ill, Wrailroads, iS110" mclio.- in 
hisla1cr~·c-ars."·itltaslc,,o>and~.-,:. ...d1,~al"~ s oncsiiJ! 
•"ayfrom11Hr. ldidn'1ask1boothi1childhood;l1lreadylno,,•abou1him 
losir111hismclUlcr~lhe1gc,of4.andhisralher1111Mactofll . l kno,. 1bcxn 
t.o...bcandhissi>:siblingslladiobc~bcausc11C11oncfaniil)roukl 
1Uccareof1Uof1hckidsiogctl,tr. llisrnin.lith1skin.&lff"-C}fdbrothcr 
,..., t:&Lm b)- a rich fami~ "hik my dart slia. bro..a~,:,J fathc,r lwl to 
hc"ithanill-heartedaunlinaloY11tfar1"ayfromallhi11iblings.llisa 
sad 110!)' I ha,·c 10 Yl'rile about somroJy. hlll t'« IIOW I ...... l 11! .. ,i1c abou1 
ti,., young Juai, De Dim (my father's name . .ll!lln <!(GIid) wh<! """' l!UI 1he 
bonier roads in K=h ofbcnor mornoriu in the land llfmilk and hone) : the 
Uni1cdS111cs. 

ln1947,1tthe1rndcragt"fl$)"clrs"ldand 1ircdof bciJ1gmistrea1cd 
b) hil.,..n-.myfathcr~~•-llkAap,,Kkandhc~l'l<lrtb 
Ht ua,-cled "ith hi1 II ytu<!ld brochcr from Mexicali. Mexico m Yuma, 
Ari;r;onaandlbniia,0Phatnixinlhe1A&Ms&a1e. llt•idhr.1"o"'hcTmm 
lllcllC\·cr111t1btfon:,andhis oldcrbn:,mtr..alkcd1llaightinlhcdcsen 
guidcdbythcfara"a) lighisofdisw111o"'·n1. lnl"hof:nlx.bcjumpNona 
,,_-inguain dtatdidn't k"""' his namc-. lMhc,pclhc uain p,·c him SWtcd 
md1s1ip;i1c ..·hrnht11<Xiccd 1h.!.1his llklcrbrochcrdidn•1jumpl!lltimc 1nd 
mit scdlhc1111in.1lc1lmostjumpcd01111!flhc:1111in. bulhisbrochcTurgtd 
him10goon1nd\Oldhimhcwouldca1chup"ithhimla1cr.bu1,noood) 
knew "h<,r,, the train wu going. Mt fathor •id goodbyil to his brolher 
ll<ll l.,MW,ing if he "ould c•·~ KC him again. His C)"ts vocrc fixed on the 
dis-.untilhisbrothl:rbr<:1unca snrnlldolinlhchori1on. 

"Wctrndcd inlhc darknm:of1~C0111p,ll1mtt11 lorlhrtt straight 



An Orpha ,is Journey l lo me 

ell)-,, ~fill&I dtslN!ioa "-as 11011 imponant as lon1nt11cnintookiK 
rar .... ·1,· fT0111thisland.".-.yfathcradded.Thryfinall)'landtdinChicago, 
lllinoiJ.and"'OOCkredaro,mdlookin;forajob. l asl.tdhim"°"'hc 
$111'\' l\'«l "ithoul food. He uid. "Good Samaritans. Mexican like m.. lncw 
.. 11111 .. ·cwcn:goinglhrollgh.andp,·cusfood.Thcy"cn:aoodpeople," 
Orw;cinChicaao.hcfoundajoband "ffltdlonghouninlhcficlds.A fcw 
monlhl llucr his worn out shon look him to California. then into Ottgon. 
andbaclintoCalifomia.a1"11)"SplailtingandpickITT.&,omebodyclse'scn:>p. 
lie pkktd !he best t'ruils for hc,Jthy elltt1 while he was l'Oll!elll with I bite 
o f cold 10rtillas and beans.. lie li•"Cd in old,crow6,,,,I. and worn out th.cits 
111Mlookcdlileboxes,providcdbylhelandov,ncn,1long"'i!hm111yothcr 
W(JR:tnwhilclhe landowncrscn.io)·tdthcir...-c ll kcpcbi3r11nchn. l 1skcd 
him if lhe bndo-,,nm 1mili:d him wdl. He paused and rtplicd ht$itanll)· 
" 'ith11igf,, "ynh."aifhctricdl0«111¥ina:him$Clflhatlhc)did. 

llccrosscdlhcGoldenGalc both "'l)'S: bck 111d fonh lie 
..11n;td hopi11g 10 find a bfflff job. tie "111 offcml a job maintaining lhc 
iailrwils. llc,.111gladtog<1ajoblhatpaidbcncrtllanthcjoba.thcMlds; 
unfon111111cly, ju,t a clay dlort of pl)"cla)', 1flcr worling for a month. Ille 
immiption dcpanmcnl found him and look him 10 Mon!CIK)', Mc~iro. I 
oflcn"·oode-r if1hi$,.·a,acoincidcna-,orif1hcP"rson " ·hohlr<:dhimeallcd 
1hc INS 10 Lake ad,·an!agc of him. He s. id , "they (!he immigra1ion officers) 
11h youu far 1w1y from ~our homeland u they can," pl'm;lps. to mike the 
joumc)'back10thcirio,,·tdOIICSlbitmon:difficull,th11$di,couraain11heir 
~linp bad inlO the us. 

llcpnthtU. S. as«ondchallcc,.,."hmhcn••clcd.lhc-"'11)' 
llcdid bcfon:: in a cold arid dar1' C111JOoompanm,mt ola ll'lin lhat IOot 
himalllhc,.·•r10 10..-.. 111L'rc.hc"'tnec1in1srnoldcrinJplantlNlmadc 
autornobilepamaadlfflc:cs( l 1hinkthi1islhcpt-"hcrchitlungstwted 
1ode1crionuc). l asktd him howpeopletn,attdhim in lov.a.hcapins.id. 
"1hey"mfinc,butyoucouldn'1mix"·iththtm(Whi1cs);Mcxicansli>-td in 
lhc poor 1»r1 orto..·n.  Wbiics ti,·cd in anothtr; )'OU knew ,.-t.,o )l)U were 
and"hcrcyoubclongal." 

II was in lov,-a that m)' father met Matilde. his firM wife. a llalf Natr.·c 
American, balfMcxican lady " '"° " 'Ill few )'tffl older than my f11hcr. lie 
said. "then my children: John, Robert, ..idAmonia "'tft born." I s« lhe 
pride in hitt)·es,.htnhct.alksabou1 them. l ie k»-td100Kchildrcn then. 

https://lov.a.hcapins.id
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lllldhc,k,,,°"lhokch,ldrffl..,..,. 1kfinallyhld1(imil) :hc"-.Jahullm,d 
an,dhc,"1t1<bd. l k:w:asn"1jusi1norph,.n.1n)morc l.ifolina ll)dc.-<idodto 
sm,k: 11 him. R1>1 hit smile " -asohon li,ed. J11S11shcsuned IOi!tt mt~"'~ 
inhillifc.m,rad1tt.oncupin.""IJW.ts11,...,rromhilf.amil).1"i11imc. 
ti, tho ,mmiv,uion dqwtmrnt It didn", manc,- dia1 ho had a ramil): tho;-
rippo,J him ' " 11) from !hose " hom hc )o,·cd 111d lo,·cd him. "Tht') ~nod, 
onm) door.uhJif lwu JuanR ascon: l saidl ,.·11. So 1hc) h11>dcuffcd 
me in frunt of ffl) tl)ing wife and childrtn. :as if I v.as some: ~ind ofa 
criin1111I." m) father said as hilt-)'111 mm! in plxc. hiding hi$ sadACP in 1 
halfsmilo.lfiw:hldrights.11>(:) igno«dtbcm:IIObod) bodicrcd101ellhim. 
lie "'It 11krn IOthc S1110 Prn i1<111i1ry in Omaha. Ncbruk1. He v.11 forced 
m 1hc lffl<IIII criminal< bea...., lt..-n, " ·cm,"1 cnough "iJlcpl imm,panis" 
10W.Cb«l111,\bi,;ui,,onc1rip. lk ln·edlhrff~illlhcpn111cntiii). 
bec_it,.-a.-DC111,"fflicm>·e1111111Uhim"-:l10a~lhM"aslKIC 
hithomc:an)·morc. llc rm,rmbC'l's"°"hc,"'..,pulilltolfW>confiACmtnt. 
b«aus,, oncofthocriminalsnamcd Donald disliked my f11ht:r. sohc, foug)n 
him"crylimcheS<"tC)esonhim.llonlld1i..'l)~lo$!.bulhcalv.1)sfou&hl 
,.hicl1ltp1tcndingm)fathcr10iolillr)tonfinnnm1. l don'tlnolov.ll:i1 
haPfl01ocd10 D0HalJ"hilcmyfathcr"11insoli111)tonf111rn1<:nl. 

Thrccmonths la1cr. rny fmhcran<I J I mon, •"i llcg.tl in11ni,r.1m,· b<g>n 
1bcir_joun1c)·blockto Mcxico.Oncc in Mcxico.m)f•thor lhcfl ,.-en1looLing 
forhilsiS1orinObttgon.Sonooa.oon11t1cdbi,"1foin lov.-..anJ1f"" 
,o·«kJ Lt.In" he,.,., m,nilcd wilh hii fam,l). l ie 1ltolound h1ioldtt hnllhc,r 
v.hornhchadnocs,,rn,incotheygotKpatatcd,.h,..,hc"·ulifk<:n.hv.1s 
1 brief flaw,• lime. M} fathtfworlial a,a bn,mo " hik M11iklc v.00.td as 
1blrtmdn-.bolhin Vmna.1bordC1-11inlMUnnalSuta lM) •oded 
UI 1M U. S. llul li,ed in Sonor:a. Mnico. So C'\'ff) da). 11\e-r ,.oo,. 
v.cm homo in Mnoro. rora v.hik-. Mllikklricd wad.Ip: 101"" v.~1of1 
for,,igncoonlT).bulth111trangc laOOr,c,,:rt,«amchc1~.Thc>Utss 
~nrilly tool. a toll on her and ,omc1imo1f\o:rho:raniul. ~clooi. htf1hitt 
child""'IJld lcltant111pl) home form) fatho:r. Shcdrninlhunachanccto 
saygoodb)e. 

Sht:no.-cr loolcdl»cl:. 1n.d dlcr11)'ing10 tnck h,:rdo,, n. m) fa1hcr 
g.:,, o up l<>O~ing c1-p<cilll )" when ,on,conc 1old him she got man-i,-d ~gain 
\\'itho1n1ny lcg1l documonts.1in,(lofcrossin11hcbordcrth.itlq,1n,jmini; 
h,m. ffl) f11hcr nc,.·tt ,.-m1 l»cl lO lhc United S1111os. llis •-oico cnclus he 
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An Orph11n's Journey llome 

fflllffllbcnli,i,childrffl•hodidn'lc.allhiradad.Myin1m·it-w"-.sabnoplly 
illlffNpltd ,.tin, 111) father J&id. "1 thil,J,; )"OIi ha,·c enoup infonnatioll IO 
clabon1c:lcf1picki111p,omc,0Ulfftime.w lkno¥i· lhclftCIJIOritsl!ituied 
,otwd IObvr) hldbtJUlltocradlhepound..and thcybtpn iohunhim. 
l rovldn"1in1iS1for lalsohldto5"alkw-·,..ytt.-sas l"'llktda"·•y.but l 
IIMkdlOknow. 

lnsicacl of Milk and lloney. my fa11KT had I bincr w1e in his mouth. 
but lie did noot inhniu bina heart. lie met Ill)' mo1hcr son>c )'tUi lmr and 
'"°''tc!IO~ Muicov.hm: I •-U bom. Throughout mycbiklhood. 
IJ&\O' lll)'whcrlh,;r,,-kinc!Mss10allthosc:.......indhim,t:5pKiallylhoseift 
nm!. lie bruugbt homtlcss.j"'·cailc dtlinqlltflls to our~. They c:alltd 
himwdad.w lk c-cabn)uplOourhomtthe111nl\O'homisirt~hima, 1 
~ild.Sllestl)'td•·itbusfor~enl111ot1111l11.. •hile111) falhcrl"ound1doxlor 
lorbcrdaugh\ff\Oho\0-.sm ..·idiTubemibis. lk\O"atlbaoooofliglltlO 
ffllll)'Ofour rd11i,-c, ""° needed I hand. Al kasc OIIOCl)"c.lf. \O"C hosl«i 
-whonttdfdmyf11her'shclp. llcne,·eraidno.andhcllC'\'erlOOk 
&n)IIKIM)ftomlhem. 

hcnlhoughhelacktdancd111:a1ioo,hchcldpoliti,;alofficC$in 
Enscnada in u a11cmp110 offer the youlh Wll)'S IO keep them out of1rouble 
llcraiStd moncytoobuiinsc,·cr1l of 1hebaS1:ball 1ndsoftballficld1 tha1 
an:11 illinuS1:.Hc•••orkedhanlallofhi1 li fctoprovidcforhi1family,and 
hcpromi5Nhimsclfne.-trtoha,·canempcy"'lllet,forlhe l1ckofmoncy 
is 1>hat p•·e him wm111:h disgr11ct. Tolhit dliy, he Ila, ktpe Ullt promis.e. 
Eocnlhou&lthcitsiclr.,hcSl illmariagnlO"ork.dri,·inghista.'Oc:abaround 
Eincaacla. !akin, lheopp>rtunil)'IOpxtfthisalmoSI K«lll-lm£nglish 
"ithdwAmericanto11rislsi11 1ovo11,u-c.tinglhcm v.ilhmpeaandkindncss. 
•.,..., lhoup tlwirpastgt11Cf11ions&iltodolhe!IIIIIC lor him. 

Nov,·. I .,. ill ihc Ullitcd S- lr)·ing to a,chien v.ha ray fatbtt 
ne>ffKhit>·cdbulal"''l)'Sinsisud•·cwO!tcdfor.anedur;uioii.Onc:<by 
l ~101ookbmyfa!htr'slhrttthildrm. l"·cntonlineandsimchtd 
fortlwirnxnnonlhc WOl'ldW'IOC\\'cb. Thcre l foundlhcmasifthc)·had 
b«n ":ailing f« someone 10 Kffl'h for them. I looked II Wir names on 
\h,r compula' Kretll and felt Ii~ I " 'I Sllring11 I gh,osl. bu1 the gllDSt "-as 
ali,·c.AllerM11ilde lcftTciw.shc"·imtb1dto lov,-..Thcthrttthiklfcn 
111:>trmond••·•y.as iflhcy,.·m:hopiniourdad"vuldlookforthemin 
thllpll«.Joh-.hisoklnttoa.sm~asaMuincinlhcVICtnlffl W;1rand 
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An Orpl11111's Joun1l'y 110111c 

isnov, 1 prison guud. Bob "'»IOO)'Ollng10,en.·eUI VIClnam, butM still 
,..orl.1 i111he milit&ry. He isinc~of•ciqwln,c,u lilal mtl,:sv,e~s. 
Antonia (TOON) Ila, v,Med ro, O\'ff 20 )'C'IJS ill I flCIOI') milling "J'aWl"S 
forMdloNld·s.1nJ is•51a1ccllampionbo,,, l..,..M11ildcat~)dil'd. 
and1M11:i1110v,-ay10CClff'Obcnt<,lboa(IC,0Kc\nlcsx,riH$hciokl!M'ir 
lidsabou1ourdad. llu1thl1is11111 importan1111ymorc. l c1lkd .lohn.hc 
pond,:mlaboul !hcifkaofmtth"I v,·Ma man hr !bought "••lrud) dad. 
and he 1rinl 1obur). llculled 1heothcJ1,.o.and1M) ,.·=niwio sec 
lhcirf11h..Tonc1110tt1i1M Ninr)car,..,_fon))nnaftnhtsawthcm 
IISl.m) f11hfffinall) 1,1,. hismiss.insc hil.mnapin . h"-asannnoiiona l 
11:union: bul 1!1mc111: IOOmlll) Kan Iha! Mill need hca.lillJ.aad I doubl 
1rucheilingwi11c-·n11~cplace. l hopc l ninrq,lal:c,on,cofmi faihcr'< 
painful mcl!Kri.-, for plusan1 QMs. I clMOlnuc hit past. but J can help 
rcbuikl,.ha1e,·er1imehrh11 lc ft,.i1hmome-n1Jofpridc. lli1,..etl,·oi«"ill 
become Ml'OOJI tn me, in lhc land of milk and hone) that failed todiKO\er 
wl\a11a,ca1m111,isi1edthisbndoo« 



llt:DORA. 

"'""'"'"""""' 
cdinl.osAngi:le.sforntarly"'·dn)·eari. My~formo'o·ing 

1tCcomplic1tcd.butprimaty.,,·astha1 l as,,x,aicdLAwithfun 
~ Ofl!IOl'lmlily:lfl)'Jtcpf1ll1cralw1ysdto-,·cu,ckJ,..nto"-a«:hthe 
Dodgcrs«Angi:ls; -..·hcntnr I •·isiled my ,;bd.. -..-c im·ariably -..mi to see 
- IIIO\irl; and K>"ffll times I mack trips IO Divot)land 111d Kno!fs 
~f-. 1atso,.,..Sli111..d8obGoW!h-..-ail~.Theproblem-..·ilh 
tilt cit) is that mosll)" all )OU mntmbrr is 1M Wf\·in1- LA011ttn1etic»-
lik 1hc: •gar thal oobn plaais • 10 entia: insa;u: '°""-.d doom-ti the: 
opportunityl'.orrt1lffllinmmt:bul)ui'dbebdtcroffli,in1ou1Jidtlhc:city. 
dri, ina: in fi'om. say. Rinrside or Hatcrsfidd 10 do somcthin,: fflffll0f1lblc. 

The first 1hin& )"OU n01kc upon entering Los Anu- wlla! confinns 
1tw you"rcthn-c-i, the smoa: 8aktt$1icld might lla,-c the-..o,,uir. but LA 
llas1notoriousgray•beigclla:tc1"irlina:the1irlike1m1lc,·olcn1plag..eof 
Chinesecockroac:hn---<onfusingyourvilion,com,p1inglhc:")".infcsting 
)ourlungs.andstainin1an)·thina;notlll0\·ing.lfox>1ff!C011erxttdw,cer. 
;,,.·ouldbesmog:IOfflctime, l-..ondc,-ifilllasgi~mW1tsomc:discasc, 
rnd)lOC!tplodcin m)"lunporbumthroughm)'•·cinslikabiocMmical 
1imebomh. Sirugcl)·. the sinoa isooly no1i«ablc duringday ligh1: either 
1Msun·1raysna1urallybringout1hisdullair..:anecr•scolorvia li1-up 
par1icula1cs,or 1hcinfos1a1i0<1oonsdous ly111cmpts toooun1crac1thesun·s 
prc=.diffusing theonepo11it in,n11ural.andregcncTa1i,·c plt'SCnctina 
soul-wekingdaily111wail 

Di$Unech«omctblum:d; -..·hct,you•rcin~ffic.oppu,edbythat 
beigcblankct.)'Ollhavt1101C11tcofD•far)'Ollha~clO~•·clorpm:iscly 
-..·bnr)·ou·rca1-Ulis, in1cit)•~11 l'.orbcingl\atand wicle. Millions of 
hapless denizms th111 sloa daily through lhe SUfflS or r_...-.ys. cra .. :ling 
orlurchinaalong 1Mblac~top•·cins10-.-·anlsomcvagucdcsli1111ion. like1 
trainofoo.,,-sinaslaughtCfflOllwlab)·rinth;or.onrainydays. likepCl(:keuof 
phlcgmsiifflyandsicadilybein&lloebdupand~Andatnigllt.!he worsi 
isthc40So,,nthchi11intoSamaMonica:"hitet..adlighissnakingdcJ••n 
thc llill. ftloi 11illigt11s(fll-.. ling up-like the: ton:hcs of1 illmdffd 11S1:ttics 
.o-.Plg,piill."llerctheyarc$Krificcd10anclusi>·cgod.lhc:ttboiling 
bloodooringbldc1CJ,..·nhi lllikc$111guincb,1t. 

Dm-cr, COIIIC 10 rationloli~ thc mitny: acolyces in 1M cuhof~,o. 

UIC) lll'tt to '""O- o, 1hffe.llo\lr drfrcs cxh " "a)" bco:a11tc. ~Hey-it pay:r, 
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ll [l)ORA 

11·11gttaloppin1111ff)~ lhan iopoyolfm) - ·hou$<'inSauguo;ifl suffer 
,omc ,wrnimc on 1hc 1>,:cltnd, I'll ma)M fOnled:I) We m) f.amily to a 
mo, ie.~ l.~m1. I pl'\'dict !IW t'\'Cfll,..11)._,.-i,h home-wed SUVsal~idy 
rmmi.,g- Angckl\OS "ill just in,..,st in mini.RVs anJ li,·c vn the frec,,,ay 
"henlM)l,.orking' l>ri, ing·,.;nbttcwnc !MIIOrffl:permanmt$1<,psthc 
ab<,rr,mon 

• lo .... <"')l"111r..""'~----••-r.... u11-•lldl 
.,.,_ .. 1,., ..--.,.,..._......._...... - • .--.c•-~-
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Comic Book Sho11 

'"""""""' 
@'; •qu~ Sunday1flmioon.,.hiklhtsoo bnuOOVln0111htci1y,1 

wmicbooblottisopen.Thestore,itsinlhebu.sino:J&diSlricllmOllg,o 
any51iff.51uffy,lllduprig.h,corponteoflicn.Thcparl,.in1loliscalm. 

NoontisllOOl'ld, rigblly,oconsldcringi1is1Sunday.0nt "·°"ld110t know1 
romicbool.storeNlamOftllhedullofficcsc~~d,.. 1bluc-and-ml"ligh1•up" 
Mlr\'tlromicssignstand!inlht ,..indowaloog"·ilh 1$1gnof'lht-cokn 
,,.o,:llimin11ht-isoprn.Omer1hlnlhat,lhtSSOttloobublM<landdrtat)· 
aslht1n1of lhtbu.sincssdisttict.As011t"approachcslht1taudoorlhltis 1hc 
ponal101,.ffldofSUptrhen::,e$111d,·ilJains,onc5mlhtston:hoursstalC'd 
pllinl)inbllckStw,>ieon1black1n1hhi1c$1gn.Onccinsideont6rldsoncself 

       
SuptmUR.lbunan.SpidnmM..WondcrWom-.Scom,oflheX·Men.andO!h-
m.Ontllso.lffllPiles-of lhtlll05lfonaidableofvillairu:LnL\llhc:r. 
1\c:kiltr,Grtt,,Got,lia,~..,,;11\c:Brolbtrtlood. Afkfaci.-ltdging 
lhc pr-.sslhar: lintcslllowall$ofdN,S1Dtt ii lht form oflOft.)lick.-·tred 
t,oob,o·itlrbriUiantillw:Mntionssundiilguprighlonclarplalticshrt..'C:J.onc 
rtalius wt lhtro,nic booblott is. in fact. DOt I S1Dtt MIll. bul sllop. SIOrcS 

IHI WJrr and mon: l!)l('ious: 5llOpS smalln mon: intimitc. Al a 
Horcootffl0011n1ersadffl:•r lhtcashr,:gi.r,:r,inashopooetn0011n1crs thc 
prorri(lorin t~ l samc place. Th is is ""htrtonilfinds IIIM. llc i111111c~ac: 1lya1 
1hcrcai51rr.lrti1si1tinginlht1ypc:ofchaironc:migh1findin~ncighboring 
corp,::n1toffio:cs. .. •OD111plllffthalsiabthind1faw:,..oodco111u,er. 

   
  

... . isfordic,,rflftd•ut."'lback. lk is1101mtittlybl,ldbulhasopl<dto 
     

haimlfdaes.llisM1ircissinipltandmm-lhar~l:~iscc,mforu,blt. llt 
wcar11CMis!honandba:sko:tt»II dlons"ilh1Supc:nnan1.~in; lhcSllpff!l1&11 
t•~ini1mon:lhan~ning..l.arsc,roundpr$lip1ionalwnm1g11ifycoolgrey 

     

C)cblv,,s,ptt,and lht$11houwcof1beanldueto1dl~"ilhoul1W\·can, 
1llrhc11111td1151)'t,ro,,.11. llislool:sareasonc:"·hois001ucloilctofor1yas 
1hiny•nllll',lll)rdOK10lhin)'•ht1S1hiny•six.lledocs1101ha•·tlht)'(llldi Or 
diiA)•l~IIOl'docs hella,·elhtscnseoh,giirglllaldiir1)·•nir,c,brinpabout. llc 
is diiny.se,·cn or lhlrty~ight. While he siU one soees ill him 111 lbc: -1 char-
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Comlc Uook Shop 

  

,-andonrtaaWIChilM'leialinrpicudc. llrilalh)bo)·Jlilln,ldingho,6,si 
o:<lfflic.•.,.~,..,J and •ill)·. holding on IO !ht hml ho is 1101 bu! can c.,f'<"ricnct 
1hrou&),$11<hpnd.wria..Thcool)JOl>Qdill1hrroomisdli111"irlinz"'i1Jl) 
but Rill _,cho,,. calml) in iho ail'. lk is UIIIWffl oflhe world •ound him 
wl-,rn,bal,i(sc,yondrooand p,,M1l!SOOlh< " ilh M1fl Li1~•and;.1.foarms 

u,~·p,l>.-.p.a p;i1roocntmlhcfrontJoor.1h<!propric10rm:oi.ni1.Csthc 
manandpttpa,«Monkrofbools for~im. 'flltp:,lnlllUjl-:~n,I) 
p,!llronsof,;o,nic~IIOmfflgct!Crlll)~OIChildttn.. ... hoeomc 
.,.j1h dumbfound«! i:wcnb ur.ab!c IO~1h<ir child•, f1,.;ina1ion. While 
lhcpropric'lorJ!n'P>ffSlhcbools.lhet"O<i,.,.,idlbrnil""')Thcpropicu)r 
ii~ diffcmi1. 1~ cloDOtiaD.~or•iUaiai.lllt:,clo-ulk 
SW Wari or Su,Tr,,-1,,, ~- ull ab<l1n 1bcil' fanitia. ulk XIOU1 dmcs: 
lhepa1roni11profcsliorandlhepn.lP'itlOl'U01MiiMc~hor. The)ullabolrt 
b...aadmwual~Btq,.bccp.!Kpllro.nits.Md-i...p111011('11-
IC'IJ,lhi•palmllis1lm1.-.Thcdacwbcq,s..ondpaln.lllimt«Mdc~~:hool, 
mpicl cJup. V.'i1h c,·C'l)'P,,tron!h<prop,-idofulUaboo11101hi11ginn,l11,on 10 
comic1. lhc) U>·c li,n, lhc-se p:,UODK lhc pt09l'ictor haJ I lifc. IOO! Th~ ull 
ab<llllm1in>1r~phcnonlemmdinlnSSS11ChU Trk-,ilalandlT00\·ic$0hl1 
l ind1. They ialk mu1ic, Hc·y ha, e "i>ts! lkcpl lkcp! !ll:li!'! llic doo< beeps, 
incorMp.:,lron1.01tl gop:11rora.1h<duS1,.hi1,.iintin1hc1,risoo1Jvoi:h)1he 
.ioundof"l k).COOf1$!-·ltcllo!""lkwta,c)011'."""Goodl01«~<111!""llo,."s 
lhe,.ifcT"Andthtch,klrffl?"'Thcpall'Oll!llr<fflOn'than~ln.>flS;~an, 
iiicflJ..H1cpropriclor$11'1ik:5,11btm"ithfamili~.Mldlhc)oll...,ilc~k. 

\\"kt, !Kdl) i,,o,.·nar,,:llbcPffll""ielo.Jrllllollciillhe>&oRapia. 
,_.., ..,._ Th=oeclc,,n•........ ., .. T)rcofdoa•ffilllonr 
111iglu 6nd in nl:111) ofthoscr,cighboringcorronlfoffi~n,111(:()fflr,ut(l'INI 
tibbrhindafau,.ooct_,-. tk i)noloillfflhcnacuaoc:b;:,ol,fQ(lcr. 
lt.dolm1 fngn,no<ol'fc0o,.ship6lls 1herooin.andonecaa ltill'~t11frlbilit;, 
lie i,uash) bo> ruding~i, 61$1 comic, he ~~1. no.ulgic o,a 11il~ and""~· 
"arddliklhoodiWl;me.ThcM1Und1i" lhcroommofjollit)and101:i.abili\\. 
lk is1.,..,,,oflhc•uld."hm: b.lbirH~'and<:00andpX\'I\U~hcwilh~ 
l i»nand~fcanns.. 



Station 
MrhodGrttri 

.A:.ps-ion SM alone OIi I nnl simch ofhilfl""I)', C'fflpt)' bw for 
lfflglecar !hat w liooud iooneoftho pumps. lMidc the~ 

,...,1youngm1nsiuingoathopuscngi:rlideinlhtfrontea1ing 
chips "hile gu pouml in101hc ~- The man sum! 1hrough 1lte "indshicld 
pa1t1hcdrieddirt1ndremainsofffyingin sect1111hcroo,·cni~manin 
fronlofhim. 1t1 ligh1sshoneoo1 into thedarknes,Mdbkndcd wi1h1hc 
moonli,itu,.hilotho$0Undoftheman',crun,;hing•ndthegu'1runningand 
thccri(-kds'chirpingblurrcd~inton01hins, 

Thclffiff'1doorlkwopmand-.,d,,:rn11111cn:dinlollw:car.poi,u,ga 
pn•lhc-il$ide. 

fint_,.iflhispn. 
Thrml;mau-ihishea:lmdloobc!MthelOCCllld-. ......'hll'rbe 

... full. 
"Onou1ofWca-.·thcs«ondmanJhoutcd..,aia,jabbinJ!heair 

,.,lllhispn11C'CC111dtimc. 
"No."lhtfintmansaid. 
The -.I m•n didn't shout again. In stead he ju>1 loolcd a1 1hc 

fiM man, u111,blc to bclio,·c "hat he'd hcanl. "Gi:1 out," ho u jd i n~..-• fow 
1«or.d1. llu11hi1 timohcwasn·1ang:ry,justroofasi:d. 

"1'mnotgct1i11out."thc fintman said.l)',lning1dupinl0hisll1Q<lth. 
"l'm-.linslhisar."dltsecu,dmanaplliood.c.-,,mud. 
"II.now." 
"Tllen,"hrjat,bcdthc-.-.~Oll.-
Thrlinl-sllookhishad"Gabl." 
ThrlOCCllld-llaraibldly. llis..,.,-.lq.u...open. Thmhc 

&tcn.lknnhishft:lmlUphishwmdbithislip.lOOcmfinodlOi.no..-"t,;w; 
10do,.Aftcr•"hilcMicbwerJIIO(l10-10himllldhrdl.dcdlskinlo lhc: 

 
"Gctoutoftho<:ar."heshouied~~·."or l'U thoot)'N." 
"l'mnotlt\O\'in',"the mantoldhim. 
"l'1nk1iou,,"the$CCOtld mansaid,his ,'Oiee nlk:d" i1hfNl!ralion. T ll 

kill)w,· 
 

(l;,4- •V'.,..M 
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St,1lion 

dmlbalouclflllllmllar1r1iohirnxlrllldsbnmoJlhcdoor. Th:sc,,,ondman 
JUfflJl<'dinsidtandpullcdhl'ldoorstna.lhmhq•.1illOdcbonalllhcdoor'°'l.s 
..idn:;,,:hro IOSW1 tho car. Thi, l")1 "ffl' missmg. lk lool,:al on thoda!.hboanl 
andaroinlhiminthocar. l k,:hi:dtddlr-•ooraidwidt,-lhc,...luhe 
bnlnol.")l-lkpca,,:dandhilhisli.ull1p1111tlhchcm:SI. 

lk turned his he-ad a,,d sa" · lhc fw man Sllnding OUIJi<le. aiing his 
thipsandkdffll.._ The   
m•."Gi,·cmrlhcl")l--hesbouled. 

  
"Jlw:~'S.-lhc-.unlmanshoubl,"plynrlhcl")-,..M 
Th:flntman10uehroh1'1ca-and$hcd~'-l.4....,'1htar)1JU.-1,e 

uid.h",'Oioed..tlQ,oll 
"fk~rn.,i,;,,d,odo,crllldroll.-dcbonlh:.,il,Joy,bctv,m,lhcm 

lllen he hdd 001lhcgunaodshoulcd11111M: man. --c;r,., me lhc goJ damn«! 
k")-s!"" 

- 1don'1h:i,edu:m.-tlw:fin1man\Okltlw:""'ond!IWL 
lhe man l<)y,ffi-d his gun and lookN • lhc lights of1i., mini 

u,:111. l 'hmhl:r.,i~:dh"gun:ljlainandlool.;:dblcl.a1!befirstman.·Wlw;n::in: 
..,,,.. 

"'Mybrollw,rha11lw,m,"1hcfiri1man11id 
"'Wtw,~·s 1ier 
"IIISidc."lhc fil'llmanuoid. --vsinjlhcbathroom.- lkllt'ancAACfchip 

"lkhaHOIISlipMion.-hcsaid. lkatcanochtnhipandlooM-dllthcini11i mar\ 
1hlrlho.•lool;alh:ackdo,,.nmllhc~man.-lkmig)llb.:a"hik" 

Th:$«>Wlmanhi:hisho:ad.-,,idocSU'fflll"hed. 
"JuslhcJl,.ircit."lhcfir,11manu,ld, 
"\\'hair 1he k'COnd ma11 asifd. l k sw i,'d,:d h" Mad on 1"" si.,..;ng 

"h«ltoheoouklxcthtfinaman. 
"lt01wi~1""tar."1l>c:finan11n.aid. 

  
"Oon'ttcllmc)"011can·111,ot,.iffacar,-IMfil'llman$aid.~the 

-·· 
·Whal?" 
Thcfu$1,-,_l,al~lhc"_,.,llldunlod.ed1ht:OXII' lk 

pulled ilopmandd,mb,,-,J insidt. "lloll this."ht said. hQ!ing !he bag ofchips 
iolhc,ooon,!man.   

ff~M - ~ 



St,1Uon 

ThtfW$1ma1bmlcbrt,nnliac:hlld..mlhe~"hocl.tkpulkd•tome 
"irnb•"hilcnlito:ncha'c"•a~nllhe~n.nblediolife.He 
rartdbaupandlODlr;lmmips.puli,ghisdoorthlllnlti:llling-.Ohisseac. 

Tht$IIX(lll,jma1bop,rootn-cbullhn510p!X'd. l-kk:d.edorr,-a-athe~ 
n-. "ho"•.-iltatinahischip.. 

"Gdl'U."hekllcllheman. 
Thtmanlookcdorr,'ffathim.thewinthisfflips.•~'haff 
The,ax,ndmangrabbcdhisgunandpointal~Mlhcman."G<tthehtll 

(U." ht.!h:ulcd. 
"lpouic.u.llal'J il." 
"An: )"OU imlM? l'mSlt&linglllitcar." 
"No)-ou·n:not.)w'n:juslpus!, .....,-.l" ThtRCaldmanblinkd 

ie.Mtimn.-V.cll"lhefin1mansaid."n10"Pl1C.-rdr 
ThtJ«IOddmai!Clhis:p,oalhe~andbep,iootn-c. lkpuJlcd 

w:c:l lhe p 511Cion.Dlinglheho9t~"lc:aalheground.nlsp,!dolfcbrt,n 
lhcltp'l)'. lkG'Ol-c ro, Jl:\'ml mirulcs "ilhoul fa>"WII .i,ihing, swaiting the 
..ldf ,imcandbfalhinahea,ilylhn:iu;gllhismouthun1ilhisdaOM"-.ckyand 
tlff.Thrfi1'$1mandidn'1speaktithcr,bulcon1inued10mhischips.Thcn,afkr 
abou1~minutcs.ht1iftoohisbag11)Yo11Jdslhcll'OOIK!man. 

"Chlpffhtasklld. 
"No."~1es,ec,ondman!>liJ."ls~anythi11gtodrink lllthiscaff 
"No." 
Tht ll\Xlrldmannodo:kd in! swallo,,'C(I • fcwiimn.tryWlglOku-phis 

moudldo,cd nlbrcllhcthn)ughhis.-. "\I/he-redid you 11:am 10hoc wire a 
al"!" he&llcdaftff#IOlhtrmirule. 

"<l)m." dlCN'lt,....said. 
"OIL"ThtJ«IOddmani..a.liow,,dagain."lslhk ycum'!'.,._. 
· w11o•5is iff 
"Mylmhcr'L" 
"Why'd)-ouhol"·iffitforme?" 
"Youa;,uili'tdo~)OIW!Clf." 
~llul ifS)ourbl'olMt's car." 
"lwasintheboy1COUts."t11Cfir$1manAid"ilh1sm.allshrug. 
Thtmandioughl lora"'hilt. 41111dcni'10:pbin"hy)whelp,,dmt 

Slc:al)'(IWbioolCr·sat." 

https://irnb�"hilcnlito:ncha'c"�a~nllhe~n.nblediolife.He


St,,tlon 

"ffflilmiM"'."" 
11": --.-md manlookdahn.lhrmt..L•111Cll.'Gd.1'hma•Mlhing in 

..g1,1....:it.:m..ui·1 ....ianbcr....._ •• 
''So "J>rn:Mc)'OUgcing'.'"lhe~mana!l.tJ. 
"ldool"tk-'r 
"lllfn"h)'"dyoustealacarr· 
"lno:<:droiC 
..\\"hfr 
"So lcoulclp:,fa<zcr." 
"l'Mfir,1mannodded . ..llu1)011do1(1Lnow¥1~ )0Cl•.., goin1.· 
"f..oo1<. 1·111mone .. ih111e.,..,·11,o_,.i-~-.,1-nll!L!h,;-

quc,111111.!lslhatcl<aff 
"lkll)'Oll • ..,l""isn.11oaded."lhcfini:mansaid. 
111< $<COlld man gr.d,t,cd hil gun and poi,11,-d It hi1 ~sscngc,r. -Of 

COU1Wi1.sbclod." 
"lfs an,,·ol,cr."1hofil"Slman uid." lcanx,:thc0Mlnbcn"ben)ou 

poin1itMmr. Thc)··n,fflll")'." 
l hc~roo.n "asbn-alhinghi,a,,·il) through h~ 11IOUlh~in. 
"An:)vugoing io ..~lherual?"lho~rs,:manll!Mld. 
Tho1>.•x111J 1nan lookalbac~~ttheroadandroruinucddri,;ni;. '",\n:)otl 

,un,lhm,",1nolhinginhm:10drinl.-1'' 
·Vcs." ll,cf,rs,:manrca,c:h,.-durdc-rhis_i,t~ctandp.,He<IOCJlagunThc 

JCQJlldffllll-lndfclapir,slihccbx~his'-"'9:inlhc-. 
-i>oii·1s11ootme.~doo·1d,cx,tmr.·h:110n:amal. 
· \\'c"n, going10p;, o1Tthciwd."lhc6rs1man said. 
TMll«Ondmangr.,bbodlMS1Ctnng"hcdandthccwjt,kodba<;"~ 

inlolinc-. 

"I'm IIOIJ:OM& WIOI )'OU." lhcfil"SI man ~id. lk1llfflCl! IM ~un 
around md held ot OU! to !he second mm handle ~ISi. "Take it." 

l h: sc,;,onJ man"s e,-nllic~,-d b:icl. "'1d fonh from Ille gun IOlhc iwd. 
Thcnhc~upsndlOOL.it 

"" l1 ·san1utom,1ic.""thcfi rs1m1n .aid."11ot1aclip.llla1n·aipe<>f'lc 
doo"1l.no,,•"hethcr o,-no1 ifsloaoal." 

111,; SttOl><.I mao looked 31 lhc gun and 1hcn laid i1 on llK: duhboord. 
-11,w,.· 

https://Thcnhc~upsndlOOL.it
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St,1tlo11 

"Soprobltm."thc:fitstmansaid.otinganolhnchip. 
"lha,ctodrinksomethinjor l'm goinglOdit." 
"Youantr.cforda)·s offyouro"nurinc."!Mfirstmansaicl. 
"Thac"J disgus1in1. l can"1drinkmyo,,.11...-ine." 
"Thm:'tanothcrp,st.11ionuphm1fewmileJ." 
""Doc1:i1ll:a,·c 1 minim.-.r 

Thr second man no6ckc1 "Ho,,.• farT' 
"Aboulhalfanhour." 

Tor car pulled inlo the psN!ion and the second man .set tlM: parking 
bnllc.'"l'Ubc right back."hesaid. 

"Wh11C>·tt,"thc:firstmantoldhim,crumpl inghisnnpcydiipbagand 
io.1,n1~out ofdx"'indow."GnmelDCftchips." 

"Ob)."Thc-.d 111111"'-.lbdd01Mmini11111t.,.~•":ujuRas 
cmp1yuthrp,S1Mion. Hcgrabbrd1boakofsodaoutofthc:rcfrigcn,tor 
andopcnc,Jit. drinking1llolitin1fewlon1sips. ThenlM:blK'dapinst 
11lr,.indo-.<•andsighcdinrelKf. 

lie p bbcd I li11lc buke1 and filled it wi1h sodas and chips. and tlM:n 
v. allcd1othccountcr. Thcrcwasnoonc 1hl:resohcdingcd1hl:li11lebcll 
ll u111 ill noooecamc. 

"Hello." ht shouted. No one answered. He lcanN forward IO ,ie,e if 
thm: ,.uadoor into a back room. Th.ffl: ,..asn•1onc. bul he saw a body 
l)iftson1hel\oor bcltind1Mrowitn. hwasa)'Olllllmll:lin111<1ifonn"·itb 
his-.Carl.onatialctag undtfthe"'ontsZippi.\lan.ll islind badbecn 
tpl•OJIC'flandthel\oor "-asw,·em;linbloodmdtnins. 

Thcs«ondmanfclJa"liYfrooithc:OOW1tcr,droppin1 his basletonto 
the floor. lie b y Ihm panting. !lit face "''as "hite and sweat rolled inlo his 
C)ttmd sn,ngh im. Then hcjumpt.:I up and reached o,.·er1hcro11n1cr1ogn,h 
thc:pl,onc. l lepickcd11plherecciVffbut11!="-asnodialtone. llcre;><;hed 
forlhe phone lndJ&w lhc cord bad bcm clll. fkdropptd the recci,·erand 
ranoul$w;lt1i:1in. lkstoodthcreby!Mdoorthinl<ing whal1oclo. Then 
IM:lc~o,.·uoocoflllc littlcpot1cdpalnttrccsbythcmu-anccandth'"'· 

The~ man pulled opm the door and dropjlCII into the dri,•cr's 
K:l~shalin&badlyandwipinghisface. 



Sl,1tion 

"l>idyo11g<1mychips".""lhcfirstNnasl.fdhim., 
1M1Ucndanfsbttnnmrdcml." 
"R,:,011)'!"" 
'"Y6. The phone·, brol.en. Do)·ou lla,c I plloM?" 
"Why?" 
.. We ti:o,·etocall the police." 
"Uul)Ou"n,1car1hirf." 
·n,a1docsn"1manc,-.wclla,·e10calllhcpolicc!" 
The fom man lool.ed bad al the mini mart. ··1"°'1'1 haH a phonc.·· 
"Whtn,"11htna~ plau"ithas.t..-"!'" 
The fim man thought a momcm. ··1 guess the p, 1u1ion." 
"Yl'lw:rulllac?" 
TM fin! man poimcd in 1hr dil"l'Cl.iool 1hcy had - from. "Al:>ou1 

f~minulff.." 
1'hc plxc "cjui1 came from?" lhc s«ond man asltd. 
Thcfil"UIIWIIIOddcd. 
"11>1"! thrn,anyplaccdostr? Whaf, lh.al "11)'?"" lk point..-d in the 

oppo,itcdir«1ion . 
..A1o"ni11ab<>u11wohours." 
"l'ht s«ond man hit his head 1pin1111>1: Slctring \\hcd •·r>amn." he 

bn,a1h,-d. llc,11artcd1hccarandpulk:doutof1htp,su1ion. "l "on<kr"ho 
did iL"ht Aid. "OO)'OU 1hink somronc robbtd 1hcpl-?Or1hcylilltd him 
forsomcothcrrca10n?" 

· Doe,~manff1"1hefirumana$ked. 
"No. l g...,,1101." 

'l'Mc•puli<d ifllOlhtpsstMion.ninnin,O\"CT!hc "-'ii had ldt 
l)ingonthcgraundO\"C1"anhourai;o.Thc!«ondmangotou1oflht,;arand 
ran inside. "l kllo. "htnlkd "I nttdsonwhdp. Som<Onc-"1bttnmurdcm.l." 
Hc111Y1 !htphorlcal>dj)Klcd it up. There Yl&Sldia!!OMlnd hccatkd 911 . 
l ie 111RW:J around and looked across the room u tho, opcmor pic\N up ihc, 
~.On1hcHoora11hcotbercOOof1bes10rcl>c,a,-•$Olll1.-thlllgth.11taugh\ 
hi,,1u,,n1ion. lkdropp<d1hcn,a,i,erandrana.:ro,,theminimlft.Blood""S 
runningoutfro<1111nJC1"adooranJfonnin~apudd1<:on1h,,,1loor. llelookcd 
111hccloor."hil,hlladalinkmalestdfigun:oniland111ph.lngingo,•c,-i1 
th.at$11id RC'S(rooms. 



S l <1 t io11 

"OhGod.-lhtKC'Olld nw1saicl, "hisbrothff.-1\cllned IIOUlld and 
Y"llhinlmansaandingbdlind him. HtSWlcdlO,i,nkbullhtlhirdman 
liftcdaha1cllnands--wgitdown.TheJteondmans,;rcamcdandthehatchct 
struckhi5111.-ck.knockinghim10lhtftoor. 

lhclhirdmanopmtdlhtcardoorand fcllintothedri~«·ssca1. He,c1. 
, blood)har,;hctonthedashboanlbylht 1wogunslll<IK11lixpackofbetr 
bcl"milhe!CIIIS. 

•·Didyougcr m)"chipsrlhefirsrmanaskcd. 
Thclhirdmanhandcdhimat,-aofdlips. "1,ich hcop:ned...dbq;an 

Cllliff&.lhclhinlrnan pullc,d1beff~outofi1Spl151icrinaandopcncd iL 
~\\'hm"<-rtyw.ThcW.00. 

"l"-usiaing~alllhetime.-lhe firsrmansaid. 
Thelhird1N11ru:htdundcrlhtS1ttmg .,.·herisndlidclkdv.idllht 

.,.fttinil it$11ncd. Tlw:nhc:ba-koclupODIOlhchip,,,-.yand$palolfinlO ,....... 
-w"°"-asrhatgu)':hcmcd. 
l'hcfintmanshruggcdandcrunchc<lachipinhismoulh."Ooesit 

mlQe-r?" 

https://hm"<-rtyw.ThcW.00


The Plglnmp 
MichaelGreen 

(J) J'}.cn the news ended. Flom,cc. IS she.' d'.d CW')' night. took her 
1~,:·::~::.~~ ~~::;:~~~-;~"::!:·::::~~'. 

Ouceshehadfini1Chc'dt~tasksshc!um<doff111tlightinhcfsmalLcrisp 
bathroom,hc1•)""'ilh!lltsmcUoffaruandL)•fOl.and"-,ilktdintohcrlittlc 
sq11Jrcbcdroom.flcrbcdroom.!ikothcn,~1ofherapartmcm."·assrna1land 
dr:1bandbro"nwi1hs/h, t,·esofknick- l nacl"Sand~~andO!hcr 
pi«,-s of garb.>~ site treasured: the colkcted mcmc,uos of K\"C'tl decades 
ofdull. rnca11ingksslifc.Shctool.offhcr slippc<Sand hcr robcandc limbcd 
imo bed ,..,., cautiously. Shcwas,.nringathicknight~·nand.cvcn 
thoughi1wns,:ver11yd<:grecsinthcroom. pulledh<,rquihup owrhcrsclf 
wi1l1 the cxci1c"'cn1 ofsornconc cs.aping a "'-"'-'P and unrelcmi"il chill. 

Sh<:slcpl prop,pN uponpi110,,,s, 11mostsiuing.Shc5C!hcrhca,y. 
coke OO!tk glilS~s with the large pink plas1 ic frames and 1hc 1hin gold chain 

      
of water.a small "-ind upalarmdocktha.tcoukln"1bc$«nin11lrdark. 
and a large gr,:cn cc"fllmic pig lamp. lllC pig had a big. "idcdly dc!ig.h1cd 
cxpn,$Jion on his swine-like face and lar]!C black masblc:scmbodd«I imo his 
glos1y.puircficdll<"Sh. llisfron1hoo,·cs"·c..:dappingincxcitcmcnt,and 
beforeshctookafinalsipofhcrwatrrandsaidgoodniglt1101>r:rstlfoncc 
again,Flor~shookhcrhcadindi~ 11tl>r:hideouslamp.ltwa, much 
coouglyforhcrswcali11kgingcrbrcadbouscofan1bodc.Shc11riggled,as 
mLKh as a wom~ ofM'I' a,h-anccd age could wri£ik. b3ck inm her mass o f 
pill0»$ anddcarcdhcrlhroat. Then she lifted her two thin, frail hands o ut 
infrontofhcr and clappt.slclcarly andloud lytwiceiuthc air.Thcpiglamp 
tumt:doffllldthcroombttamedart.l'k:ttnc:cscnlcdhcrM:ldbackand 
fo1Jcdlltrh>nd10,crhcrstom1ch1ndprcpared1ofallaslttp 

lla!fa11 hourpasscJ . Florcncc fdl asl..p.Shcdream<dofthc1hings 
sh-., haddonc1hatshcha.dcn~·cd in the past. Things she had f~cn and 
wou ld forgctagainonccshcawolc . Hcrdrcams wcrehal'l')' OJ\C:5. The) 
c~mc 10 a stop, 1,c.-cr aga in to be rc-mcmbcrrJ, wllrn she wolc up suddenly 
andfoundthclighlsoo inhcrroom 

Florcnccsne<:U<landloo~cd:ll"oundlhcroominsurpris.,.1tartlc'dto 
!ind hcrsclf~ddcnly , ..a~cand in 1hc light Sllr assumed it must have be.:n 
morning again i nd tut the night waso.-cr, bu, her linle alarm clod had not 



The Pig 1,.1cmp 

goncolf,asilusuall)' did.announcingthatthetimchadcotMonctmorcfor 
IM:r10g~outofbcdandtatbrancnnlanddccidewt..110doforthertstof 
the day with ilsdull. urgtn11)' wienthusi.utic ring. Outsick11M: sma ll window 
lhatlookedou1fromher bcdroomshecooldsce11M:ck-ctri<:ligl11darlnessof 
nigh1. Thelampbcsideh,:rbtdwastumedon,thcorange lighlglo"·ingou1 
fmmoHrthehcad ofher grecn pig, 

Shcyaw11cdandresenledhcrsclfin10 1ho hca p ofpi llowsbchindher 
andadjus1cdlM:rquiltooceagai11sothalitwaspcrfce1lylaidou10verher. 
Shelifledherhand5andclapped1wiccinthc air. Thepig lampwentout 
andsltedoscdlM:rtyesinthedarkness.sighingassheprcpartdtofallback 
.ulttp. 

st.t ..·ualmostaslttpagain.h.alfou1ofconsciousness,whenshe 
M'anl1so1mdlllltbrought her1w;ikei.pin.Sheblinl.td&lldsatup.Thc 
lampbesidtbcrbnlwubackonandherroom"-aslighlonce1r11n.Ccrtain 
shehad lumcditolf.shelookedaroundtheroocn inoonfUOOfl.Shech«ked 
hu clo,;k and saw that noi forty mim11e, had passed since she first ,.·cm to 
bcd.FiN.lly,unctrt1inwha1"-uwrongbu1fcclingtircdand " 'lll1ing10go 
toskcp,slttclappcd 101umthelampolfon(:e-andtriwtogohackto 
slo:cp. 

This 1imc. lyi ng in tlte darkness. M'r eyes dosed. trying to sleep, 
Flo«:11ccsuddenlyhcard asharp, fla1 smackinthe room. Hereyespopped 
opcnjus1asasccond. idrn1i<:al sound follo,.·cd.Aloncethc lampbeside 
hubcdtumcdonaJ>dil!uminJtcdthemom.Fklffnc,:,u1upquickly inbcd. 
f,:clingherhurt11~mhle " ·ealdy " ·ithinherchest.Shepullcdtheoo,·c~ 
back and Slood up, feeling Ilea,,· as her kgs came •"'&kt agaill. SIM: put 
huftt1in1ohcrslippcrsandw11lkcdiollcrbcdroomdoor.opcningitand 
lookingoutinloher1panmcnt h"-asdarlintheothc-rroomt,andquift.She 
lool.cdin10thedarlness.and1henloolmlbackintohcrroom. Shtlookcd11 
1hc:"·indow.whc:~shesawonlythelightsoflhecity,and1tthepiglamp. 
,.·homred1t1hew1Jl.aOOthephotog.n,ph1andtinydollsandsta1~onllcr 
shcl•·eswhoalli~herasusual. Shereachedootinfearandtumedon 
the hall ligh1. "hich illuminated mO'lt of 1he apanment. Then she walked 
about quickly intoc,·ery room. hitting every swi~ h sheeou ld fiM. She 
Hoodcd1heplaccwith ligh1.Shelookedine11cry room and e,·erydoset:md 
c1cryeupboardand in1hcrefrigera1orandthes10,·eand 1hemicro"-a•·ehcr 



<laugh1crhadhoughthc"l"andshcdidn'lknowhow1ousc.Shcfoundnochin;, 
bullightanddarl:ncssc,ery,,hc.,n,shc"'em. 

llcrhomcwasrnipl) 
Wt.,n she n,mmc,d to her room, ,,.wing again cf>c<:kcd C,'C!)' lo,;k and 

turned off e,·c!) tight. she had c.,lmcd 00--n. She se:m:l,cd her N,hroom 
once more and, almos1 u11"iltingl)',aslhooghdoingsocould .omchow 
bringhcrfe:irsto liklo<:hdhcrlx<lroomdoor,Shctookoffh<:rslippcrs 
Shcgotintobcd.Shcdappcd. Theroomwmtdark.Shcpulkdherquiltup 
tohcrchinandsa1 inthcblaclmcS$,hcrc}csopcn,wa i1ing.Shc wai1cda 
Jo,1g1imcbcfon,shchcarditagaininlhcdartncn 

c/llpc/(1{' 
Thclil!hts wcnloo. Flonorn:cclappcdandlhty!Umc,dolf 
c/upcl"p 
Thcynm:onagain.Shcgotoutofbcdan<lpidcdup1 hcphonc.Shc 

callc'<llhcpoli«. 
"The"''• sonu:.mc in mr house." she whispct'W to llw: woman a1 the 

cndof1hclinc. 

The policeman \\ >IS young and looked ,·cl)· tirc<l and. honc,11). 
unintm:5lcd.Flon,ncchadthcfcclinghcdidn·1=cif 1hcn,wasanionc 
i11huhouscocc,·cnifthcyinurdcrcdht:r. lk atldhisp,1rtncrscan:hcd1hc 
housc,.ithbigblKkftashlighu. 

·YourOOOfandwindo""• ""e"'all locked'.'"theofficuaslo.ed.looLing 
in1clo"'1. 

"Yc5.- Hon.·nccsaid,bold inghcr robo:tigh1lyaroundhcr. 
"A"' 111<,n: anyoth1·r doors oth<,rth.an the from door'.'" he asked. 

loolinginhertathroom. 
"No" 
" Oouan)·oncclscOlhcrlhanyouha,·cakcytothcapartmcnt?"'hc 

askN.opcn inghcr""indowandlookingoul>idc. 
" \\'cll ... no.Nooncdsc. Justmc." 
-Catouthcn,.-

-Cal out hcrc.~hc rcpc~1cd. ·Qn the fire escape. It's a blad cal. ls il 
}Olll'S?' 

""No.ldon·thl\'Caca1.l'mallcrgic10thcm... 

https://oth<,rth.an
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T he Pig Le-imp 

Theofficfflcaned bad imolhchou5Cand looudat hi1partnn. They 
,.crebothyoungmminlheirearl)r.<>cfltit,,.ith ~hairc11111nokrtrisp 
bl1ckc1ps. Thcye.wbangcd-Jlirugsandlookcdll'Ollndlheroom. 
hopingthcburglar"ouklllldclcnlyhopou1andwa.-e 1olhem. 

· Yous..y)·ouhcard,on,conc:clapping11)·ou?" 
- ,·n. They turned my lighu on. Stt?" She clapped in 1hc air and 

1hcroom,.c-n1darit.Tllcnshtclappcd1g1in immt,;li11elyand1hcroom lit 
upagain . ~officcr·syoungcrpan!lC'l"hldputhishalldonhis1un inthc 
hol11cr11his "-aist.and1hcofficcrg1,·chim1 dis,,ppoin1cdlootllldshook 
hi1 hc1d slo,.·ly. 

" \\'h1tprobablyhippencd."thcoffitcrsaid.punin1hi1lluhligh1back 
onhisbcll,"is1hc,;a1outsidewasmakingnoiKand)'OUhcardit• 

"Bu1i11..rntdonmylight." 
"lt 's possibk:lhit"sducto'31MkindolraullycltcUOnits. l'd sugics1 

~ou unplus )"Our cllppn." 
"8util"-a,1pmonclawing.· 
·wc11 .. n·1 possibk:lhctT"-»SOlllfOIIC"outsidc)'OUl'"indow 

cl1ppin1, 0r....,·bc,omcooconthclloorabo\lcyou "-»ma~inglllli,e lhit 
tumcdthc lig:luon." 

··Ch«kun.dcr thcbcd,"Flottncedemandcd sllddcnly.pointing 10hcr 

..facuscmc. m1'&n1T 
~kforthcbu111tar.Undermybed."Shcfokkdllcrarm,c1tfian1ly. 

Thc officCfsighcdandaodixdtohispanncr.Tbcmanstw'cdbeck11him 
siupidly. lkpoin!Cd101hebed. 

"Ch«lt."hcsaid. 
llis partncrnoddcdandpulltdh.isflashlighlout.lkponhis!mtts 

and pulled up thc quih. Then he lumcd on !he fl ashlig)lt. Ml 10 his elbow, 
1ndffl0\·cdlhebc&n1~k1ndl'orthunderne1ththcbcd. AfteraninJ~ion 
thltl.ls1cdjusi1bitlon~rthanit shouldha,·c.he$toodupagain.n:tuming 
hi1ft1JlilighClOhisbc l1. "Ncgati,·c."hcdeclarcd,"fl)'SffiOIISly, 

lhcoffitcrlookod11him,hislwldsonhiships.1ndlol',trcdhishcad. 
JhakintitsHBhtly.MMa'am."bcsaid. lifting his head apin."l"m pretty 
cc,uin thal th='s nobody in Ibis ~JWUIIC'RIC:WCpl 1M thn:.=olus. I don't 
think ln)"Olle ...., earlier. cMCf. Woni u,c I'd say tomro!K' ""l!l 

outside hantning)'Oll. uyinglOJClft:you. Probably it wu1 ncigl,bororan 



animal m•kingl>Olsc 1h11K1otTy()W"clappor." 
"V.011.- n orenot faid.1101 al all COft\'intcd, ,um ii off." 
-1:.\.cuStm<',ffll·n; 
-1f)llU Lhink 1Mcbpptrisbrokm.1un1 otoff.-Thc,...o mn, lool.cd 1111 

oxh other. "'1 an"1 do it. I c.n·1 mo-·• 1h<o ni&J'IL tabk. it"s coo hca,).-
l'bcofficcrlidN his lips and nodded. "Ob). ma'am. I'll tumoff)·OUr 

clappcrforyou.l"m surc..-eoon·,hio,..,.,,)th1n1mon:impo,Unt10do.-
Whcn111toflkergntotThisknttSandpu1hed1h<,crid1.tblcbxk10 

lht"1ilhclooi.tdupatlhebiJpiJlamp....,ilin1d,o...n1111him.llcrad1cd 
up and ftid.cdlho lampofhndon ,.;,h Lh<:s-aitchllbo-o itshtad. Thtn h,: 
wneiohisftttandp,11hisc~baclon. 

-n.ai·s:animm.,sun1lamp)·ouha,olhm:.m11'am.-hcromffll.-nl,:d, 
,1r11ightcninghisbcl1. 

..r, ..asmyhwsbllrid't.lltboughcit .. ,),rdak." 
-r-.· 
·11·11Cmblyw&l).llcWoiotastc.-
Thcoffictrnoodckd.lool.illg11111holampntllougbllc,.11,uanui.>.ed 

b)'il. 
--r,·e ..-arucd IO WO,. it ou~- ""= said. -txM II rm,nkme ofV.allcr.· 
llltoffi«rlooi.ed • thcragain.hoolin1his1humbsinhi1bc1t.··\\'cll 

m~·••"·"'•"llbcgoingnov,·. l.,1uskno"ifan)"onc:•IStboth<rsyou."' 
"YOIICln hcaruiin 1.. ,11.Andhopd"ull) IM) 'llknd _,(OIi(' 11>0tt 

rompo1cn1noxttimc."Thooffi=smiled." l llopchcdotsn"1comeb.Kl(or 
,-.-tae.hcair;cit•illhocm).,..COM<:imttofrmmllllkrcd-

n..oflkernoddcd."OoodniJlll.ma'am." 
F1Dn:fl«tumcd1nd$!00dinhctli,ingroom11krlhtpolicomcnh.i 

•·What rude arid inKiknt )·0tmg men."" s.ii4 aloud. no1 carin11 if 
IM)-ldbnrherout in!Mhall.-NornpKLforlhenldrrs. Nonc,11111." 
SJMo,.·,lkcdbacktohctroom,1umingolfalltheHgh1sar>df«ting.S..:idtdl} 
wffr ~-.·tn SM bad no confidtnce in tloe Nik YOUftl officff and his 
siupidpannn-.ShclOOkofl'herrobcandgotb,,.linu,bcd.Thtnshfcllp!lcd 
in the •ir and ..-~i!ed wilh a puakd f~prossiori n r,othing happo,l>N. 

"'Oh.-shc11id~nl),shpf,inghcrchiJhJ.;,.,..•,;n).~Shcrmhnl 
o,·cralld1umedotT1hepig!an1pb)·hand. plungingherselfin1odarlnfn."I 
"""Id (orgct myhud ifit "nrn't fastcno:d OOIOffl) 11n:~." W mimm:d. 

6'.,.-6f · OJ"-I 

https://llltoffi�rlooi.ed
https://Thcoffictrnoodckd.lool.illg11111holampntllougbllc,.11,uanui.>.ed


The l' lgLamp 

lyingbtck •pinslherpillowsandclosinshert')fl. She fcllaslttp. 
clapc1ap 
floo,nc:csa1upsuddcnlyandfoundhe~lfin1litbcdroom.Thegreen 

pig!ampwasonagain. Sbctn::mblcdinbcd,lookingalthegreenpigandhis 
big.bl;u;kc)cs.Sheswallowcdandreacbedouttoit.Shetumcdtheswi1ch 
and the lighl wmt off. She sat back and wai1cd. SM wailed for a long time. 
Shebcganiogetsleq,y. 

ck,p,:/up 
She jumped fully awake and whimpered to hc~lfas the lamp came 

ononccmore."fhebla<:kc)·csw·crestatingalhcr.Shepushcdthtco,·ns 
uidc and came to her fe,,1., forgetting to put on hersliJlPCT$. She trit<I to 
"''°'" b;ick bchir,d the end Uibk: but her arm w"Ollldn"t fit. lkn she tritd IO 

pull il out from !he wall but it was too heavy. She Slood Ihm= swing tt the 
pig for a moment. bi1ing her lip. She wem out inlo her kitchm. opening a 
drall'crandpullingou1ahca,·ys1eakknifc.Thcnlheshuffit<lbackintolhc 
bcdroomandslOOdbcsilkthccndtablc.Shcstrucktliecon:lofthelamp 
wilh lhc knife. She pinnod it against the 1able and sawed at it wilh the knife. 
Finallyshecutthrooghthccon:landthcligl,tw·tnlout.Shcgaspcdand 
droppcdlheknifcbchindthctablc.Thmshclaughcd11h<nclfnervouslyin 
thcdarl.Shefchherwayb;,ck1oherbedandsa1downon it 

"1'ornorrow,~ she whi~red. ··rm lhrowing 1hat pig away.'" 
d/JJ)clup 
Thc1ighucamconandflorenccshMled,graspingthequiltsheSII 

oninhcrfistsandlellpingoffthebcd.Thepig,..·aslookingathcr.Shehe1rd 
somelhing behind her and 1um<:-d around. Ouuidc her window she saw a 
smallblackcatlookinginatl,,rwithla'ic,gm,ncycs.ltopcnc:dits mouth 
andshcsawi1Swhi1c1«thandpinktonguc,butnosoundrcachcd in10hcr 
roorn1hrough1hc"·indow. 1t s,;-ri11ehcdqaina11hc: " ·illdow sill. Florencc 
rantothewindowandhiithcgllsswithherfingers.1rying1oscarethee31 
away.l1hiSSWatbera,igrily1ndsheshoutrdllil. 

·"(ic1oulofl>cn:,"shcydlt<l."Goaway.Jhatcca15.Bothersomeonc 

Theca1hissedaga.inandjumpclon1othefirccscape.ltsulkedaround 
thcrebenc.ullhcr " ·illdow.looltingupatlter~llyandopcninghcr 
mou1h. FLorenccturnedll'OUndandsa.""thcpig lamp smiling al her. She 
saw 1ha1 th<: rest of her apanmenl beyond her bedroom was s1ill dark. Her 



C)'fffixed0111htdar\-.Andthmthc) fixcdon!M pi1,-And 1hmsbc 
heard I hiu 1111d she Mned &nd looltd 1t1d htd I,...,. p,e on the llljp) 
black CII <llll,ilie llcr " indow kx.,~in& into htt "ilh ~p Jt'"n and )elk,"· 
C)'t$.SMht>ld~ingkhindher.like~ingMin1dnggcdxross 
I lwd sw{a<;e. and 111111C'd omund b,M she A"'' nothin1,- Then 1hc Cit 
tlj>pl...! It hcr,.itl<k)1>·1n<,l '1lc !urned b.ack to ii and lgt in htard 1hc sound 
of 50;,me1hin11bdng J r11ggcdll:l'O$S WoodO<C(MICn:lc.ShcJflUn bac~and 
Awnothing.011l)· thcpig11tllctdg~of 1he~r.d11b1e"·a11:hin1llcr1ndlhc 
darkncssbcyondhcr.ThepiglootcdathnltldWstamlbKkin1<>itidart.. 
lifckssC)eJ. 

The pig lamp turned off and Flormu "• suddc-nl) plunlCd inlo 
darlncss.for•-dlcdan.Hsputtl)$ilmtasit...-.1po,n=l)blxk. 
nc.il,.•pimcd•·iolmdyb)"lhtt1>iS'cdrcreamsot1d)·ing"oaun. 

""''"" 





Rlcar111?'-'vlar11~z 

AThought ofThree 
··For ll l' r. Sh l', and nol i\·le-· 

AncfTec11odc1ec1aod Loo,, self 
An CSK1'1'C ka,·n 1101hi111 dsc. 
S111:hi1bc,1hcno1ionofptrf«-1ion 
Gnccttakcnformasd<:1i1in11ion 
\·.:11~uio1hc•,,orldondlhc"iodi1roniains. 
ThtHl)' Chluallo"·alldainl)'tomaintain, 
Whichi, 11tc:ci~prtf=<'db)our<kil)' 
T1oisrd1Mion$tri,·c, in11x\ofdi,in,I). 
Awmndiction of1n11h tha1 f1bric11n 
b the ..on, ofGod Iha! nncr lff('ipiwn. 
WCtl)ISfflffllOuftdmtandlO~llldrcd 
Emmionskadusiofallonabrokmsc:al. 
Wc l'Keiaulninancmptedcffonstoao:hic\c 
Thfflourdrc1m1m111ikstmfahifitdn«d,. 
Abrol;cnpanmolca,nusinlhcpas1 
()p(nsforgoucnrcgttthcakdbymass 
llrol..cn by an Angtl to b,: huktl by 1hc sa ni,: fon;~ 
Ca!ktl a marriage pbml upon a ptrf.-.::1 divorce, 
l'hckaschnol11hc"~•kandpa<:ifi.n1hcrnt 
An lntclligcntcblc5lmadi:1cad) forlhebcsi 
Tht"'Jll11th, hop:. and~forundcrslanding 
lloc1cbundm11horJC>)C-,ofm1intaining 
Alab)rinl.hofJ<lliwckpn;,k.udin,·inuc 
Annihilalcdb)lhe"'llltoflhal,·ff}•inuc 
l speaLofbhndlo\·t1n1hcpreWneeof1hcmind 
WishingforthiSP11rc1nitlo,cembcddcdintimr 



A Displacc>ment 

lspcakof!ow 
Ancffcct!cannotfocl 
ltalkofanAngcl, 
Fon:shcismotivationbehi,Klmyfl"'n. 
Yctshcismisplaccdlm·c. 
Fon:\"crwithmc 
lthcnmo,·ctothcs1ars. 
Spokcn"·ordsofananomaly. 
Afcmalcwhoputlhoughtiumypen 
Dc.1inycann01allowuslocipher1hcuni,·crse 
fon:hcrundcrstandingof1heworldishcrown-
llisto=andminctom,1;n!llin asshefollows 
Thencxcchaptcrishumanity, 
Byhl,rlipswords!>tgantospeak 
lwas1oldnottoconfomi. 
Fore my thought wen: wkly my thoughts 
Now! write m)' words for me 
E\'cnthoughthcpowcrss1illcomfonmc 
Thc;o•cludcmebytauntingmc 
Adail)' lifeofonlysi:lfisminc-
An,\ngclismyhcan. 
AnAnomalyismymind. 
Humanicyismyc~islcncc. 
Now!pra)"formyspiri1tobcjus1 
Fon:ifsh<:breaksmc. 
lwillforc,-crbcbroken. 
LC"5slha,·emylkartorMind 
llumanilyisleflop1;onal. 
ltsproperticscannO\containmyspirit 



Undt'rstmuling 

Woho"·notthcronc:cptofn:alit) 
So~rc,,lc;.~cis•l)fl">l)ttti,·cfonna.lit) 
WcW.c!ht1ou.ti1)ofrdigiooascl1uir1c1tion 
Dcd~thcn10nls tha1an:1h,,,nap;,nition 
Wodhidcfaith~gwgr,,phioolllkntiti<,s 
l.c1n 1nglk'i1y"ith sk,1·,:Jprop(flics 
\\'clook10godbu1godisinLau~iblc 
S1ill..rann<111fathomgodaJ~ginablc 
Wofollo"onkr.a,mpri,oS<ctfinmathm,•tiu 
Jurildic1ionoflifcisgi,on..,hc,matics 
We rnd !he- bl10t.-in1 oh prior ardt~..._-, 
K-1cdgco,·fffkw, s andli,·cs an,"rttlcd 
Wckam10b11,w.is10dcn) mon.ality 
Nunl<'riall)10n:xhinfinityis110tatall!Oloio 
Wccntcrlhcm,nds,ociologicalimagination 
Onl)tO§CCMlllinkswhilchoi,allac1ion 
Wccannotdrlinc:asociologicalcon!-1nK:lionofroalit) 
Forcmanispcxeful"illlmindfulmil'3nthro,,y 
\Wpl111:;,,0111'Khcs onthcindi,·idual lc,d 
l.i,iniinchaos11')·ing1a1ttno1!htDo>it 
We,·ot<linfomt)andN:a1:h1finitccnd 
l.<11ic•ll)10follo"·mathtma1ics"·°"ldmd 
11,'oa«q,tlhciinpnfcctionofmansfailun: 
To be coma is \0 hi•~ a disposition off1ilun: 
Wcfoel1htromposl1iooofoorw11niorGod 
\\'llalllienha,lhcl'O"cr lOrontradic1God 



Brian Busby___________ 

Obvious 

CatchingglimpsesoflightinmirrorsunSttn, 
Glimmcrsinthcnightof thesethi,1gslmigJ11mean 
Shroudcdi11thcJark,tobckcp1fromlhe li~1. 
Hjddcnin1hcwilof1hcsethingstha1lwrite. 

Seu;ngsofsilnrbcaringappksofgold. 
R,adingthrough,·olutncsofs1oricsun1o!d 
Caught in 11>c m)·stery of a ha;iytomb, 
Concealed in 1hc waters of its curious womb 

Information hm11d,1tion 

Doublc lkli,Hyperdri,·c 
llioi,xh Psue<lolifc 
ASy>tcmCrash.aVirusScan 
AURLinUzbckis1an 

Tc.xtMcssagcToma(lo 
Tear Gas in Waco 
Telescopic Optics 
RclyonRobo1 ics 

ln>lan?M cssagcaBloggcr 
FromllalotoFroggcr 
Googlc,M)'Spacc, UTub<:"hcnlcan 
Something like the mo\'ic: The Lawnmower Man 

Replace 

En\'dOpe. consume, o,·erwhelm. immc~. 
Chaptcrbychapter.verseb)'•·c™' 
Control.confine.re1tric1.con1ain. 
lhcwarringdesircs bchind al!thispain 
TNch,in,truct, lcad,definc 
Don'1cvcrlca,·cmc,butlcavcmcrefi11cd 
BumChisel,cutaway,s,,:rape. 
Make me. mold me. gi ,·c me my shape 



Untitled 

Wh11thin11 shalllwritt,"ha1thingmo,t1doml? 
1'hcpowcrand mightofmyOoclar,d my Lord 
lfldaretospcak.my.,..11lipscouklflil 
Thislnllh l"-tls.ttk.iosharead101tll 
Dottmypenholdthclcy,lll)' hudlnowll,c,.-ay, 
IOlartnillhcliglllUlllll\ipl:inloda)-? 
C•lhisp,pcrhold,lhcwpqescon1ain 
ricbnMrHold..glories~ 
Wllat •·cSKI am 1. What ileribc could~ 
The Holy Most High, my God and my Lord? 

Uu1tlicnlruli1.t.lt 's1lretldydonc 
Won:ls hll,-ebcen ..TI11t'nabol40od's0111)'Soa.. 
Somo, in tbe 8ibk. JIOble pidc. ,r,,·erlr\lC. 
Somrr-idin~.Go,fsOOMpicuwsdw 
Md tM last .c found. ,..ith such "P"wd p,,ill, 
Wrirlffl011mcn"shearu,cngn,·cdinlhtit-ls 

l'reccden t 

Youbroogh1methroughlhtdvk. 
Wllylholikllfw-lheshadow? 
Y011'.-ealmidy,.uathe,.-ar. 
WbylMUkl l f-thtbanlc:? 
TMbc.andtbeliOllftll, 
Wllatlhmotis1giaal? 
wi. ..·illbulhcgaicsofbcll, 
When Goers child stand~ 11>= r.:liant? 

Y011savcdmcfromlhefire, 
Whl1fc1rlla,·t l of theftamc? 
Racu.,jmcfn,,mdcsitt., 
To1111lc111y,.·illandyoursll,c-. 
Vao,iauptmehawiolntll."Mlll,iila:#lallmo-cmtioday? 
Whta r ,·cbufhm)homou,ponlherock. 
Andinyourhand l stay. 

https://lfldaretospcak.my


J\-tusic 

ThcOrches1raplay~amarchfor1heking 
Ayoung\,oyplucksona gu iursstring 
Thcsomhswaystoihcs"ingof1hcblucs, 
OancinginMemphisinourbtucsuedeshocs 
GoodbycBuckOwcos, thcBakcrsficldSouod 
S11ingyourpanncrroundandround 
TejanoinTc.'<.lls.oycoye! 
Swingyourdrcadsin Jamaica,dancehallrcggae 
Marley.Hendrix.Elvis.Cobain. 
Singmealo,·esong, l'mfceljng)·Ourpain. 
Amarchingbandinahalftimcshow 
TheylovcDavidllassclHoffinTokyo 
lnEurorx,thcyra\'Clockctronica 
07.Z)' pavcdtllcwayforMcla llic.a. 
Slapafunkybass.somconeplcasedothetwist. 
lfoingonthcchans.playthcla1cs1hi1. 
ThewcddingOCIIHhimc, handsliftcdinpraisc 
Who wrote th<: theme to the show Happy Days 
Afrkantribal.abanjosswcct1wang, 
Thcsavagc0Cast.1ha10,ilymusiccan1amc 

Tiethcworldtoge1hcr, 
Uni1ci1smanypans. 
Changcthiswnrldfon:\'er. 
Uni1citsmanyheans 



Though tsof lll'r 

"llloui;.h11ofllorrxc1hroughm} head.E~CI) "<:>tdshcc,·nsaid. l ,J,"n 
andshahl)in1inm)btd.Bcadsofsv--catdrip®"nm)f0tthcad..Wh) 
didn"t l 1bideb)·!hcrulcsshc5N?his,odcarnov,•IN\shclcfl.llOOI.IO 
muchfromlhcn,"h<-nlplai:('<11hatba.1.Nowi1istht~kn·clnolon1,-cr 
ijCI. It is (Jod thai ha1 ~stored my hope. Now he is lhe 01~ wllo gi,·cs rnc 
sucng1hwi1h,.hichlcop,;. 

Tonight 

11 ist0nigb11hat I~ toOod ro,myfr«dom. I asl.Godtomakcmck,nd 
WMl1h,,~·s bclofJr\·ing.TNtis!hconl)"'~J"-;w10continur~,ini. 
lmwghhis.,;tl .. illalvi1)i;bt"kindand1r\·ing.hi1d111bt"ha-.·ior lhal 
shccoPldllOl/indinmc.M)!IOUlwi,sbtindlO<kttitandm,).hi'lnov, 
1hatm)hcartl1suffffingandm) mindi1cmp1). 10 l rantoGodandbo:~n 
1os«thin11mon:1imply. 

https://1bideb)�!hcrulcsshc5N?his,odcarnov,�IN\shclcfl.llOOI.IO


DarrynGreen 

An tcros 

ilongtotcllyou 
ilong 
ilongforwmcihingandiamunsureifyou 
canse<:whatihatis. 
f:ach timcicn,;!oseyouinmyembracc 
ifccl)Ourwarm1h.yourtas1c 
i hear your brcalh )"OUr lace.like lips Ula! grace my face for a momrnl Of1\\"0. 
icanloscm)·self inyourhcartbeat 
tho rhythmintoxicatesmysen!>eS 
overridcs1hcthoughtsinmymind 
thcpa insifoclfromi·ourwools 
or thclack1hcrcof 
your heartbeat 
makesmc,ancagain 
a1ilayinyourann1oryou inminc 
m)'gcmini 
i11ishthcworldaway 
alongwithall1hoscthattakeyoufrommc 
iplaccmyconscienccaside 
and reside in you 
Forcnr s1ill would NOT be long enou&f, 
Doyou knowhowMUCl1iwan1you ... 
"hcnyou·rchcrcbutnOI 
\\hCII your there and i am unsurcifyous1ill c.~ist? 
De, you know hc,w mush i miss you 
11hcnyourhcrtbutnot.. 
11hcnyourthereandyoowam1obc? 
WJ,cnyoudrcam?Whcnyouarc 1hcrc? 
Whcn)"Ouarcroaming1hcworldofdisi11usion? 
isti llwoodcr 1,hatitmcans 10Jo,·cmc... 
my swce1 kwcr. tell me please wha1 it means 
1010,·eme? 



Alanna Witham 

She ls My Cverythlng 

Sloe: "'B my home ,..htn I "ucltptndent. 
Sbe"umyvoice,.htnlc:ooldllOlspnk. 

My,nap,.·llmlswifdtolowmy ..11y, 
Mylichl,.hffllhinplJOldan:, 
Myloiglu"hc:nlc:ooldl'l 't!lff. 

Myhop,,10·hffl l hadnonr:. 
Mymm,orywhcnl$W1Cdiof'tlf)Ct, 

My &ill, ,..hffl I fch lil.e 1101 bclie,in1,-
'l\'hea yo. •ett <U )'Olll' plflies. 

She"'·•lal<ingcareofme. 
Sbemaynotbczspnf«t.s)'OUJetyounclr, 

ShemayllOlha•·c,:s~·lhing)WM\"C, 
ShemaynothaHyowbookish,.·isdom, 

0,yow life. 
Dutlcan'1,ee 1n,a,on ,.·hysht,.·ooldgi•·cup,..ha1shclw 

And 110 maner how hard you II')', 
YoocannotadduplO"halh1lfof..-h11$hci,. 

And~wnthoughyoocan'1seci1, 
Shc'11hcbcst 1hing1h• tenTluipp,:ncd1omc. 

She is m)"e:vef)'!hing. 
110matterhowhanl)WII')'. 

U',,.-76 • ~ 



My Sky, My mo on. My sun. 

Whatdoyouthinkabout 
Whenyoulieawayfromme? 

Dispersedacrossalandkissed"·ilhdroughl 
Do your eyes wonder 

Upon my sati n sky 
Asyout,ytoslaychefcarsyoupondcr? 

Alonc.uscd,bruised,wonhless.thandiscarded 
Hidingfears)·Oudarenolspe3k. 

Leavingyoucnviousofthedepancd 
Doyoulooklomymoon 

For thcguidanccyoucan"tsee 
llopingyoucanbewithmesoon? 

Does my sun 
Providcyouwithabrightinsight 

Tothethingsyouhaveseenanddone? 
And yet, 

lseeyoufaJ ing. 
Yourcouragevan ishingintodarimess. 

Hold strong my friend 
for l wi ll lendyou 

Mysky.mymoon. mysun. 
Tobringyouhon,eagain 



"Sna kes In my Carden· 

Youan,lhr,.orstkinclofsnakn, 
Bitinaonly ..·hcnmyryeson:IUIMd. 

You lurk bthindc•"ffYac:complishmrnt. 
Poi,oningn<:h and CVCl'fOM until -~eel de.ad. 

Your •·ay prum,:c leaks )"OUfVfflOm. 
Mean1ioinf«1e-·tl)'Klioa l bc&into1ak 

fa·nyblicl,ceplca,·esmcfti111:hin1, 
Waiti-,l'or yc,wfangs101ttpirtmyh«ls. 

Youre-.-.-.y .. -onlmvmomsn,yli>ing. 
E\'aymorncntofminhlcflliftkss. 

Your..-otugct,nydtlight, 
~ndi111inyli(e1..iriin1dov>111hcl"l\-crofSty.;. 

Yoo,rf'oi,on isckadly. 
Your,"ffl0mtn1vtl1quick/y, 

l.uvi11jmcpm.ly-ledand1lonc. 
Alyour1o~inin,·adcsmybody, 

Myth~adof lifelooscns. 
Foryourbanchasnowb«omcmyblood. 

l will no longtrfrar, 
ThoK~lllkt, in my garden, 

0tcauSt"no"'' l walkw~h 1 r.1ke. 



Imagination 
[uncltoaplac.:ma<kfrompureimagina1iou 

Aplaccwhcrechildrenlaughandgawk 
Wherecveryonecanbeasfoolishasthcywish, 

AndnooneS<;<,rnstonoticc 
Aplacewheretheskyseernsb!ucr. 

Thcwattrclcarcr, 
Andthesunalotbrighter. 

Aplacethatcan1ransformthcwOl'$eft.:lings, 
ln1obliss. 

Thisplaccallowsyouto. 
Ridcaspaccsh;p, 

Race amongst the stars. 
Anything imaginable 

ltallowsyoutoattendawondrousteapany, 
Plcasallllyhugeasinourdrearns 

Visitthemanycountricsofthcworld. 
lnjustabricfboatridc. 

Partywithabunchofrnischievousghosts. 
Take sai lalongthcgrcatCaribbcan, 

Andencoun1crthcpiratcs 1hatclaim thoscwatcrs. 
EnjoytheadvcntureofanAfricansafari, 

RidcupononcofKingArthur'sd~oratedhe>rse$, 
Orjuinpintoyourfa"oritcchi!dhoodtale 

Thepos.sibilitiesarcendlcss, 
Forthcrcisnolimittoyourimagination 

Visitthclandoftornorrow 
Ordancewithprincesscsina landoffantasy 

Wonderintoa1o"·nwhercevel}'thingisl00rley 
lfad,·cn1ure iswhatyourhcartdcsires. 

Thcre isaplacejustforyou 
!fyoulike1oexplore. 

Thereisafrontierwaitingforyou, 
OrvcntureintolhecomfortofNcwOrleani. 

Asing!cman'simaginationpcrmanentlyetclted!nhistol}', 
l.tadingthcwayforthosewhodarctothink, 

'fhatthcirirnaginalioneanaccomplishgreatthings 



rm!lySlruprro 

Ml'mory. 

,\1 acom<Tcafc in J01ncf;ar:l\,•YPl;,cc. 
anancirn1,i1$.drinlinghcrpoisonofchoicc. 
Thc,11ir1,11c11,·) "it/lswmpcrfumc. 
1l,osooodofcarspassingby. She slo11T}tun.,1i1• ll out. 
l,ormindisblankun1il••oiccin1em1pt1hcrlhough1$. 
Sha11ori11gh«m·o,;.,_ 
- 1lc)'-)h11.."blnl,•voiccnotunlilc1grhom. 
si..,1o..1y1um.,lool.Jio-,,·ardthc,ourcc,. 
A)°""8""""n$111ilo:sMankl)111hcr.UK:5<.'<msunfamiliar 
Suddml) WisbiwgbllOamnnor).lrn..llo.flO'IC• 
A pcnon Jhc had lo,·C'd. f«lings "'~ bxk 10htr lilc &11 o.~• 
l)r,, ... """a-11,shott. 
Ah. ,-hal§flkllllidlla)•!M)be. 
1hcpi,cn1ub)·1hcl•k 
h:11mi,,ghov>· w~sh. 
,hoppin(lonS1h1-cnuc 
Wnng,n:m,ofsomclongforgonc,,imponan«. 
,n~nigh111hiSp<:rinpof( nov,unimportanl)inform.iion, 
andofcour.;e1hcSaturda)CYCningpictun:sbo,,,5. 
Thtnshc"a,gonc. 
Al!b«on,cquitcaodsiillallllborin,il. 
l.ifc $Cffl,od to stop. 
ThcJay,had~qui.-ll) 
ll!Monl)bc-carnca,.mi. 
Sllchad,.aikdp11.,,.~forllcrfricnd10rt1--. 
B111 •ht.,.•·«camc. 
Uncll"°"'. 
Thcan,;icn1~J)"fcl1somcthinghlppr,,10hct 
Somcth,ng1ha1hadn'1happc-r,min)cars. 
llcrjawbepnlOmo>c. 
1!,oromcrsofh,Tmouth.cn."Cp<dup 
Hc,-Le,:ihbt!an101ho,.·.llowl). 
b-ut,·cJ),un:l)ISfflilcform<:d. 
llw:iOUr«bep,,tomo•·•. 
Shl:Cl't'pll0"-anl!hct.10"ardshcr. 

https://ll!Monl)bc-carnca,.mi


l\lcmory./«mllnunJJ 

Tht:anciffl1brac~hm<:lf. 
feelingn«vous,aflcrallshchad agcd 
Tlw,oun:ccamccloscr,closer 
WIIOOS II! 

as thcyoungwomcnslo"lywhip~dpilSlhcr 
To1iablcoppositchu. 
l'hc:111cie111cou ldfccl1c.t1llwcllingup 
A,·o~Kreaming 
r mhcredoo'1you know mc? 
Can·1yous«mc? 
A11comcrcafcinsomefaraw:ayplacc. 
AnancicntsiisdrO"·ninginherpoisonofchoi«. 

/\ty/\tlstrcss. 

M)' mistress'shairis \ikcrusl, 
butl"ish shchadmoreofabusl 

nMullful l'ilcc. 

lkautiful Facc 
DttpsadntSSincyC$. 
\\~lip.a) forcrimc$. 



Od e To/leer. 

Ohyougi'"cmcplcasure. 
Throw me back 10 good ok limn. 
Yousmell •w«1likencwcu1gn,ss. 
Tas1crcalgood100 
Aft~ a few my lhoughis, 
,\rcdoudcd 
CanllOlthinl.clcarly. 
S1.1rttouncr ll upidandimintclligablethings. 
Cannot understand me 
Try1owalk. 
0,,,.!Smbbc<Jmytoc. 
f all Down 
Stareupatprffl}· woodcciling 
Amhung,ybutc.annotca1. 
fnc,cd slttp, 
Danm! 
Myheadhuns toom1K"h. 
Tryiotal.:cad>o,,~ 
Docsn"tlw:lp. 
Tai.each~. 
Norelicf1hcrc.cilhcr. 
Hadfunlaslnightwilhyou. 
Readyforano1her1"-o. 
On my "'ay. no Slopping now. 
lla,·canoihcrround. 



Jaime Rebe/Cancio 

One summers' night 

Forthcfirs11imeinmanyaycar. 
Wcstllumed. 

Touchcdthisimpassionedsoulbychilledwjnd. 
And.tookinthcwaninggraysunsctovcrstormchumedocean 
lnlhcfina lmomcnts.moonlcss.undcrblackencdcloudcdsky. 

forthefirst1imc inmanya year. 
Eastltumed. 

Clutchedtightlhenati,·e blanketblackandwhite. 
And. waitcdforthc sunrisewithinfog hiddcnmountains 

In 1hc final moments. later. the dark rclinguishcd to morning light. 

Forthcfil"Sltimcinmanyaycar. 
ltumedintodays'firsthint 

Ulcssed 1hc liulc warmth upon my face. 
And.tookin1hcfulldays'break 

lntl>cfinal momcncs lfoundwithin mypcrson 

Forthcfirst timcinmany aycar. 
My soul did tum. 

1-lcldtighllhcbtankctandthcrnemories. 
And,discovcreddecpwilhinlhishcarl 

lnthosemoments, lfound,oncclost.thisimpassionedsoul. 

Fear · more or less 
llampe1"1.>dthismoment:and.alsoalifo1ime 

Ultimatcpressurctoalwaysjustbcgin. 
And.ifalonccpossiblystarted 

Thcfcaroffailurc.Andn:x:ogni~d 



The Meaning of Life 

Fom·cryoung. 
Ofa time once yean qo in~inciblc. 

When I "''11 about 10 go out into the world and change it. 
ltc1 li()'camccomconanimprcssionabkday. 

Camecome,yts.ononeday. 
Forc\'craft,:rchang<:d.andthalk!ig<:d. 

To.now. ha,~rca.:htd11nagc. 
l lookback ar,ds,,y. 

lha•l'had1~atlifc.amos1wondtrou, ti(e. 
l ha,·cnocomplaints. 

l ,;an w11111norwish(oruything morc. 

Ofmid·nlght memories and her 
Onccagainandnc,·cr mofl! 

Thosenigh,s llay awakc 
To koow hcr miscrics 
Those nigh,s llaya"''lkc 

,\ndcapturcdtheimagcsothcr sl~p 
Oh.hergcn1lcbrea1hesonmid-nights dttp 

Sosoft.soa1puu 
l-lowsafoshe(clt 

l-lowp;,infol1hemcmory 
Lovinghcrandlc1tinggo 

OnccagalnandnC'\"crmon: ... 
Again1hcscnigt11s,1hcsemcmorics 



After Midnight 
Thepenahy'spainofcvcrymomcnt 
When every moment is but mcmo,y 

You no longer mine 
Your penalty within c\"Cry momcm 
And a memory can mean so much 

You no longer mine 
Thcs.: past midnight hour's moments 

Whcninthcstil!night'srefrain 
Evcryminutc'spass.age l pondcrmcmorics 

Everyrninutc·sseoondsevcrpain 
And a memory can mean so much 

You no longer mine 

Thishcancapturcdbycvt"rymcrnory 
Whcninthe stillnight 's refrajn 

Youtaughtmelove 's prcscncefuUmomcnts 
Youtaughtlove'sabsencefo\lpain 
And a memory can mean so much 

Ye1remainingallmin<.: 
Thcs,,rncmorit"s 
Wi!l'crcndure? 



Afos. more or less 

You ~r,ow how it i~. 
1hcya h,11>'Spromi1ero"-.i1t 

andtheyne,·udo 

Sotocoo1111,·cnethisac1ionld«idcd 
thittimcl"ill"ritefil'SI. 

And throw1nychln<:eswiththe"·illd. 
Out. like the 1t-af,-edispa1d,e~ by 

ch•nccdHight.therewillromea timc 
mybrk)fjoumeyintodcstiny 

willmakeC001X1,.·ith1hc:ground. 

Theretowilt.ohmisshap,.:ned age. 
disrtprdediofi111li1yandlhc:nsm1llfragmmts. 

onccsoproud,rendcml1hu1bu1 dustunder)·011 foot. 
Andlongforgoutnmygloryda)'s. 

l gi,·e~k1olifewha1ljfchasukcn. 



lier Promise 
[pi/og,,e to l.orl 

Ona:andf0tt.-erhcrcon112.nt. 
now,thcn.passioncnsnarcs mysou l. 

1illcan1conc day'sfinali1y;slle,ne,·er1non:. 
IVcli,·cdmanymomen!ssharedplcasurcs,andkncw, 

somc,thciremirc li fe,exp,:ricnccnc,·cr1 se<.:ond, 
whatforuswas but u tiatcddcs;re, 

Each moment's day, in-flavored memory, 
1hcn:is inthisin,·es1men1.denicdhcr. 

thcdayshe lefl. andthc yarscomeandgooc. 
lhoug.hlong~rco:d.ofonceandfore,·er,andfro«nmcmories. 

She. like me, gro,,,n older now, leather)' and wrinkled. 
Shcsuffcrspainfol agcddisfigumnff!l alllldiS<>O\l!rcd. 

thi wh~h 10 me, and Olher,, comes to her, 
Eachnig.ht'sprom ise,thellouBhers.Shealonc:. 

l ier mirrorc,wisioned C\Tf less desirable, withcfcd, 
shc' ll $ee 1hooechangtl;andbc1w«n1hl:twoofus. 

l aloncposses1;-thustrcasurc. 
Parcing images. and too many the mctnorabk moments, 

shcremainingal .. ays,asyoung. as fresh.asali,·c,ohbeautiful, 
grac,-dof liquid passions, lo,·cd,nc,·crchangin~onceandf0ttver. 

https://Ona:andf0tt.-erhcrcon112.nt


UttlcAnt 

Thttcwu~thisti11lean1 
who saw this vision. 

"'ho. " ·hffl$hewalkcdb)'. 
" "U so ta ll ho was 111 bm overwhelmed 

byhcrlhttrbeauty. 
Buloncc$hew:i lktdby 
he~li7.cdthe1oi.Juuth 

ofhis,i1ualion. 
Forhckncwhewooldprobably 

nc:,cr C\'ff!oeehcr1gainandbtsicks 
chcn,wouldnc:v.,re,·cr be 

any kind ofc;han(c 
shcwoulde,·rrrecogniz.ehim 

1mong all the other an!$ of the wot Id 
So.alas.he dir.l 

whalheknc:whchadmdo, 
hewishedhcrwellandfeh 

jcaloosofthcpcr,onhdymough 
!O C\"(Ttalchhcrauen1ion. 

Ageless Knowlcdgc 

Comes now. perhaps the moment oo« spcnl 
less wiscly.~11ct.-en1urcd. passtd. 

wberc lshouldtu,·egonc:. 

Ton,ali,.c.a1thisla1edaie.1l1 isno1 
as i1shouldbe.1hc1aS1eofwha1cou ld 

tu,·ebttn.grov,-sbutbinrr. 

Fromthel\lneslhl:-bloodohwms disp lay. 
knowledgeno""lhllknowsfull"·dl,alt 

knowleJgeis butanillusion. 
Lcs:sonly"·lw.lillle•onev.ouldknow. 

https://So.alas.he


Put Out the Light 

Lea,·ehcncelhisspace 
thcaddm;shomc, 

a,id1oomessagcmachine 
"·hod~sservcthecwcll 

Theeadarkcreaturecomeshichcrnight ... villian,vil!ian, 
villianofd<:vi l due, 

onescomeswllodousspcak 
ll'iththcb!oodofwonns 

lsh.mnoithcblood 
ofwife1opaper, 

clseshcbetraymorcmen... 
thus said, "pucoucthelighc~ 

"Onemorcandthislast~ 
gi,·ejuscicetotheheart, 

yours in delight. 

"Havcyouprayed1hisnigh1" 
Come,"puloulthelight"'. 



Come Hither, Smile for Me 

Wou!ldc:dbody,,.wndcd,oul 
Eachda)'shmu 

NncrcndingM,nyCSlcrday 
Moretoday 

M0tt,.'lli1$10ffl0ffl)W 

Grown ....:ary,clcaf,lllldblind 
lfthisbetarth"hat·••• 

What k~ me ...ue ..un mc 
Nc•"Crcndingand•go,,y 

Thtrc,.ithill.sorncthag,;aib bmc 
lnth~llrffllno"illllff 
Duthsmile:$at11$1II 

lx.m.forthrc 
(Qmchi1hcr,M11ileformc 

'l'hcdaythehmunspiritW:nftighl 
Wha1the$tywittlool.niyLu1dayoflirc 



RynaeA/eX(lnder 

CRUSHER 
ldon·1n:mcmbcrmyfirstasthmaattack, 
on lylhatonmanynighu.as llay 
inboofcelinganinvisiblefa1 
bullysitonmychcstwhilccramm;ng 
co1tonballsin1omylungs,mymomse1up 
a,·aporizer1ohelpdearlhcair 
andmylungs.Butoncc.duringthedaytime. 
)'OUrcrushcame.l askedMomforhelp,butshc 
justtoldmctogolicdownwhileshc 
cont inuedwatcringthcyard.Andl 
s1artcdupslairs.fi,·eyearsold.struggling 
al each step, your phantom hand ramming down 
my1hroatandtcaringatmylungsasan01her 
clawed a1 my back. making my muscles ad~ 
lntcar..hcadthrobbing.andonlyhalfway 
up thctwistingstain:ase, l said."God,hclp 
mc.Hclpmcbn:a1he.''Bu1 l s1i ll couldn·t.r 
sa id."God.onthcncxtstcp.letmcdic.M 
Andthcsamcwithcachstcp.Nodea1h.bu1no 
brcath.Forlhcrestoftheday l!ay in 
m)· room. crushedandtwistedandc,ying 
andconfuscd.fi\"C)'Carsoldandlknew: 
1hercwas110god;Momdidn'1carc:andwhy 
was Daddync,·craround? l waswcak 
andsick.,\n<la1agctcn.aslstareda1 
myinfonlhalf-sistcr(hcalthyfo,,;us 
ofal1Daddy's at1cn1ion)yourc.·ca\ed: 
shc would gctevc!)1hing, andlwould 
beforgo11en.She'dbeaSomething,mc 
aN01hing.l10ldher!h is,c,·cnas 
youseizedmybreath.Andoow shc's aDo<.:10r 
withmoney.cvcnaslscn·coutanother 
sentcnccofuncmploymcnt, mybrealhshoner. 
Atfi--c,andtcn,an<lfiftcenandmon: I 
kncwlwasno1hingandwouldbe nomore. 
Now a1for1y,it's 1imclfullycmbraccd 
1hem,aningof)·QurN01h;ngncss,giving 
upmy place;nLifetoanothcr"·ho 
mighlbcablcto bn:athc. Thisyo~·vetau@.ht me 

mailto:Thisyo~�vetau@.ht
https://onlylhatonmanynighu.as


SL \UGlffERI IOUSF.GMIBOL 

Thcgray•beigc hv.einf«ts LA 
like i;,.irlinahungryplagllt:S 
ohiciolis~Oisuonc:c. cbys. 
and go.1111 get mldcml ,·ague. 

Cancmi,ujairQOfT\lpU; skin.drains 
souls;cac:h brca1hKH li,·cs1gtd. 
un1ilgloomsparkslhedyingbnin"s 
dirty 1imebomb, 0 Ro.dlbge.' 

Zom~loclls liu thmughgridsclo&gcd 
with si« l e1sl.~f•1csloc:kcd. 
On ra iny days theyslip and slog-
ph lcgmy Ll'IOl$ t lo,.,, lyhockcd ....., 
Urgedbycrumbli ngrou1cmcmorics 
ofprom iscdchccr 1nd g.a ins, 
tl,cy g1111 e1nd g.rind intowering 
st« l 10mbs1illbri&)ltncss ,.,.n,cs. 

llludgronedmindt r~ ling. thc)' sll&llcr 
IWICidP)' lab)·rinthS. 
grimed spirits diagging c:up,cs hom-
hfans f111ycd; lunp rough; C)·n s,;:rapN1; 

throatspshtd. 

Elchfrnbycl\>Uin1 ..Nc,"<'ffll0Je,~ 
QClfflC/l,1ond1.y'1goldcnlure 
oflaugh- li lkdnishts1nd highrc"-.rds. 
again the-)· plodthis dirge. 



BLU EMAN GRO UPIE 

1/ey.mom:jllSI gotbick from Manny's hotel. 
He'spreuy.um.pasted.butyou'd- wilhatl 
theS1uffhehas1odo.lihlhisonepan .. 
hecanbepmty"'Ol\:edoutatkr1 
$1,o,,·.Ju$1ge11ing.tike,mno•·ingthcbluc 
anbe1cllorc. Bu111>cn:"-ulhisoncpan-
1his"·.uintbeshovo'---«Hlighfsshov;-,'OU'••eStt11 
i1.righ1?Ma)·be11otlhisuoupc.but,like.,ome 
oth,,,rtroupc? l ""1$11·tsurcifyou·d.or ... 
Anyway.so .. .whc-n 1heguyl:tt1!.soff,"·hen 
hisguy~aksofftodo1hcsclyCWK°c? 
So.Mannydidlha11onigh1,illld111cflhe 
alsodidthatin l'onland.And,.·hcnhc 
did1ha1danccin 1•onland,heai:1ua ll)'-
and l eouldn·t qu ilctcll from my angle. 
bccauscthcstagcwassohighand l"·u 
likc$CConJro..·-heaciuallyjumps 
intothcsplits... hichyoudon't $CCbeing 
donc,·cryoficn. No. i\ndlw15, like... 
andlikc l u id . 1hcstagcwasreally high 
and I was s«Ond row, 50 I was like--
afterwards I was like. -Did you reall)' 
dothesplits'.'"'i\ndhewas like. ~vcah.-And I'm 
likc.-i\rcyourcallythatflexibk:?"And 
hcgoes--Y'kno..:hc·srcally. 1ough... l mcan 
athlc1ic. l munthcy'rc1lla1hlctic, 
cuz it's an athlete's show. lllcn I was, he's 
likc,"Ohl'mftcxibkthatwaybut l'm 
notftuiblc.likc.doingsidc"-aysspliis.~ 
Andthcn ashc'stcllingrnelhal hcSUl"S 
comingdown intoasidcwayssplit.and 
r m like ...vou·rcso8/ue"And thm I asked him. 
-1sm.toneofthose1estt:theyputyougu)'S 
throvgh? Like. ·Ca1chaping•pongin)·ourmoulh--<lk1y 

https://Anyway.so
https://1$11�tsurcifyou�d.or


BLU Efl..tJ\N GROUP IE(,ontfnued) 
you'rcin''>"Andthcnhcsaidthis, lil.e,cute thing.. 
He'sjust...lthinkhe'sjustadorable 
Ha,·cyoucvcrs«nhimwithou1hismake-up? 
Hc'srcallygoodlooking,andhchasa 
rcallynicevoicc.Andhcactually 
sings.lwasrcallyalittlcsurprised 
byhiswice.Uwasn'twhat l wasfirst 
e.1 pccting.Um... lactua!lyhave... 
wcll.wc'1conlhephoncorclsel'dplayit-
lmcanilwouldbcgrcaliftcouklbe 
playingitthroughmyMJ>3playcr-
buthca<:tuallysingsandpcrfonns, 
andhccameinonhisdayofT;andso 
lhavehimonmyMP3player 
lt'sof...l lcdid ... actuallydid1his 
show- itwas rcallyimercsting.He 
didthisshowata,at aplacebackin 
Vcgas.andthcyact.i-and thcybroadcast 
throughthclntcmct?And »-andtheyhad 
itonthcarchi,·e--andso, l watchedit. 
Andthcn,someoncelsc(knowgoc, didthe. 
rccordedtheaudio.Solhave 
thcaudioofthatshow,andit'sripe 
Y'knowwhat l foundomhe'sgot?He'sgo1 
likeacomplctcSeattleSeahawks home 
uniform.Thcdarl:oncs . Andwhenhepuls 
it on.whcnhc·sdrcssedlikeMaulfas5e\b,ock, 
Mannylooks 1h<,samcasons1age.Rcally. 
And he was, like, "Yeah, wc ',·e got a sweet deal 
goingwiththcSeahawh.LikeS11bllecross 
promotionande,·e')1hing."Maybe ... 
I don't know, maybe !he)' might start doing 
halftimeshowsupthm,,Li~cduringallthc 
home games. and the pla)'ofTs. J would mow up 
forthat. Scriously.l reallywXJuld. 

https://rcallyimercsting.He
https://e.1pccting.Um


Nicholas Goodwin 

Fortinbrns 

Tilt: past is part of present here 
Andwhis...,rss,;:rcamprofound 
Myhcartis freeoflonginghere 
!!ere.loving limbs surround. 

lnarms1hatwraparoundmcstroog 
lbrea1hcinquickcm,dgasps 
lwishhisannswcrctwiccaslong 
Wi1hseYcnhands1ogn,.sp-

Topu1lmccloselikeswaddlingcloth 
£ nrap1inrapture·sligh1 
Cocroon ing,safc. likcmoon!itmQths 
Conceding lo the night 

Conncclcd,sli ll,inwanncmbracc 
Ourbcatingheanscompc1c, 
\nsidcour,·cinsourbloodcc\lsracc 
lncirc ulardcfcat 

Sustaincdbygcntlepittcrpal 
Oflovcthatpump'!andbloeds 
Ourlwoseh·eshcldsocloscsotha1 
[ hcarhimwht:nhethinks. 

\\'cwhi s...,rwordsoffanL:ISy 
Andsliareatin:ddream• 
To mcltandfonnagainasonc, 
Asso1iJasthcsea. 

https://Wi1hseYcnhands1ogn,.sp


Animat e Aninms 

r .. ;~r~ntw10n,cthingu~ru1 
YC11ll lcandoi,1k-cr. 

I «immi! undC'lcroibk, trimc:s 
Mc1l1nd~tumlhc:1havghtsof1he"ond 
Combine, an1i and mall<TIOS<1h<T 
·ms1uffingm)pip,:10rlhh)">ttriundh)~ 
ho,·cs«"n.islodiunninai,,. 
'mbrnthingquca-l)on)ourha1r-
Yoounfc-el1IH:/ll'ffingofmrd1wU. 

SIH:fo;.t<T1 liC$inhcrlodct 
Sbc"s blffiling he3fl !hat ,;an A\'C' )Wl"5 
SIH:'spridcdandprongc,J.cm~chcr 
Sbc'Hh11mlhc:1Unt.1101si"31hc:J011g. 

J_,hcrsit.c-rbulk:t. 
l lorheanbu15,;,!,~1nJonc, 
Afflitliominlhc:mirror 
HcrcyM ro.im in 111(: n1irror. 
Sbc.blink'l.•buun..hcpops. 

l _.)"OU l tolkctmy$el( 
Chudling lih I champ 
l ""On<krlib1"ohcriM 
I sol,t)'OOMilha"snap!~ 



\'irtlft'C: Hughts 

lcmu1:hona suincdoak bench 
ccdn11bacllhemamuol"ind 
oaadisposablt"C11nen1cryint101111i<1 
Lbtsoundofg,indinglfffll ••itll,lftethic:k 
ofm)innn-lhip. lha•·<UlaSHda,·cr 
1 lhwsand Mary,. They arc Lcpt 
M11dcdn.c,a1lyinoxdarbo1t1 
111hccomuofmrformic:1duk.Onc 
\\o,na11upon 1hc samcwoman.re,i in g. 

I HICh a man~· double fiffl 
pun,:hUIJlo~bctv,-MlhislipJ 
lndth<IIIOIDtl"ll•"OfdlQlil 
IObconl) OUJ"5. Thcn.~chofhil 
grsn,rnmaknmclhinkhe~, 
forJOmc living loss, fOmc girl 
not,onc cnoughforhcr 
,ccn110lca,·c hiss!Kcu. 
llcMOllld~nd"3fllt'oomfon 

  
111111·ufi:llat-c:khispl 
•nk110Uc:honherlhMisnflS)' 
IOl'ffllO\ca,fruilli'ornlMrind. 

l o11ecfoundh,,,rlaidoutin agl1 H c1$Cmcnt. 
l'hehumidityoond.,nsing11tbe,oldcml-on1op 
ml<X horcry offlhe plasier fomiin& II05C 

and11PPfflip. llcrtnrs"-m1'°"''" 
ld,'NttJl:'dcnirade.AJldpntaapsaccidmc, 
....... 
R(mlsfflllX,.·ilhindo«dboui. 
IRaiftsfrom-



The Differences between two Kitchens 

"ThcN:arctimcs"·henyou111opmyc·.-eryday 
motions. l go1omo,·eatowc!fromthcoak 
coumcr to th¢ ceramic sink al1d ,;atch myself on 
thesightof yoorhandsrollingslowo,,trdishcs. 

Morcoften, Jlla,·eto makcexcus.es 
formring •t"hcn:you ~ IIOI 
ltell proplc l'mtircd.ThcyA)',cat 
inorcg=nsalldgctgoodslttp.lclosc 

my c)'tslg.lin$tlheordina,ylighl 
ofceilingl1111ps.Arcdglowpulls 
lhroughlhcgapsinmc.just usun 
wouldworkilKlflhroughlhcskin 
Of(lllrkitchencurtaiM. Y(lllcomein 

frombch(Jld,.·ithanannfulloflcmoos 
gro"11fromthctrecoutback. l cutycllow 
bodic, imohah·es. Yourubrillds bctwttn 
fingcrs 1oiouchu1 withthc si:mtofc itrus. 
We"""' 

IIOI fighling then . It W:c~ an cffon to Remember 
thedistancc,bctwttnus.aconswitop,:ningof 
roomstolctyououtof"•herc l rcsidt-
"ilhout )'OII. 

https://makcexcus.es


First Loves 

Myfirstromanccwaswithacrooked 
chi.a plate. 
ltookanintcrcstinitsycllow scars. 
thetcxture 
ofpcrse,·crancc. l madc guihahabit 
for not tak ing 
be11crca,c offragilethings. f" dc,y 
at the last 
threcbitcsofsuppcrthat re,·ca\edall 
myfauh 
forbrcak;ngand all my lo,·c in fixing. 
Oncc,·cn·ng. 
aftcr l"dfinishedm)' mashe-dpotatoes. 
mo1hcr.in 
a qu;ckmo,·emcnl.thrcwawaythcp!atc. 
She 
withoutapologyreadicdhcrsclftoprotcct 
whatmigh1 

harmhcrchild"scrookedsmile 

~ · l9tr99 

https://mo1hcr.in


Angelico Pa11l(J/a 

Tear Drop ........ 
An act. 
An image, 
A slap. 
N-· l 1ttilcomingdcr••11myC)•. 
Thes,,hy,C1)"11alclc.ar,mcl!Ndiamond 
lhattuts myllnh 
arnlinmysou l pcnc1ra1<:s 
Thepaill\N1 l pin 
1kttp 111 in,iclc 
until l bu1$t•ilhm)·c,y. 
Now l'••fonnnlari\-cr 
1ha11udJto)'Ollrocean 
wherc l dm"·n. 

v.,..,oo •o,.c.. 



l.ongl,os t 
1-,~ 1um1hc pagnofl lo\·t lollglost 
or maybe: it wasn"t ~to begin ... ith 

1riab~nd tribute$ ..-1sccd. 
rarelu~tufs .. ·caiunl.lStcd 
my smilc ,youhavccrascdi1 
andnow ihavc a loss 

my hcanscillcrinfrommissingyou 
Sli lll1i"ingyouinmydrcams 
my111gn-sriscliketorrffl11ides 
mypas$ion, dic:inS1C:rcams 

a11ime:1illilthclo,ol.'Sllo,o'S 
solowisccno light 
rmb&rrasscd~ ip$and l"oolishtrips 
,:supingj11S10t1Cfi gh1 

afrirnd myfocprcsur11cdofmc 
y1:1 1carsjuS1 occupy 
all s113C4lbctwccn uscanyon!icold 
s1i!l cantlooltinyourcy..s 

UIOKbra:!cnbll>CSSOlostDOsign 
oflo\•eithought ihad 
imhcTCNldqllm'"Qlllshcdatar 
for fur i ,..;n., mad 

ilwcthcfactilo\·e)·ou 
somcthinaiwishundorie 
my liahtandsoundsiia,cesurTOUnds 
my u~,:s aonc and im numb 

howcanyoobc so nonchalant 
"hcn ~mokcclouds fill my face 
imsclr.1h110W yet stillSOffl<,how 



t o ng I.Ost (<tJ,11/lnlif'OQ 

ithink im•disg,11<:c 
m}confidcnce;, ...,..,ing 
m}pridch:.sk>Sli1Sslun 
m)hc:ani,coo>1i~tin1 
•lltlicimagn)oor,n 

•ndthc:nm)fncndo(fricndsi~--
i,·c",·c11 itlons~&<> 
)our luonds =iproc•lc IIOO'ling 
andllOilSlimcyougo. 

J'oorheanr.,.;iproca1eno1hing 
•ndll<>ibtimcigo. 



ChriqopherTosu 

To KTISl}'n; 

SpkndMlhal"JNMSSdom~~-alourmomcru 
Thcflnoinnib)'m) bdl~m110U1bunltmul1inJfr,;,mmybrotmhopc:s. 
Co111,:nuou11imo,ph,tfcfiUsthcair, 
Auomeofm).aic,nsK<111SOlllllnl<'. 
Y(IIIOlhingK<111<tobrnkour f111un:. 
Youundmtlndm)toul. 
H~fordw1gcfillsmyhQn. 
Your)oungk,,,-cconqll(f'l1IL 



(),>dttMoon, 

Sappho's Descendant 
l( l <;OUldtransceOOy1111rword!!, 

Tha1ftow likesa1 indc,cendin1onsl. in, 
P~rcina iNO my anpcy pixes 
And~llinalllfflpleadinJvoids, 
1..vuld,c,:hrhind ~sinokr,m,n; 
Vourmaskwithbluc:grcyc,~ 
Thattmile1tmcarbitrarily. 
1'1fltingmclolhe insii)lifoc1ncc. 
Yoo think I deserve 

l.an1uagt, 1llatcon~ga1CSanddat>U1 
Onlmbiguoosair 
Thin aspcuJsthalbrvshllw:"iold. 
anddmwasdnn1dlrk-,~...,, 
;,,.~ighson mdlcs:smidnisJltL 
l cling.wcaringlhe albairo,, ofyou1Kntencc~ 
Amundmyhalfmaidcn, 
Half5qe hcart, 
lamSappho.dryasydlow lJllU 
You.chtrhm.> 
Jpitingmc,.·ithbrnlhlcsffua 
)Wbuildinobll'o·Klll. 

lfonly l rouldsce)"OUtruly. 
Aye,thll>Ce,frec will. 

https://likesa1indc,cendin1onsl.in


Summer 011 the Streets ofOxford 

,\ca<:ophony 
offaJ inglight 
des,;cndingslowly 
on symphonies 
of voices 
blcnJinginhannonious 
int1,cirna1i,·c/anguagcs 
asthc)'congn,gatc 
onCommarkct 

Smoking with tombstones. 
sar.::ophagusoon,·crsa1ions. 
aslaughlcrfloa1s 
though gated graveyards 
shadcdinabw,<.lantsummcrl!«s. 

fntcm1i11cnt.shadowyligh1 
1ha1bumsboyond1hctimcofslumber 
follow my footsteps 
throughthisancicntplacc 
thatlhavcnc,·crbccn. 
ycthavcalwayskl>(lwn. 
Take this alien through 
1hcubiqui1ousmusic 
of1hissummcrc-.·cning. 
as she comes home 
toyourscqucstcredligh1. 



Al 4'1 

An epiphany. 
urrar,fadcby, 
Quuubluchicidity, 
utimccon\'Olu1e$. 
andmr10n101ro..-~ 
arefinitcalldmur\.:y. 
Firnbumhoacr 
dtstl'O)'ingatlillusion, 
jw .. ~ 1·mmkl 
l'llbeoomcunccnain, 
furnolongc'I' 
llff'Suadcsmc 
1ogi,·c"'11Y"'hatbclongs 
rightfollyto n•~ 

F.uphoricdaril), 
~thcm)-1ionsinthismiai»ana: 
on1hebKa1hof~nemctgingda11n 
Hlhed.ulu,c.ss 
b<-iinsiudcsttn!. 

v.,...,06 -~ 

https://Hlhed.ulu,c.ss


DonltlC,eorgeSanc:ha 

A Shnplc Poem 

J11St1 simpkporm, 
vou·n:sun:10....del'$Wld-
To C'lff yourachin1bottdom. 
l 5weafilwoo·1t,ebland. 

Thcn:an:ooMavynittlp/lors,. 
Bu1j11§loocgmllefac1-
Unlil:em)' potm$(10111bo:l'oft:. 
Tlm ..·illnotbcabsll'XI. 

Anychildc:ar,n:adil. 
And nen tompn:hnld-
llii, porm•5 no11M culpril 
O{o;i1hsthal wi1l offond. 

l donotuscbig ,.·ord,,, 
Noll«d101oo1< 11tcmup-
1ino" · 'h.a1sounds1bsurd , 
Rutit's tim~ 1ha1l arowup. 

Didn'1bochcr "i1hd~metn--
No fh)'lhm in 1hc linc:,-
Oon'1 bbcl 111e I d1C11C1" 
forusingfcebkfh)mcs. 

Whocan:s1bout1llegrammar. 
I 1in·1 l.now·how1wolptll-
f orgi •c myl!C1"\"0UJ,wnmer 
lnd,isponnthat l icll. 

P1111w1ythetiH_. 
Thi1shouldn' tmake}"OU " "«'ll· 
Thisdoesn't1ackkiswa--
This ponnim't dccp. 

°""""'•@;..107 



A Simple Poem (,o, ,llnunl) 

lt'Jnocawocfulball.d, 
lll0Kpom11111Utmesnc,ef. 
BuillliHW11:sjust11:1,·alid-
l w"nl!OmakcW11,kw. 

Thi1 pom1'snotoflon. 
h"1no1aboullhc,.·ar. 
11 ·s1101ofOJ"1blood)'glo.~. 
Norshcllcringlhcpoor. 

ll"1jus11humb~111t. 
lhitpocmsprak,lhelMh-
lt"snoc1bout1hcGr1il, 
Nor,-.,wringyour)"Olllh. 

Just11impltpom1. 
1·111JUn:)"OII~ 
htun:dyoura.hingborc,dom. 
Don"11tllmcit,.asbland. 

u.;.- 1o.r•~ 



Ode lo Hascball Fans 

Tht)·,cramblethrough1hcgrittymud, 
Thcs!Urdyandthe frail, 
To~lhcfloodofrivalblood 
,\ndwa1ch1hcirtcamprev1il. 

Thcygobblcdogs whilcchuggingbecr 
lnsca1sofspa.ucredgum-
TIK)· ha,·c oo fear, they're drunk wi1b chcc,r-
Tlirir llHks att full ofrum 

Asinningsdrag.thcfam"illcm·e 
Mon:liql>Ol'®"lllhcthtoal-
Tbcystan d,c:""'''candmisbeha,·e 
\\'hikgaudybcachb.allsfloat 

Tiicy'llcasc1hc:Stingthatboozewillbring 
At:.t,·cnth,innings1tctch-
Whcnfolkscans ing 1hcwmmonring, 
Anddrunkenones canfCtch. 

Thcgamcis1hrough-thcfocsaresla;n. 
Th<:•·iclorsmakc1lOISI: 
Theyfcc.lnopa.in,11lcydrinkcharnpagr,c:, 
Th<:yr.tru1thc"'llkandboast. 

FilRSdrawthc:irgunsandshootthcsky 
Whilesmokingfatcigars-
Thcfrcon a high, theirmouths11ttdry-
h's 1imc10hi1 thcbars. 



Ml.Haldy 

Upon the mount. the s«rcts lay. 
l'hcwahsofra.tandior-
WhercChc)·cnncsb)thrirdcadly~ 
NnrAdam·s 1ppkcon:. 

\\'hilc,ou1Ja,.-s schtme.thcym11S1hido:out 
lnc..,·nooll11drMoun1ain-
V.~Spaniards JCOU1anddo-doubl 
Thefablcd)OUlhfulfounlain. 

Whcndangcr@ums.youmu"1w.il. 
Just uS<"thcolcmachtlc. 
/\ndoothe1,.il)·OU' llfindlhc Grail-
Sttllig f 001andthcYC"ti. 

Whmthinpgc1hot.t.ndilos1ltt 
Tollaldyinthcdm-
Whe~thcy1rtfm:toha,·chigh.1ea 
lnsi<lcofNoah"s Ark. 

Oh)uian6ndArnclia"sj,et 
Thatl"""melcdfrom1hc~y: 
S«Ni- ,..·nibill!IC'erli"tt-
lkdocs11111necd10lic 

Th.:.-.:.Et.·issings 1nd wu1s 11tc"·alk 
Whiltftirtlfll,.·ith~·our,.ife: 
l.illupthcrod- pn,p,1rcfor~k-
11·1 0J·s 1,100dyknifc. 

WhercGenml Grant and Robb)· ltt 
Si1do,.ntopl:ay somcchcM-
S«Sonnyskiin111thc11tt, 
WatchBanylklnds toofcH .. 

mailto:Whcndangcr@ums.youmu"1w.il


Ml.Baldy (<0>11lt1Ufi/} 

lkir Moun111dthcloc:al aoocnc 
Willjoininsoftd,.....J, 
As0oyXOUl$l'Olfflthcroundedobnc 
Whik:smoking,iprctltS. 

SirDraLc,.-.ssholandkftlOrot-
ThcSIOr)'s)·ctbecnlOlcl: 
Just find Ille P'ot-~x- the spo1 
OfPinues'buricdgold. 

Upon 1hcpca~. lheh~ntcrsing, 
Toboundlessdqllhsbc:low; 
Sccblad.,cndcd S1.ingsorcampfire rings 
from midnights long ago. 

Alnthcmoun1,11n-wu,chedby1imc: 
Thc"·indrccounts itsltk: 
Now liur the ,himc orll1ldy's prime-
l1s rallcn angcls wail. 

(),;,1,,.,rU'-.r Ill 



Jessik..1 

All~cndofiMtw--
Thcln(amouskss---

 

Huu1~offi!IC$,e. 

Shc, ' ll so:ftd)OUIWink, 
Shc' Uoffna:;milc.. 
v.~nh kl0much1odrink. 
You"'on'1can:fora"'hik. 

Tho,,eluminou~'ff. 
Apromis,eof thrill---
Tha1""""iw,oondin 
Al>llyou'n: sn11:k"'·ith1Mbill. 



Dom ofthl' Dead 

There"sfearinmy$0UI, 
Thcre"sdrudinm)'cycs-
f incmischiclshisgoal-
A good prankne,·erdies· 

lfe"lls1ickgurnonmystool, 
Slealchangcfrommydrawcr. 
llc'llpecinmypool 
Andtrackmudonmyfloor. 

Spillsjuicconmybe<J. 
Poursmilkonmyfrics. 
Wipessnotonmyhcad 
Andpu1ssoapinmycyes. 

My1ircs.hc'll 1tab, 
Tnenkeyupmycar. 
1-k"lln.inupatab 
Anddi1chmca1thcbar. 

lk"llflinwithmywife. 
Makefunofmysistcr, 
Hc"llthreatenmylife 
Withab;,dtiuy-twistcr. 

Hc'lls1calallmytips. 
Push meinawdl-
l'uttapeonmylips, 
Tomaktsureldon "ttell-

Shootsspitball sindass-
l-!c'sdoncitallycar, 
He'll siphon my gas 
Andthcnfi llitwithbttr. 



Dom of the De11d tc0t!tlnlM'dJ 

Toniiscupthcscakn, 
lle·llt<"ndgiflsinlhcmail: 
Aboxfultofsnakes. 
Andi poisonous snail. 

Whrnhcisboo;i;in. 
11..·11pukcoo1hcffoor-
fiMrupofhisdloo.:irt-
Plencshowhim1hccloor. 

Nobc:11crtodo. 
Yowpa~.hc"Uuud. 
Hc ' llc<Nnc aflcr>-ou.. 
f orhc"sOomoflheOad. 



B«nli~clhis1""hilo-
ln datbcu she crir,. 

J1.1§11ookpaSlhcrMnik. 
Stt1Mpaininhcrr,·r$. 

1"01hcou1sidcshe's b<a,·c. 
B111in•fflksheis10m. 
nhr,o,,,·npri>·11cca>·c, 
SM ron1im1e1 to mourn. 

For absol111ionshelangs. 
f Of forgi,·fflffllO~ 
Torighl1llthc"-.onp 
Ofab·cdOr1CnottM~. 

Today'SIIIC"'"da"n-
ToolalclOr,,:ptnt: 
llowcan 5hc mo,·con 
Whcn stics1ill 5mcllshcr $Ccnt? 

Shcoffcrs 1 praycr-
llC1M01'1cr'u 1illhc~ 
SM's wokinghrrlllir. 
She's qucninghcrfcar. 

Fortha!it's 100la1e--
B111.ncwlifc ..·illlqill. 
Andnowlhcmustwait 
To bt-,.·ilhhcragain. 

Shcrontin11tS10 li,·c, 
s11c·,r,1tC11inb·c, 
~rontin11tStoJi,·c 
A,.i.e·,..-atthcdfromablwc. 



s,, r,, r,.,,,,,nunlJ 
,\ nd1hroughallofhcrp,:1in, 
ll1m'11hisinsii~IOCOfl'C, 
h"ill notbciri,-ain. 
f'or1hc~·,a shimmcrofhopc 

11'1 bcffl 11>c~ for a while. 
lndaA ncssitcrics. 
J111!loot imohcrsmilc. 
S«IIM.-lo,·cinhcrcye1. 



Country Essence 
Ucsure1obringyourdogs•Jongandget 
,\tankofgls.Dressinoo,nfyoldcl01hes 
Andkave Bakersfieldbchind. l)QO'tforgct 
To set your cruise: control as limiu imp,>K 
Along 1he wuntr}" high"-ay xcnls and SighlS 
A"11it.llle=kingsmcllofsc1ttem:lskunl;. 
Tkgoldcnglowof$1111lightonhillsasnight 
lkginstofall,castingshado"samongsiir-et:trunU. 
Ahcrdofca11leslow!ychcw1heircud. 
Thcscentofexcrcmcnt lingersintheair, 
An eij;htcen-wh('Clcr 5Plaucred wilh mud 
,\1akcs1raw!ingsoslowdiffkuh1obcar. 
Yourjoumcy cndsonabumpydir1road 
Wheref1milym«1sinaycllowand"hiic1bock 



CoodwllP 

Likcbtts1roundlhc:moihcrhi,·c, 
lkfORthcbc:atcndOOR. 
A maW\c human 5'0"U111 arri.-e• 
As "orl,;cnpacc:thcAOQr, 

Thccagncyc,ofshoppcrs,cd 
A1nongStthcbulgingraek$ 
Ofold dncardcd junl. u.niquc 
A11in:andchcaplu,icllnack1. 

Thcgrii,,ycam1RloadcdcSo..n 
Wi!hitcms tl!C)adon:: 
Owlau:dno-·cls..~nighlgov,ns. 
Aheapofhoo1cdkor. 

lmpaicnt ,.ome,, in aisle, 
Asli=forrootns an:long. 
ThccldcnpSJ1andmmj11S1§fflilc 
As nuJcoodie,drawalhronJ. 

Thc,-..-,il ofdro-..'S)'ti.bic,cnds 
Thcdrawnoutscan:h ucarts 
Are ruokly raced by thoK who intend 
Tobc:lhcfifltto dcparl . 

Uponn,;hilan.grecdye)ff 
,\n, watching ll\ebagsfill . 
ThccuSlomcrslea-~wilho<lt goodbyc, 
Toting ..aclu nwltd "Good-..·ill." 



Random Though ts from Canl.ne l\l in<ls 

Jf.£Z. w/tt1t(Jrfl 1/wyeivr prNJ wtlU y? 
Oh~. oh ... J think I sr,: 11K1•.-ffl1cn1up~! 
Man. l hopc10a.Ui<l l go<Ugopc,c. 
Not10 mentionth1t l'm$W'\·in'todl:ath 
Si~eYOUhoggcdalltllcfoodtastnightandlcA 
Mcwi1h1101hi11'butcrumbslloa1inginour 
Wa1trdlJh.Gosh ... l'm 1ired ofbc in' 
l.oc~cdui>-

Wouldyouj1151shutyouruapandp, 
DacklOtleql!Thciongff.,-c,lieheff, 
tbtlongnwc~IOSla)' illsodcthf:hou:se. 
Wh) do)'OII insiSI on goingouldocn? 
lt's ooldau11hffl-.not10mm1ionborillg. 
OhF,i!You',·c,.-okclhnnup.Now,.-c,'rcgoing 
Tobclhro,o.110111,.hilelhe)'goanddofun 
llumanthinpa11daylon1-Arcyouhappy? 

Ma)beshc' llt~ke us fur ' awalkbcfore ,... 
Yeahrigh1,didn'1younotice1ha1shc'1 

Grniagilltbt1hov,.arigh1now?You'rc-,h 
An imbrcilel How long ha\-c, rou be-en here? 
Youlllollld"-b)'-dw "'-c,0111)'gtt 
Takcnfora,.aJk,.flcnshtpuisonlhil 
Old1Voat111i1thalshclea,·esb)'thcbundty 
llampcr. 1..,...1 relish tllcdays bcfo,~ 
Youl:\-·erumc1lon1,-.. 

What doyoumean7 

Well,bcfon,)'Oll, l " ·entfor walksal most 
Daily. lwou kl olltn11tt0111pany 



K,1 11d o m Thoug h ts from C,111 i11(' ,,_ l imls r,111111m,,~,, 

lkrinthr,;ar11t"fln,,·fkdio!M 
1l0111tsoff1rni ly1ndfricJlds.Shc1houghtthat 
l ""'-'<lN1"frknd"llldSW\'rnoupl.you 
Stio,.cd"P. 

ISUl'(elfflgbdth:al)'OUWillltC'd 
Afriflld. l lq.guc,s"·hllt l jusisa"OUl>idt. 

V.'hoC1Tn"haa)'OIISl" ? l h""' l6oa'1catt. 
Thc,r,:11'(,!IOltlf~indlft)inathin~outlhett 
Th:a1M'fPpm;i,,111heground.lhcaW)ft) 
Upiolhetrmllnd-

ll oy. sh~"1 tumin' on lhai loud noi1.oltla~• 
l'lting)' that m~ MT hair go 111 o•.-n. 

Thlltiublo,.· d,yu. hisonl)' 
A m111nr;,{minulfSbffott,.(,.ill 
Uc forced inlOthc w,:,,.-J .riddkd l»c~)'arJ 
Th11'ffl1r;,(Ul'Wlnd ... 

llm·fthosclollWtltl 
lll'h)an:}m.tgl1n'lnd1U'ffllblin"for".' 

lh.llci1ou11hctt. lf l ~c lil.clhis 
Slw:'llfcd1uikyanJhopcfullyrnnw:homf 
E&rly. 11 hHv.orl.fdb< fon,S(l ifs " 0<1h 
Any. 

~1mm .. .l ca,i smell w methin"yu rnrny, 
Shc'ss~tl'(elts!Chic~cnscriPJ.myfan,ri!f! 



ltmulon, Thoughts from C,1 11\ne Mlnds (l:onrlnud.l 

Gffa~•·s,oi11110bribcus,.ilh thosc~ats. 
We,.;11,-agun.rat1,iaim101hc 
Poo,-noffooduw~""IICh!Msli<.lin& 
GlassdoorcloK,oon~oo:linlhishcllishyanl. 
Well ... hcreaR'lhc"·onh l ha,tbttndn:ading. 

~11antMM1Allit.ltU1100U1Sioe. Mamalo,..-,)·OU. 
lkgoodboyt.~ 

SC'CAllic.youlhould 
/1~,-~kq,tyourinpsh-. TllanlstoVERY111111:h. 



l lS,1ddt' t1Sl'llt' 

11Addoa•10K<"dlt~ofcrurtdlnl~ 
Toscci1fallinj;llf'l&T.,-0mar..t4as/lN~.'"'rill«d,o",;ioml(ldlWf1h< 

rnlil) 
To1« i1 i1 1cnUf'ltldlt.lmpltddo\lnb)ooclh>tis""'...icannc-.t1bcCJtlf()\.On 
To5«ilrq,rffltd.~oppmstdb)~"hodon~lrowmdattonl)lll0\\n 
Toscci1!-111ljoptedb)"'haltbey";in1fo1°"t,o,i"hll"~<»""'"Jn1forwrKhn 
To5«itlllffllk,oll.pulkddo,,,-._,.•a,o,,,,,d,.r.l.rnfromo«icsd>on)·llxl\n 
To11<Ci1dtjCC1cd.rtjCC"ledb)""'laiisDObdlt1n,:o-'"°'5< 
To ... 111t1a1ilnl"w11111...S.,o,ai:m,-m-.bca:ailrlC0<>11;W1<·---
l1swdtlllmcl01«tk•mdlobiaclllcl5t•t.)bdif><~•rrrl!IIJtotll)tol"'2d 

To1tethtiilurol1M1111h>lcn.rt111<1,td.<hlolll\llronf'"ionrnrui11J 
To1telb:~lil}.ll;lpplo,lrq,n,,-.d. disord(l-lfld~i,)Olt,m.~ 
Toste I d•lllurion btallN ur,:i,ili1N lho1,1pl(i,il il) rtiinod iuci,H WU<1ur< 
A11t>1ci,ili.t.llion"ithod•~isbom.ci\·ic:dut)b«tialirc~ica.•MICYl)ontht 

,cr;cof~ 

To,a:•ltalisVl!utllbc ...... ,'1lorlosllhoupib,1lor"-u""''II..Nt 
To1Ne,.hllis"'~bcff;tldtrtd,oOllhlcssdDclloU•'ri••~~ 
To1« .. iuopinl,k&<1~ ....~••dnffled 
ro ... ,1,,.-Wild-.l"auia&"'•r..ibilsotpcustntr>-.d·--

U.,,m · .,,.._. 



ll owCa nl11ey? 
ll01>canthcy1101..,ifn lic? 
Con,,_ thmud,fl v, Mlie\,c a tnith 11111 does !IOI niM. 
SupponlheinSllPJIOIUblc 
Accq,tlhe u!lk«p11ble 
Commend "hal w()Uld O!Mrwise M unrommcndlblc 
inanyoihcrcircum5U.nct, 
IIM)Olhcr 1imc. 
byany01htr111rrw, 
ifpcrpetnttdbyanyOWl'pcoplt? 

Ttw:y~ifsa lic 
Alic1halcuMnsil) (cdv,lhcmaws 
,-M'!I painlcd OUT ••ith 
cr, mbad,;,,,,·cdwitlt1K1iaoffear. 
and11CC0111P"!icd,.·idl~ 10-US,"ff'5USlhcm. 
andlhra1110our,"O)'t:r.islence. 

lto,.anthcyblindl)'digcstthislic? 
llo"·ean1heyclcf~it'? 
llu,ythcirlogi<:, 
crase1hcir1bili1y10 1hink. 
foract1heircri1icisms. 
di,cardthcirtoolsof1111lysi!iand•mindsof1hcirown." 

Ho"anthcyrmuiininlcti,-einthefi,;eofthis lic? 
lkbullitdincolikaoe,nd complacc.:y 
1k1fraidiosptakOU1againsl ..-twlhc)donot n,dor,.. 
Jin1sitbKkand"-.icl,-
Ho"canchc)'? 

wc·,·ctttntMMforc 
wc·,·edonelllisbcm 
and ea~ ume loolod bid and dccritd it. 
Can-nnot~ fromour-misw:es.., 
ls itimponiblctole ..·eMhindthisbank? 
lns1ca,J " ·c ~tum1oourfolly 
Rcpcai,.ha1hasbtt11~pcatNand ,;ondcmntd 
AS!U1nt: the plll('c of those we ha,·e stnined 10 ~mo,·c 
R~~11e "llatllastakrn lh"cs10abolish 
- Uowcan,.e? 



/\ l'oem Urnt Rhymes 
Tomakc1~1hatrh>mn•gain 
Whole rhylhm iH-,ily d«iphmblc 
Tkkindlinc-dtowritc~ffl 
V.'hcn lircc ,..., cardrtt 1111d rnjo)ale 

ApclC'fflwho!icmeanillJisllOtdnr,,: 
8111isple.nin1~lcu 
Wl'loK lffldonotlt..'lflfflab=it'IIW 
B1111n: ..Tinmwilh cm1nd1iron.w 

,\potffl"'ho!.e1011Ci,1101.Sffl(MII 
But iu§f)iml by childlike m--,,i\•ily 
Tbltoflml11ffllptSIObcchumolwl 
Ynstilltriumph,initssimplidl) 

Whosctoiliscle.arlyt"'Kknl 
ln uchcarcfu ll>"<:hoscnrilymc 
llutnow l strugglcjusttoin ,·cnl 
Forp0em, . l si mplyha,·e,101imc 



To Suffer 

ToS..fTrr 
Toli\ca l,Fcin~Nlp,ain 
lnagoo1lingdcfoat,disgust,detrimmt.dcspair, 
Jrprrssiol,..discrimination,disordcr,dis,fain 
lnlllff0\',inillnc$S,inuncnding "'« 
Tocxpcrirn,ccxcn,c i3tingtorlnrcatlhehanJnFafo,,: 

Alldl. l starldakiofioitall 
l1umm}becl1oitall 
lponl'lg.d~ing.shunningital l 
ld~Cm)$elf,nr-.ergbn«:O\·tt~wall 
Toroniinucmy lifo,unm,oo.·Nb)·il1II 
llcaltiC l llr,·o)~tosufTrr. 

Thffl: •~lhrfac:tlhat.,,c·~eonnc:acd b) ourh-ity 
Our ,;,ob, ourno::e. thougJ, nc,i;ou:r Clllnicity 
Tha~lfailtoronsidcr, lfailtoscc 
lf11l101elno,,lodac,thatitcould,cry"'ellha,..,bc,enmc. 
lst.llldapanfromit11I 
1,losem)'C)CS1oitall 

Rr,«1in,.rrasUIJ,dtn)insit1tl 
li1.oblcm)5oolf.nevffpcttO•"er 1ht"·•l1 
forro. .... m)lik...tlinchod~•itall 
8eo11Sellla,.·c)·i:t1osuffcr. 

lhl•'fbttnoff'~""'l5IOX! 
To~icem) limrandl!W.eanim~ 
Bvlm)affU,.,..muchlOOimponancforthal 
Tooimp<W11t1clor 1hethouuadsd}ing.displxed.miscrabkandnqJceted 
ls.tand1"")'fromit1II 
IWl<llm)nrs 1oit1II 
Llc•iin1.••f..,in&,f0fie!lingical1 
lstr,ar:aitm)''<lf,neHrl000:<1,·erlhow•t\ 
Tocon1111...,myli fr.~r>rhangrdby~1n 
l~aui.rlha,•cyt110M1ffor. 



A l luma n lJcing 

l 1mah11manh,:ing 
Oon'1up«110h11nmc,.ithoutmaLing.,.. 
C'}ootfromlM,-:n.ation~ki111mc 

ll«aUk I am I h11ma,1 hcing 
1.. ,11 wuk,u IMobjca thMpkllSWUmc 
fo>uNi,·r. l"illtalc:myn,cuurtt.= 

... J an, ahumanbctllJ 
lr,,a<:110)011r"onlslhatarcmo,;l ing 
fcddi,¥U<1>1uimag,;,100shoclint 

B«al!Se l am1humanho:ing 
lca,,lo,c(Wl(""llhf<nor andpa,sion 
l u,, la11gh in 1~nuincfa,hion 

l am1h11manbcing 
l mustdance tolhcmu,ic th1fsmm·ingn,c 
lk impwd 1M im:lod} JOOdli11& me, 

~ l am1h11mi111bc.-ing 
l"mm,,iov,·fd,.rthmuchmcni.al abihl) 
l acquir,,bng~ " ithfacilil) 

lftlw;n,i$misn)·1..m,,·mpathin 
Tcars,.·i!lflow out "hcn alo.-cd onc<lin 
lka.11K l amahumabcmg. 



1\ W,1rtln1eli tany 
l'c1rl ll: ThcF,1ble 

n..r,~,.u•lt..itr 
lkbrwooulhin.1 
llflllldthifd«ii.ions 
°""""li' •"hin, 
lksrn1 ..ltbultildmi 
ro&pifc.•-
n.i, ..·as hisd«Gion 
\!ldtwllhwl•~ 
llc~nothi,hiSlory 
lkW'<l"notbi,pasi 
lkl.nc-a,,ll(Xlle..-asD01tbtfirS1110ftbelul. 
To-.l1lltbtchildml 
Taliladbd,illed 
Thr)did11011endo,,ei. 
81111'111·1,.h.atho " illed 
The"orldhopnsingi111 
Wi1h,·oict1so lo,.-
Toolow to bcheard 
Uyhim,.hodid no1know 
Thr)"ln11 .. ithoutcnd 
ThcyA11Jlo,.andlang 
TI,q·1a11,-..ithoaloeasing 
Anddttl-..uthcirlOQg; 
liol,"""""1;,fl•·iok~ 
Airb,gtlflO".... 
rlro:ulttlll d~andJll/fer..om<>rr 

lhumlbrudshulrt!d 
Dinno1yiddtdisll'1'1l 
forabb1H011opfion 
/t/Jno, ,, ,,um 
Thek-a,,krhe~ 
Hchtvdandig,,ottd 
Bttousc1Msong v,unnn$hou1tdorroarcd 



;\ W,uthue Ut,1ny 
l',1rl 11,The l'dble (wn1l,iU<'tl/ 

llchcard1lllhcsiining1 
Froinproplcbclo"' 
lk beard 11111 ptt1mdtd 

l lc~"ilhoul..._, 
I\Cled"·ithoutthough1 
Smlcbiklrnliod~ 
Thouihthtirdmll'l"t"'forr,i,ualu 
Thtp,:oplclhcysangtllllbc)-,1,JJWlj110111<n 
fiolrw:dw,,_.,s,·i,,l(w:r 
,fod11·arM1w1111·ar 

Uu1 s1illhcton1inucd 
Toa.1 .. impui,c 
focbim!Mtthc!Mh 
Thathc$p)l;t,.Unotfalsc 
Thoughc,·tl)'OOClnt" 

  

 
Andto\"tmllhtirc)·n 
Soa,notl<:IStt 
]"hc:J.:spairl"-'ClUsed 
Soai;notl<:l!Ct 
Thtli,·n ,.hich•cnck>R 
Andsoalltht snagcry 
Wmto,,and on 
l'romJa"nun1ildusk 

  
IMdttpinlht likntt 
,\,.~fmmhiss,p! 

l"hc:,ongcarr~on 
llut"·assunginfriglu 



A w.,rtlme LU.,l.ny 
l',lrt ll:TI1e rable r,°"11"w,1J 
Thc"lllkl~tpitt ,•oi«s 
Allqu1t1Alldlow 
So!IOIIO•":aken 
llim,.·lto did~'"know" 
lllt)'1a111wilhoul r."" 
Unal\·fflngthcire)·n 
Thltbatml)i<-lds balml, 
L,cs~nd« lics 
Thcyw,glhc ~frain 
Alldthey-,lhc-mrott 
Thcy'arlllilllhcirhcatts 
\l.crcblccdiasandsorr: 
llolt,on,lqm ,io#nttt 
110,HJtlJIO'III" 
Pi-ktoodwanJs".ffer"""'°"'-

https://LU.,l.ny


T iu! l:tlrth. No~1orc 

Wh.11 n:mai11s is dnobtioo 
Si1cofc11tllcssdn«r.>1ioo. 
SpiritJc;oJ,no,.orduaidonhcrbmalf. 
Dcfcnsc~J.n,lcntlC1,pk:asfallonde1fcars 
Forg.,uing !,.,, s.,,....i~c. there arc no shed tear,. 
Now11,hl:f<':ln:,~ri;lttps."ho"~Pl'forlhttanll.oofflOR'? 

All aroundi1puredc§ll\lC1ion 
F.choin111M:cat1h'1mluction 
tooodiinJb)~ .. hopassw,punislltd, 
All is klSI. She, bc:ars ihc rost ofher users 
Siknll),undon,,,iokn1lyb) hcrabusfrs. 
Tost1.nhcrashn.Uleff's1111um.\\'ho)urntforWmlh.110IIIOff°! 

fon:,·,..,.11onc,1hcc:inh isfini,hcd, 
llcrrolcJlld,,knl)di1ninislw:d. 
Y('llifcgonona1if1Hi111>esamc 
Shl: dic1~lonc.hcrdfath unkno"n 10 1h~ \\ ho u.., i1. 
lfschilling.lhc"iUingpanK:ip;misin lM:rdcalh 
,.hosuciioo,c-olc IKlt !hi: ka§l twn1- Whomouml farllic C3nh. no rnoic7 

Now1hl:c1nhnomon,c., i1!s. 
Onl)lfflffllOf) pcniSIS. 
Nolo\cNoncslayhC'rpaccfully1orni. 
Shelicsinsta1c.hcrloss1ooirca1tocon,pn..ii<,,nd. 
Nc-·cr101wllcn.hcrfound:l!ionshnrnptrllWlfflll). 
l kflP"l'•·c Rcad1111m~. wlkffshclits.w\\'hocric!if~1hcnrth, nomon:1 



l\·t.ushm.illows Flo.i t111g 011 WatC'r 

~timH l"ondttwhythcslyisgn,y, 
nslons.nc,bulold plaMetttpin,upondi.y 
lil.c1e11quiNly$Uolkiag icsprey. 

1',olightpaSKSlhrough thismtW><;"holyshcct. 
1111ppi11gthi:roldbvtgi>·ingoff1ht11 
1ha1ivi1nabumings..nsc:ofdcrca1. 

,\ ik~uion,,.nkso••CftK-ad-
""•'·).dark.lhtwcighto(kad 
mi.,cd.,jth,.orritslhal-fcd 

II) dif snsc: ""llich corninuousl) Dmabs 
1/lcfttlinJ.Thrn~niin(Oflln, 
bi11cr,and1hcbrainsucaimbs 

toth itsu!knncss. r1 isfodder 
101he scason. Arnl"hcni1clears.itsdaui;t,tcr 
is ab(wc; marshmallows fl oa1ing oo water. 

MIMmatlo-.-,ftoatingon,..itcrisitsappearancr. 
lhcbl~and "hitcj11>-lllp05Cdasthis d~ful b,:,.·a-qe 
Jfll'Cadacrou thi:11mosphtff.A liquid~ 
dcfyinggn,,ity. Frw.cn.lil.cafilmon~usc,. 

l1isbomofthegrey}'CI SOUnlikc; 
1lii.f!1ncuof,·1por,,·ictorious.thi:111ysdispcl'$00 
inopcnw1rnuh.prttipita1ingnolhingbutswccimotion 
ffldcomfon in1his ,·ola1ilcJtabi li1y. 



LlstC'nlng to t he Other 

Whydo ..·cs1ill takc,.lu.11hcysayas•gkm 
and (IIWSlion our o,,,n wh ~h " 'as tikm rrom us for rcpl81X'mmc? 
lt isnoroucn10Dlhm:iuiringcx1rac1ioftforfalscimpl:lllllll1ion. 
WM1istowonhyofimi1•1ion? 

Whyare ..·c10bnin""shcdb)·thcirignoranct',Wir am,pncc, 
thcirMnptniKM in incxpmmcc, 
on m•ttcrs,.·h~hdono1-mWm, 
Wha1grcatcrlnowledgt'dothc)•hokf'? 

lllatcit"hm!Mysay 
,.•.,..,f1llin1bchind. 
lkhiad"hal? 
Tlw "hich don OOI fit. 
li\.c1hcinfamousglo,·cbul"ithw1tlltlC'quinal? 
Whyclo.,.·cfo.tm? 

tha1ci1"hcnlhcy51,y 
wo1rcr101caJ)ilbk.n.otn:ady, 
ootstabk:,notstcurc. 
notpttparcd,IIOltlltrc)'d. 
Thm"hat.cwe?Notlhcm? 

\\'hydowclistcn? 
l halcil.,.hcntheysay 
1hcir.,_1 is 1ohdp 
whcn1hcyoffcrlkpc,ndcncc 
andill-adju,tedmodcls 
leav ing 11-J wounded, IOdimb a muuntain "'ilh our leg, 1ifd. 
Whydo ..clistcn? 

lha1ci1whcn1hc)' S11)' 
"''CUl' IIOtfflO\'ing 
andoursisnot pro,,cn, 

https://Whyclo.,.�cfo.tm


Usle ning to the Other (con!lntwdl 

thC)labctanddc:finc. 
arid usume a rommon mind. 
ll'h} do wcli ~tcn? 

And"ll<'ntheysay 
wccn-nthcplxc. 
,.,.fu1fillinglhedej.in1cdprophccy 
until11can:ootou.rs,:l\-cs. 
only a mere shadow 
11illwcstitllistcn? 



Ca1herrneShauqhnessy 

Move On Vaughn 

l l issodhislOnguc- in-ch«:k 
wi ll1 a fli rtyhal(.pou1 
andhc,~outLOpla)' 

l mo,·tdpap lka,·en 
and.100.di,·i~Eanh 
to please him 
ll(Hju~I for one night 

llcfflO\·edon (roo,me 
atsuddtnl)' 
asanoil)'i.h«n 
froo,aC(l(ll raindrop 

llis-nc.dinpwistitd 
lll)' ntn'fendinp111iltd 
hcl~ 
b)' m)' OWnha lf,doub1 

l hfflkd1hf:,,,clcoming " "3ffl;nasi&n: 
T"imelOGo l ~ 



(rystaf~l'WJ 

"Shadow· 

A~ hllunts 1M in mydrtanis 
l1eallsmynamtin,.,hispcml111:rtanis 
ltCOfflCSIOl<aralm)' biM:k'-1 
AMpu5hcsmclO(alllplfl 
hsuf!ocaesiM,.·hfflrmd«pns 
Alld,.aitsb nw: IO,;a;w->'~ihin& 
lloni,•ionnmtsnw,.·httl r malonr 
\\othirsfrttzi,\giouchthaltumsnwl0$10nr 
h(on:noutmybloodytQl'S 
And&rO"'S SU'OO&ff"'ithpassin3)'H,S 
ll- iton~·..-antsmylOIII 
lbt',,.hyi16igsad«ptrhok 
AJld mads my sonow iUid my 119in 
\\11hlighl11ing.thullder.anclthtni11 
Aillldowt1unt11Minthcnis)lt 
And"'ithmypraycnf.clcs1Mlis)l1 
l1gi,·n menightmares..-Mn l sk:cp 
hne,erfadnorbcoomcsweak 
Alld\\htnlun~almye l~~)'CS 
li:..~tht!hadowstill ahc 



[r/c Osbome 

Dcnlh oflhc Dove 

Andthusbme:athlhe,.·inlnfrost 
~ 1wectdo-.cdialaway 

llU1noQ<!Cmoumc<Jfor"hilwasb1 
,\ndnoonccamcio~· 

Thcpcai:cfol linkbod)'lks 
[)o,cayingifl!M snow 

tubcaul)'Wmrromourcyes 
As"·cattlcft"ithbonc 



La~ Lapis Lazu l_i 

My mind an Sl ill fed thosl: quict ,-ind$vazc 
WhCfl,--c-sailcdLakcLapisLazuli, 

lnthcfi'C"shmomlng,duringour lastdays 

Thcmellowing scasonlazily fadcs, 
Ourbrigh1you1hnowgonc,1im i<.lly agcd,yet 

My mind can sti ll feel those quiet wind~ graze. 

l m:allthisromfondriflcd•w• y 
Lil<c500!hingwa,·esfrommybeacheddaydrums 

ln lhefreshmoming,duringoorlastda)'S 

Whtfl)'OU$aid. Truclo1·eis•ghostmoon ligh1ing 
ln0Ufskcp.'andback1hcn l 1grttd. Hut 

My mind c;an still feel tho,c quiCI winds gruc. 

Whilcour ship sailedwc'din1-c-n1 childishdre1ms 
{Thcyfrozc inlha11imcandnevcr1ool.sccd) 

lnthcfreshmomingduringourlastda)'S, 

1'mroowpiningforth.atdistantmcmory; 
When we sailed Lake Lapis W.Ul i 

lnlhcfrtshmourningduringourla$tday.,. 
Mymindcanstillfcellhosi:quic!winds grue. 



De prh',1lio11 

Thc=knattatlarouncimc, 
inmy~ngmand 

inmy1ocs 
enllffl<krinsanddisltlffllbcringmy .... 

Thct11Ca1Xlwin1hc 
OOfflffofm)'C)Ulll:anc,rw,dand 
•·anishda)"ll. 

r,·tk-·lllitstrangttv.ith 
rachpauint;mouming. 

v.lfpingandsubmissioft.v.l'UlhingiRwo:. 

~1.etthrirC)·nhcdaruncd. 
thatthcyK'C'IIOl : andmakc 
1hcirloin1"1n1inuallyshakc~(r511ms69:2J). 

GodU.tmnthc~•nornings 

a,mvh:lndsbcgincobfnk. 

Ci>ilil),1a11ity.lhmr-a,thin1 
and~v.·i1~v.ba1 l mal.c,. 

Afrttdomandbl.a\ipl,cmyto~rall:111<:h 



~liss Wanderings, the addict . 

Thclifcof(hcapsit.·nyrings 
pursue, ser.·ileplasure. 

Sttdingsmallnibber)•rinp. 
aspmhrffmabsomsblxkcoffcerings 

lhllsoftmandscep. 
silk)asbumclbrow11$p0011S1ain,.. 

Affash.:andthmglossb«ameduH 
Thelnell.afadingmtrnol)'tarnishtd. 



The Jol1t1ri Construct ion 

7:30 in !he momi111. 
Joggingpastlhis0DnilNClionyanl. 
IM1p&111dic $tn1Ctun:'sloud,;oncn,niom. 
ireachthc-fieklsalldnoticc1...,..·oflr\'CS. 

Someared)'ingand ,.,m he refflO\·C'd. nc,·n l,.no,,,n. 
Olhcnla)clonnant,.-ailinafora•fiollllOlnffll. 
V.'hikthcriitcc->·ngrttnhcplhcirinhiwnaMgrccnnn, 
Theirtaknt,,.·ecoo ldncwrh1>·e. 

The llttS lfflk in their $11WI Ka of-uwy siill: 

The"-orl<enpouDd-inthtirrealityofhandworli; 

The professors enlighten in tlll:ir dawoom ofmocMnW)' llopt: 

The Sludcnt R'llia, in. prison ofpl')'Cllologiul IOfflM."nl: 

Some are d)ing and will be remo·•cd. 11e,·cr kno,.n, 
Othnslitdorman1"·1i1ingfor1hopefulmomcnt. 
While 1M cli~ e,·ergrttn lc,:p 1hc:ir inhurnanc grc,:n c,·n. 
Thcir1.1knH"t"ouklnc,·n"1nt. 



l:phem er.1IWls1,s 

M)' fingers. like pla:;iic chair•~P. 5ali<,nt among the scarml lca1hcr and 
crtutJ lhl,1clinc:h 1hcK hands. rubbcrly v,111pp.-d IR)Ulld the idea of 
~i.-alun1i l lhtpumpingsloYl--sand spceds..andsloYl'S111dflkh·rs. and 

""'""'~ 
Thc1lumlflum 
canftcMSlnderuagt$'. 
hc.vtbtauitscha=al. 

Thcmlooel 1umiblack. 
The can's hon brat. fn"m suc:king. 
pulllplptlt.ffltmn. 

Sud&nnly~lov,·, 
jalllldittptl)sloYli111 
m)inttmalbw, 

frtntlcd, Lcringc and 
rcgn:1.Shculls ...,.im pcrin g 
"HELPl"10myhopckssc!ld. 



C,111s llc Night 

poi,c)ns and("'1gll!landlhc 
ipliningbum innostrilandskin 

The~nre<tsonmypi/10\\. 
Thehom,dcss manslttps.ffa1andcon;u,c1cdonm)f\jg•• 
hisbags.Ofllanitcdandtimi1c-d.1signofsomcdesigncdlntm1iof!. 
AgapinJorifKct-1illand!ftlrin,:solid:l~1,·clll)"IOOfll - i«dinnigh!. 

-F;,,,.11)·.- I A). I "in:al li"Olnsiag.rmq·. 
Glid,ng,.,tht\'cl')lcifaroondme; ,\ 11 ,.indfrn-ingmcthis niJl!t 
~NncrJlcc-ping.notnc-ffunhol)· aml .-

A!lfflallround)'."hilcs1ripednig.ht.SQfflpcrinj. 
1,apf)fdalon11,.·allparallcl 1on1y c,·ilo,,,k,1cboon! "h,:,,•ls. 
"\\"c.an= lnl(rsttlini;:•l1tnlcuing.sogo!-
Sho:st.orfsa1mcandnc,cr1hemorc. 
o,,lys«min1 10cl'). 

lt-1u4kdi:-.tf)nip11. 
Rolxnt.o.."drs--ShnkHour.-fi,ili,cd. 
lsmcllmyhair110W. 

Shc-11mc, 
blantl).afrud.anF.,.and 
na1unll) untkrthcsamc,-a,;110USmoon. 
sun"ing,.i1hlhl1$1inkofhers. 

R,:alil)shcC\·ol,.cdfromnetbcrn-gions. 



.\JamSchromm 

Gorman 

Tlirtopoflhc:Ridg,,: Rout. 
ffll1S10ponlhcn:.lio,omev,h=c~ 
Ckdlo'shilt, 

\\1111tr'siq•griplwfilW1)•1ooscned. 
Ln,·inJ lheh(,peofft1a;ranc:cftauntingwildftowm.. 
\bnli Gr1sing lhe(lnQt: ••inlff pas1urd1nd. 

Puffy11uffslibcraledfront~·oonon,,,ood,~ffoatby 
lfflald;,._10ksnow. 
0,,tl,rir,.aylOKelhe"orld. 

........ 
ThrsrinJof hiJhpllcc,. 
Shonandftttting. 

Coldbrttzc1c1strippksof~bump1 inthcgra.sK1. 
\\'hilcflo .. crssurf th.: windwa,·cs, 
Undulat ing carih hokh 1way aga inst crmion. 

Thcperfumcdbn-c1.t~SSC'S. 
No,,,gcnl\t,nowgrabbing,IOddk<St)le,11)-our!.1:il1. 
Lr1tff11)'0Uknow,.Jio'1indlargc:. 

E.qkmc:spic,ulhe,.ind"sllissandchautr, 
Pinlfflllhe~O)-- likc-
And ..11ftingll"'tc'lhay-lhe.-.nia111,iccne. 

Thisi,lheck,,,y,_ja.$minctimc 
Bcforclheho!drylissofswnm«, 
1cw,.,,from llaclc1iUclf. 

Bcforclhe1ou1cdlandsc:apc: 
Cbts up fOI' sumtllCf, 
AndMl)thchOl'llload,arch,ppy. 



l'rose h,ucd on M,1l'k Rot hko's 
"White. Yellow, Red o n Yellow:· 

Thcdnan,hisS11ll-1lwproplc,inilfi~rullkp,ga.ChilJm1'<~ 
!apdan<;c1hcai1lcs ..11itingforn:lc,:1S<'.1kair('Ofl(lilionrrm:llcJWl 
t,.lo,,,)sound.Somcoocrough,.Thc1ltari1rt'd l~rt'dofCh3rlton 
ll c)IOn 'Jspooodippt'dinlMStn"bm}jamof!Ntmpiion.Sa,UI@ 
JO)lml ,=• is pwplc. ~1<1. RO!h~o•1 boo)· lpillcd hiJurminc. The jui<:c 
slui<:ing 60,,,l'l l"'a)' from 1M Wld.,J,.ood candklip 11111 ill JoJd:) m,ns, 
l11his,.~:1nps"hmildics'.' 

The butt el'fly 

1kbullcnfly·sm31!"ific('tl1COlor"! 
  

Stqucs,c~,.....,huWl(dandpun:bu1kpffl1c 
S11incdglass",th"inp 

l'hebuncrfty'sflcc,ingllmo,cl') Hill 
l'll just hl\'Cldrink111dgo 
lk ~ttpJhis,isitsbri<f 
Can:ful 10 n<••cron·Mla)' hi! wckon"' 

Thc , i,...,.1Mjad,;<Jfoti:1gc,rn!at,1"ithcn,·) 
facrs·•••)inf..n<,crgo,ngan).__tim, 
EanhrtlQlcd 
Whrcan·1,.cH>"I 



Mona l.ls.1 

Thtgr1);1.)illllining(lfllhe\..ou,·rc:lhe!oqlW't:5U!lOOndin111hci;lass 
dialnffld tatl'IIIICC ii I rcft~ing pond. l'\o@n ofmurists "~d.lle imo lhc 
br,pl ~ l~thombus. 

l,e,asmikbt)-OUrwnbttlb(lfl araill) <.b}-

ll1lt1flff hill.an ftcwb) O\CfJIO"ffinglhe Knsn.. l:ra afu,, era puro.C~tcd 
Ille llo-tring$Ul..n. the pigmrnt sui111.-d caml'!. 11M, paint pcrmca1,-J pioc 

c-nrdJ p"C11 bacl II pv,lm unrkrho.ll lighlsand "'"· L.ool bu! 
do1ft-1I. Knightl)·biic:k•I.Jlacb.. 

.\lummic, M.an:d ,·acoousl)" at fossilitcd viwtrS pa)ing lhicr last respi:,;IS. 
dail) Orkn11I Oll)'X oinlm(nt jirso,ucd amiquit)·. 

Ca,anou, kalls Mkd "itlt C'!IOffflOUS images. Subl,mc an. Visiorti !hat 
d•-vfol)va.mgulfedyou. 

Y011 ,.ercontltcraf1.K1gull11ndmcncl)"ing,roiliin;'fMJ,)"· \\'f!"'ilhsa!1-
cD.edf(lr1ndag<Jn).O-crwhdmingbctniy1l. 

Asmileisaspccia!mnedyforaninjuttdmindlndbod). 

The mcdusa h:iittd drifu,rs" siocws Uiught. Stninin11 apmst lhc •t»·ss·s 
dankrn;i,.. W,,·c,lic:king11n"fcct..Biding11tcirtimc. 

https://unrkrho.ll


Mon,,Us,1 (,onrfm,,.,JJ 

Tc1r,~1smik,. 
Oiblial an. Ari n:wunung ilorious fates and (c,i ,. TIit an,-_, ,b} 
dr1gon,.11mlc,ofpain1,avcmanlind. llC'f'OCS.Oc-moM..II.~~ 
faccsnod 1f)pro\·alfromoohig.h 

Smik.Godlo\·uyou. 

A small p11n1,ng hwtg ltthcml behind ,·d,·ct roptt. Nol •·~ imprnii•c 
among tM huge pmcl1.. Each mastcrpi«c fi lk<I with lmponam idcat. Jll'SI 
asimplcponnit. 

SmikandW,.«idsmiks,.i1hyou. 

Onloolcr, chafo 1ga,,S111H: n:stn.in1,. Looki ng 11 bu1 ~m;lps nol se1:ing th<: 
po,m1111.-dpo1"JOA. Couklth11b,:Leonardo? 

Some JICOl'le "carth,,,ir ,mi le lid I di,goisc:. 

Oid1hcl.ion 1fo1naiohi 1fonn ai,dmc'11ci1to anothcr?lk11nl!'hrodi1c?O,, 
i• lhi, simpl> .,, cmi,wm ntll'C~r·s spou<e rna,linga q11,1n.....,cn1ury? 

A~IIOUI (nuuru moddtd W1'Xf I 1hinl> •·cikd hndpittc. E>"' that 
..-Minuc Im msptt1 or simpl> mpl> sun~illllll:c. TM q•in1~ 

deni111Tgrin . 

AllurinH rec aloof lipJ. pantd , lightly IO ~-·cy. paSI i(kal of' CkSffl'C 
Tbc-Tu..-1nm111cr"s h111d1•"cp1001ha1,mirk1/l<JliftcJ1hclil.cnrs,ou1 
of obs.:urit)'. 

Smik - it'1W$ffl)lldbcillhingiodo..-ilh>ourhps. 

https://llC'f'OCS.Oc-moM..II


Mo11,1Usa "onlfnutdJ 
~Muandlhr..t,aenaossbo:dopartand11111btifla fan1115iet 10bring 
1h111111,i. LO the-. Tbefaint grttnba<;k odor ofcxploiwion follows 
thepopluponn.il. 

A 1mi~ m~kn the world go rou ,,d 

l.con.inlo wuld nc,·cr ba,·e rompn:hcmkd wllat this li11k painting wou ld 
bc,;omc.13u11htn1pi11.,.hydidhccanylhi1 pic1urcwithhimforycars? 

Asmilow.Q1mommt. butthemanof)' of i1WUM'C\,:r, 

https://thepopluponn.il


Soroh Brogrm 

A Sh1111le Cup o r Coffee 

T1tt~.Ilpu,tof•·IMi,,gup. Momiag 
Aller momma you mr my fa,·Ofite cup 
Wi1han1lluri11garon1:1:thfmakcr 
Comcs to lifc" ltcr thcwhirringgrindofbcans, 
A lima llpku urc,anunpn:tcntiousdrink, 
Al>ritf 1110menltOtnjoymycoffee. 

Youlootcomfoninisiningonmyroffee 
Tlble.'fhe,.·ayllqintaehrnm1ing 
y.rrtllyou,;u5'0ffllrilyi,,hand,adrinl 
Tomcrsittancla..d.m..11..-o-cup 
Minimum. En111Msmcl1ofyourbeam 
Is mouJh 10 pmuadc me 10 llw.t 

Asu.n to my \by. Out now )"OUrdrinkm makt 
Vou1110N,lhanjus1ord i11a,ycoffee. 
AGooglc s-:af'l:hforgourmclbcans 
Rclritvc,owr four millionsi1cs.Mon,ing"1 
Brewinh1cdbc)·ondjusi " b.atfillsmycup. 
Bt11tr1hln1"'gularordc,g.f drink. 

Nowyoulla,,·cbffl:mceo11«i1cd.adrinl. 
forCOMOthellt$.C'otfeeshcps.W,•IIWt 
Fancv111mnforlho:1iffsofyourcups. 
foo.Now,ptOplc<:antahacolfee 
Qu~ iodiso:n,, lhcir - pleasing mn IO rnmlill& 
On Swb1d;s' website. mnling ..hich bum 

lkslm1Hc h1htir an1..crs-calibratingbta111 
To1hepcrj0113li1yof1hedrinkcr. 
lfha,·ing11111oothor boldmomini; 
Orarobusiotfn,itystanmakcs 
AdilT=nce. I don't know. You'"'jul'I cofftt. 



ASlmpl~ eu,, of Coffee kM11tilH'd) 

Blt)a11'rcllN111Mmllling.b)·th,:a,p 
1-,dofbyclim.ic. Bcfon:in~. 
l:.splomsandtrai.ln,plheredyourhtaM 
Andlfffl!ObrilljtolhcNcw Worid.You.cotT«. 
Oncclind simply inArrica - not asadrink -
Tran1pl1n1cd1IIO\'er1hcwo,!d10 makc 
MQl\t),IWal.:rncdlOIS!JlngCSUn'smoming, 

l1you'~madcr,w,p)IITTIICtbeansorare1drink 
0.ly,~prmcdorbm,,'Cdinacoffermal.:.cr, 
Acupof)-c:.Ul\-.iabl)'..umymomiag. 

https://0.ly,~prmcdorbm,,'Cdinacoffermal.:.cr
https://1-,dofbyclim.ic


Th e- Revdiltion 

Thelon&,$1raightlincsoflhcbuildinp. 
Adrab1,.•o-ftOl)' ri~. 
ThcKdlya.,wn door txpoKS 
An1111inspirin1insiJc. 

lllec1rpc1rolocsouyc.inh: 
The1ilc,: 1 Jingy "hitc. 
Ckibnlhcdimand1111TOWhall 
ll)· anilicilllighl. 

,\ml and"hitcwipedcouch wilhin 
Siaina-:<~ 
Wulhcpllccm))'oun~siSICl"dlOSC 
ToC()nfilk thlitthc:wa,~nt. 

Thisscanlinane,,,-, Jisquie!cdmo-
C0111bi~<kligh1andfcar-
l'or thec.ruawaitin1 1his r0llni;1irl 
Ofonlytwcn1yyc:irs. 

v.,,..160 ·"1-'-



II01nestead i11g 
llo,1lon1lla,·c)'OObttntr1M1ing? 

Thism1kn 
l:lt•1:cn"ttksfrom"·htn ,.~lcftourhomc 
And Wtt from "'hm my husi-d dicl. 

l'm$ad 
Yourtro11blns«m,o~a1. r nlostafriclld 
Cht,.om>~lhlongthislong.hardpa1h. 
1'\ftn,1:kd00\ll·nand~Lthisp111hm-1imc$ 
thansbouldbc:1n,·elcd.Now. r monm) 1a.u 
,\ndfi111lway.l'mscnlingmysclfdo,.·n. 
gouomrland,-nulc. PbnninglOStt 
\\'lllllicanllllliafil.\\'hyclon'tyougobad,? 
"illoulamanaround.thingseo111dgctrough. 

\\r\rromrioofalOhtadbad.M)boys. 
TheyM(dabtttrrlifr. l llOp'IOfind 
l\cha11«forthcm10gro,.ninto1hcmi:n 
Thcirf11hcr,.a111001h~m1obc:. 

llow,.·as 
Your husb.100 losl 11o<l1 ~·our joome)· "c$1? 
lf)·oudc:,n'tmilldmcasLing.ma'am? 
Thccb;torsaida"'lffllffdicrwc"·ouW 
lklp.1Mdr)erair,.w1d~lic-.·chissympcoms: 
Ourop1ioM " 't'rt tWIKlcd h=lll home. 
Thcsymptomsofthct11b=ulosis 
Tiu.11K:·drontraclCdaf1erlhe"Y"'tTt 
Qnl)• IVO" ing WOIW SO WC dttidcd 
Tolc:•,·e11K:fam iliarforlhc1111knc:,.,.11 
\\'rlc:nourhomcinMa~h10hcadou1wcst. 
M) husbandffil l.our1wo$1'1J.llchildren. 
Our~. Virginia., "hen, our children IJ':"' 
Thcirfin1fc,.·ycan.1hcpla.cwc·d1.nownfor1II 
Ourl i,·n.thc pl;>«:ourfamity scillhcd. 
\\'clcnforsornc"hm:"c·donl)'hnordof 

https://iliarforlhc1111knc:,.,.11


llom es te,uling (,mrlfm,nl} 

Frornothf:n.,.hohadi-.lclhctnpbrfon:. 
WchldlOKllalmotllllweov,r,cd 
BttauK lht =·cm! "'"IJ!Of' onl) held 
A•·ff)fc,,r~k,.We,okl 
Thotablt.chairs. andothfffutnnl"1' 
Topa) ouruipacross1hcplaint. I kepi 
Gl2ndmo1h<-r"s 1c~•opassalong10 
M}chil,,l,n..bute-·n)lhingclKisp,c. 
Fore-n,·1111C.lc.-a,inghomc"·ashlrd.bul"c 
Wcn:tningio su·chi, lifc. Wcboughtthcfr" 
Artd llffikdlhingJforthc trip. p,w.~,:,J up. 
,\ Pdme11Mp,opkmal;ingjoumcys.100. 
AcrosslhepL1ins. Wconl)WCfflllfOIIP 
Of1cn 1hat kfl wi1h faith ofJ)l'<)mis,e - nc,..• 
Arnlbnghtcr l; fci1 ,..ha1,..c"n:tttlingW. 
n,.,..l)ICIOH ..ashard,ocilh.lohn.lha1 ..11s 
My hu~nd"s nm,ic. bl:caus,,: 1.., ud 10 !\"SI 
OrctsehOdcoui.)1- 1ikehe"d1,c,ws1op. 
llu1oncdayhcdid.Som,;,,IH,,n,inK111SlJ. 
,\ndnov,.m)· boysha,·cbur~1hcirfalhcr. 
As,nallanJ"-oodencroJsis1lt1ht1narl.1 
Hirn now. 

l lov, fOlUIIIO:lhc)'.)OUfChildmi.nov,".' 
They·o:allbutfourandl>Ql"cight.in~l=h. 
Wc"llmalcou,,.11) lol'ucblo.Coior.loo 
11,,11·1,.hcrc"O"'hcioldcdand,.heffwc"Ucnd. 
11·,,.·batlhtir fathcr" wldlaa\·c"anle<lso 
11·,,.1wl'mp!ld110do. 
M}bo)'J.ihc)M-cd 
Thochancctogro,<tomcn.ju1tlilclhclff.ot.crwas. 

https://Wc"llmalcou,,.11


)tnnl(erKirkland 

Grdndmil rrled;ls !louse 

Bosr~lfflllbplcll 
Buinow l!aLclhrmOUI 
AlldmncmbnlhthouK0111Mhill 
•oant11ofpitdrifl-..._ 

\\Ulmlonlrffltodilnb 
Alldllr.l.,.bnritstop;c-k 
Alldthtbr,!Jp0tJforhNkand!lffk-
l:lll:""'' didshcgt1iid? 

llcrhoew""Baplacrforfi.ill. 
\\rrlcnckof1rnnis.,"Ollqbal1, 
Pool,doll1.ar.d1 l ..l)'Spk:nt)'Ofswcc,1,. 
ffifllourflnlSlopptd.Wchi!IWlll. 

11oiM Iha\ hid bttri • p~·sroond 
!lttamc1bospilal. 
1flrgoodi$harJtoremombcr 
Andlhobadn>ytorccall. 

lo~"tf°'ifllMhospilal 
BNinthtli,ingroom 
Orhcfmorphinclnducod lauglll 
And ,u~hingl>trfadingbloom. 

Si1Cpmcd1,,,1).thcloouw ..-auolJ . 
ldro,·ob))nn1fla-
LC1110ntron.Slt1,.bnfin.1Hslilllh<R:. 
Butlmiucdourbiughta. 

https://Pool,doll1.ar.d1


ToMy Pl.!rlod 

J lla,·e101ellyou.Jcannotsi,nd)llOII 
Oh.bu1inffl)•f0rtits)'OU"illbe.,.w. 
l !'C'all)•haleaHiholinlephn,~ 
Ustd10uy811dmale)'Ollt111otorfuuy. 
Theydo..,.,.on;btt&lrfe)·ou..,•id!n. 
-MyAuntfloisineov,11.-thisisabswd! 
V.'hmm)aur11,·i1itsifs f..,..d,.·bmyou 
-v.sn- 1an1K:ipl1ey1)U(ckpanirrc. 
Oh,andtheslang -nodoobl mmirr.·cnled. 
l t.,.e)ou l>tanJ lhem:-on 1herag.-or"lhcn:d 
Ri,cr,-Ofmll)be"llla11imeofthemonth"'1 

8«8U$Co(you,00ttaltlonlh,fai1hfully 
forK>m\a)"S. INnl intofOfflf'Oneclse. 
l kllOW)llOl"n=onthe .. ,y .. Mn l bn=lkout. 
Andm)· brn.isbecomc.son,. 
l"mci1hC'rcry·ingo,·c1nothing,or 
Gct1inga11Jll}"because l c1J1"tfindmykcy1. 
Oh God, and the pain in my lo,.c,- b,,;k. 
Do yoo kno" '• soonctimts it ma~es me vom ic? 
Alld,lau:lyyou·,..,b«nsurpriiinamc-. 
l donnot l,l;c)l)W"SU1pirst$.V.'hycan"1 
Youcomethesamc:dayc,·C'l)' monthlikc)OU'rc 
Sllpp()S'Nio? 

Sothanb,1hanks11otformakinamc 
Acruy1111ux1tcdme"SSc-,crymon1h. 
h"s)"OUrf1ul1 l turabi!Chyc;o<"l")' monlh. 
And )"OUf fllll I Qll"I " "Cir "hite plnlS, you buwd! 
Youlla,·ca,.1)of":a11ting10 
1.ctn"fl}'VOM'l.no,o·youarc-. ;JN,UII,· 
Aodyoul'C'all)· n«dn"tbodwt. l lir.'C 
Affflinatheyat.-t"af)·lnow. Andyou~alffl) Ii.in! 
You"-w 111eurnplc?Tri~ucpl1Mcd 
aroundyouandyoura1:htdule. 



To My Period f<o,11"11'"1.1 

Ob).l,."illldm~dim:•• 
Alinlc•bcaJ,.,asllappyand~lic•_.al 
Tai«)ca.butU•'llonl)' -llfflC! 
ra1i.- ,.hlt,lsc?You1requiti:di~ing.. 
Tht•ilalolllffl•idllllnpOIIUDd~d1icLt11111J. 
llw•"C:nllpedl. 
lt"11ik•eari,,s1diapcrnlj•.s •·ilc. 
"dlldDl!fllri:ilwelhM)a.-, 
bo•;mcr,~-ns-·immffllffl0ftpk1Anl 
ArwJl.crp,ihc,tw\Jn,~. 
\\Ali r,·c bmi lr)'ing io say is: 
Gclit!Ogt'thcr!Bc,qulw! 
Ju11mncmbi:J.-
Somtday lihtr.i1ioo,.·ill bemillc! 

https://Alinlc�bcaJ,.,asllappyand~lic�_.al


llfeuiukrlh <'SUII 

thecloud1ustdtof1~11ow:tnlsll~ sun 
,olumir,()U!Clouds,folloftifo.thcy"'ould floal 
iswnrti,ey"Ollkl 
and1Jw:s,:,;olor$nr,nuscd1orun 
no,ll\ty"-=brighl"""C 
rosc,hadacrim50r'lhuc 
,iolacrou1 llov,,:n ..ore11>tirpurpltlilc~-alt>· 
hills ..·crc=cml,.ilhlhcirgrttaanitt 
lhM .. asbd'on-
bfforc,thcyfa,,ltd 
"°"'c,·m1i>t!l"ldmlll)SOf tl>tsunaretamisl>td 
;,·sallf:ickd 
11>tonccfMile,oil-· bunlmrd~•rotanddcca) 
shadc1ofblact ....,.,,.,, 
ho,,~•·cr)'0U"' ln1lOSCCi1 
this ncia1h-~clkhc 
i1oncc"Hbc:autifal 



\'ou • Me • ller l\lc • l.ove 

'J~y ~ )· in)·oure)·es1hcrebnm9ngrealfirc. 
Thehutof,.hichldmno11oaspire. 
J\·tgi,·myouup:admincddcfrat. 
llaw wukll N;,·cbmi soloslandwcak? 
Fomilingm} own for lo-.c oh fritnd. 
l h,rcplc!11yoftimeformyrour1gciom,-nd. 
Would going forward with f~ith in ffl) pctSOl\3l "cal1h. 
ll-1,t00$lmcsomu-hofrcspcc1form)SClr! 
lfcel!ikcaditt,anuttcrfool, 
\\'f>enallofmy hfcl',etricd1ob./cool 
l!ow<:ouldthisbetha11',•cgi,·cnyouup? 
h'1 JiMJ'IOllringthcwaltrou1of1cup 
A t11Pdw. "~ brimming and o,·m!O\'ing "'ith life. 
ln>1eadof,.11tcrlsv-11llo,r.td1knife. 
hfttls so ,.100gdttpclo...-n insilk. 
lklpm,:o:scapc;lju:.1"11nttohidc. 
l!i<kfromthcnnandthc ~himmcringrai,1. 
Wh) doc, this make me fed simple and plain? 
h"on'lbel011gnow 1ill)ou'n,h;i11dinhand. 
,\ ndl'll"·anlyousobadl'llcrytcari inthcsand. 
l'llcl)and l'llcl)' myf~ Sll ll)'ltlrs. 
A1 lhoarinmyhcadlaughtcrandj«rs. 
ldidn·1c-.cntry:thishappfflst,cry1im<, 
lhain'tc,·cnlhoug)11ofyouasmiM. 
My courage is broken; my im~gc ii Sl131tcrtd. 
lhadn'trrali,cdhowmuch)OUmattcrcd 



Untitled 

11<:11allttandSUOfllCI' 
Thannic. 
lhatchimc 
Notttlll). 
l'mscaml 
l' rnscam-d 
Can'1btta1hc ... 
llc'sfunn)IOOCUIC 
llu11>111for me. 
l lw,1ehim 
Notttall) ... 
l'mcoldandnMk 
c..'!rai:hmc 
Youb·,:,mc 
Notttally, 
I'm hiding 
rm dicing 
C:an'lktgo 
Youlo-,·cmi, 
lh<llC)OU 
Nol ri,~ 11) , 
Abuw: 
ll111notfrommc. 
Abu)'O 
lllllnotformc. 
A""• 
l fccl1hl:J>11in, 
A""• 
ll-lhrsllaiM. 
l li,muscluandbnms 
Toomu,:bformc 
I hate him 
1'.0lrcall). 
l'ms,:~d andhiding 
Can'tr.ndmc 
Ar.•11'11ooking 
l'mdidng 
Can'1bfn1hc ... 
l'msc.aml•nd l wam)OU 

Woa'tttllmc 
Youkn·eme 
NOCttll!)', 
Don'tlOll<:hmc 
Can'tS<:Cmc 
Oon 'tulmc 
c..·1rnalcmc 
l f«llhekn·c 
Noc really. 
l "antthclo\·c 
NOlrcall). 
Younccdlhelo,-.-
ea...·1r«1mc. 
Youwantth,:lo,c 
I'm loosing. 
Stt-
\\'i11cl!"'Jl)OU 
lkrc's hungcrandlonging 
1krc·s fca, 
Inside me 
!!owdidiln:~h111c7 
Oon'thclpmc 
r mdicina 
Oon't sa,·cmc. 
l"antbc 
lbck,.·c 
lfoclknc 
NOlmiU), 
l sceyou 
Oon'tlwottme. 
l "'Ml)'OII 
l)on'1h1111nic. 
C111'1foelyou 
0on·1~oowyou 
c.,·1 1i.ndyou 
!ksidc me 
Sc-d•ndaklnc 
\\'hml'm,.ithyou. 



llll"orrtboliJht 
la11Hlll)life 
nwr.tbc ..·ith)'OII 

l nr.tr 1hougJu 
lolllm) life 
llllldrnmsC0111dC01Mtrut 

[K',"trlllouJbi 
IUDlll)l,fc 
Alldlllt\·trn!Kdof)'OII 

Untitled 

Rwl)can)·ouc,·erfa1hom 
~n:11li1yofillu,i()II. 
YoucanT101cwn 1ry•1odcpic1 1h(, 
rari: and lx:au1iful piclur~ it displ3)J. 
Aln:ad) )"OU h,-·c found 1l1~t tiim 
has nomtaninKIOthcliOIII. 
Nc-trcanrouttS11ain1hcsoulfrom 
l»..1111:lhcU!apcofthatv,hi<;hitJo..·"-
C-,thistt11ll)~thtlifcgod 
ill,s chosenro,ul7 
Lhinson1~canhv,11hotbm 
is11ot1lv,'a)"iCII§)'. 
Alttht1inw=pt0ple:dttamofapba:~cantrul)· li,c . 
Ynyouu)tM!l:isnopba: 
!nv, hichv,c11ttnoc,;onfilltd. 
foyoua,w.l l frttdo!nh1udiffcmnn..-1111ing 
and1di1Tm:ntprkc. 



Ryan 

TIIEBOY 
Qukl)~expm.si\•e 

Smi1ingand11ughing 
Sw«1ly 

11.)'M 

TH ICMAN 
SU\IQ1y~1shy 

~-msanc1 ... ,iting 
Confidcntl),,~ 

TIIESOLDl[R. 
l'roud)"Clmcn;iful 

Figluin&andli•ing ~-
i\ lh-ror 

Mim>r.mirrorin)OllrC)fl 
Rcftcc1inge-el)'lhing1ha1)·0Uikspisc 
Loot.inainlhoKholio...· pru; 
Thm,'sasoullwempiinru. 
n....,;,nobeing.juJ!ashctl 
Nothoup!IOhavmoriohcll. 
YouUnnosc,lf: )·ourcfl«1 "hai)"OUSC<: 

Pk asedon'111,m)'0Urc>·o:sonrne. 
TakinglMinlaCt":robbing1l1thoughl 
This males )'OU exxl'I)· ..-~c you·n: noi. 
Titcn, ;, nOt futuN'; )"OIi h~ve no i»Sl 
Thou1h1you..,·rm,buihlllldmadciobst. 
\'ou p 1hcr ... tw's arourldyouandlllcicfor,ourO"n 
Youan-1pcrfcc1porccl1indoll.1ba.ndor,,:d 1ndal011c. 

fJ'.,.. l(i() • ~ 



The Boy With the Pen 

Thm )'Oll si1-..ithpminhand. 
T\inkiriJto hardldon'1undmtlnd. 
Ho,,an ~011 doitv.ithywrspiri1 so fn.-.,? 
\\'Ja l thinkofyoudoyouthinkof....,? 

Y<1111oot,0 6dcpinlOOl!g)l1. 
l.oolil!g l'orlht-..ord1 )"0U·vc1011gh\. 
YMt,ro., i,-..rinUedony,;o.,rf.,;c, 
\1yJnn iJ bno!ing Uinst il1Cllk'. 

,·o,i-..ri~)OUl"Wlr) .pom,,llrpla)'. 
h•4-opy,,.,. pmllldlhereit~, 
lp-,ilili111y $h».ing hlnd. 
l ll)10JMill0 )"011.but\c:an'11Wld. 

llool. 11 )-ou withatnry()·•. 
1111-. io run: I'm goingcoc,-,. 
tdrop1hcpcnon)·OUrdesk. 
lf«l •s if l\·cfailcdai.,st 

Youdon'llftmlOnoliccm~aroguishinsic. 
A, ldanwthcdoorlookiinglOhide. 
\\))doyou folloY.·mcia~·betticsui,:? 
Allihow \"111 l"ttling.and rn kll)-. MLrai.,.~ 

,·ou lhinkthatyou·,·cdonctoll!Clhinghorriblywrung. 
As lmoniall)(jbOlethclincsof1 $011g. 
Toc1lrn1hcnish.1oooolmcdov ..n, 
lpla)v.ilhmyllair,..,loagandbro\o.•n. 

You look 11mc;llookat1hclloor. 
l'mt')ing cohi<kv.hatlcan'tignor,,. 
You liftm)chintolookatm)facc. 
M)hclnis r-.cing 11af1$tgro-..ingpa,;c. 



Th e BoyWllh l.he Pen frontfnufflJ 

Youuyton:adthcem01iooinmc,, 
l'm!ilrtiin1toLaugh: l lhinkyou"'Oll'ls«. 
1'hchean.,-ipingpainmdlll<ml1imidt. 
Of1heiMQCrn1lonlha11'm1ryini:tohidt. 

Vouholdthedooropcnas l walkput. 
Vou'A'surh1grn1lmizn.so)"Olll'll&ndcha51e. 
Wesi100Yi·nyouoontin~towritc, 
Jknowllll1J'vegi,-ccnyou1fright. 

As ...,,econdsand minutntitkb)~ 
r1111fflibl)losl:lktoutasigh. 
I'm lhiM.ioi1right,_, ~I 6oci'1fccl1C10bript~ 
Asl,.·1itcy011lll(lleandf'olditup1ight. 

I feel I light i,p; you'n _,, what r ,-cc don<. 
l hand)'OOtheno1cboforemi$11itin&5"''0II, 
Vouunfold!hcpapcr with 11 ddica1ccan:, 
A11dn:1d !hroogh1hc1>0Lcas l wistfu llys1an:. 

Whlt1tt)'Olllhinking?lun·1c-,rn1uni.. 
I A'ally b0pe IN\ ~w·11 say.')~~ 
Suddfflly.youLaughat"''"-llhtDCURlid. 
l uaftcl.ychtckslfO"'' iilcmlit>l)·rtd. 

~q11n1~";nn'1hard:,.ha1,.itlyou,.,~...,.t,.,? 
t lile)VU.do)"Olllikemc7 
Sofoldme1noumart.«lycsorno. 
Please: 1tll me. I lleftl 10 know, 



Camdia Sonchez 

One 

Thatis"hlttlus 
J'«ling[ill(fel1Xwas)somoch 
ll'hen the tMh did no1 speak kioomough 
Youoouldhlt,·c1rtat«I~ 
Likea nobody 
1\ndSlillldidnoc1ttall1he 1wfullhingsdoneiomc... 

,\ll l saywassomcbody1h11 
l.ornlMc 
8utnow l .1tt1N1thiskn·ehasfaded 
Th31thiskn·eisgooc 
Toonlylea,·cme(withnothing) asonc 

The Encl 

lnthcEnd 
WiltyoucHrkno"· 
l\ndifyoudo 

Y.i ll lh.,rl.camiol.etVouGo... 
Doesthismcanourlo,·ewillnolongcrgrow 
Orwi!lthisdistanccshow 
llo111·muehourlo-.·ccangrow 
Andfrom1hiswin lk1m 
TNtroomancr 
Ho,.· rarorncar 
Vou,.illsiill~h= 
Nc.irtomyhcal1 
Andnc,·er~lpart 
For l..o..-c"·ill 
l'rolec1 Vou 
Guid<=You 
Until~VeryEnd 



l amj11St1Jirt WI isv,hai they all A)' 
l doll(llknowv,hallo\·c1n,lyis 
So(1dlmc)Wh11i1lo,·c? 
l!is"hcn)"(HIClll 01SIOplhinkingofhim 
(So)Whl1i11o\e? 
Tell rM because (I think) my hnrtju\1 $kipped I l,.,11... 
Justlhinkingofhim 
Whal)"Olle&nSttmayb.,blindwmc 
Wtw )"OU migh lliinl ohs to.·c. I nu.y sec doffffffllly 

lam jusi1,:irtthatis,.N,1theyaUsay 
l duonotl.Mv,•v,N,11o\c1n,Jyi1 
So(1c11inc:)V.1iaislo-,c? 
lsit"'~)'OUClll'lstoplhinl..ingofhim 
(So)Whllislo\·e? 
Teti me b«ausc (l lliink) my hurtjw slipped I beat... 
J11st1hinl.in,:ofhim 
(For) 
So wlllt is lovc?Can wha1 I fc,,1 foq'Qu t,., kr,c ,..hen 
Wha1 1heyscc m•ybe hlind111mc 
Bcau,cv,hatyoounscc ....,yt,.,blindwmc 
What you might lliink ofas Ion. I ma,- ,cc diff=nil) 

lamjust•&itlthatisv,lwthey1ll$1)• 
lcbinot"-' "lw lo'lt lnll} is 
So(1cllmc}v,ha!i1io.~ 
lsit,.hftl)'OUCan'tuoplhinkingofhim 
V.'ha1islo>c7 
TcllnM:b«ausc(lthinl.:Jm>·hca1j11Stskippcd1be11 
Justlhinkingofhim... 
Soca11"hl1 lfod foryoubclo,·cwhen 
whallf..ilmaybeblindtothc:m... 
\\'hcn,.llll lf..ilforyouisincistftll 
(They1cllrM,.ha1 l f..ili1impossibk) 
\\'ell ... 



Thrys,1y._(ronlln<1nlJ 
hlliilk.._,.-1111-, miplhiru.ohskJo.c 
11112J's«diffrmu!y 
OR 
l•j111prllNl11 •lw~all~) 
l6ono1know " h11lo,·c1rul}iS 
So>Orllac)•Mtitbi·e'I 
l!il"hm)'tlUCan·1S10plhinkingorhim 
\\hatislo\c1 
ffll•btawc(I lhinl.)ffl) ManJUStM.ipp<'d a beat 
Ja111tun~ingofhim. 
'ioca11,.·hat l fttlfor)'tlllbckJo.,·c "hrn 
\\hal~ICCma)bcblindtomc 
llhcn"hatlf« l fory<)U 
To1!lclllisiaugU) 
\oNoNo 
lllisclllllOtbc 
I u.,,,,,1 lo\c ~w 
AndWtisall lhatis tru.,m mc 

lamju11agi,lth11is " h~lthcy1l! say 
ldo11011.nt,v,,.lwlo-.c1nil)it 
So(ttllmc),.h111is\Q,,e'I 
lsi1whcn)'Oll~ll(IS10p thinkingofhim 
WlmilkJo.c? 
Tcllmcb«auK(l 1hink)my h<:artjusiski!lf)(d1bc31 
Jusithinl.ingofhlm... 
Socan,..lllt l fN:l fOl"~'OUbck,,·c"hcn 
\\'hat1h~)"S1.:t ma)·bcb\ind lo 11•~ 
\\'l,m,.QllffflfOl")OU 
Tothnioisimagi=) 

-~ 
~~WM..l!!~ 
(I 1hink thal ,.-Ila, they Mis:hl tltinl of,u ic,,.v 
1...,,•1,u d,ffe,.,,.11,-) 

https://d,ffe,.,,.11


D.irkncss D,1rkncss 

DMl.nc:sslMIIOS 
Comc0<1Light 
l>zrl.MSSDarlnns 
Oon"1gi,·cup1hcfigh1 

(Oo<IOlenJthegood,..,i inm) life 
Corn., in Ind IC!~ $him: 
Uonotdi~1theli¥)1tJhining10brig.ht._ 
Forif)ougi,cup 1hcfighl/ 

Oa.rkrn,.» IJ>tlncn Comcon[inl l.1ghl 
lluiJlfM°""""'" 
l)oo"cgi,·cupthcf"igh1 
Oari.11f1-S0arlnns 
Comci,,andk11Jhinc 
O~rl.ncn Darb,c,n do"°' dim the tig/11 (Jhinin&so brighl)... 
l·orir)oodomy 10Ul"1llbcnolon~• 
lkc.WlclOJUn·i,·c 

https://Uonotdi~1theli�)1tJhining10brig.ht


,\DdyORAO'he)Cyde 

-~-tbti,,:ig)H 
\lilOllc'll',)INno1110tt L~ 
-"11ml}~ro-.·ffllhcCbluc,)§l.y 
Thn!Un fXp,.)Sl'liwirradianlJigh! 
llllno <1,0ttu•·il/1At11"'/:ld"'tht dy 
1u,.,.,..., ,1,t di,rkdJ' 1t/ght 

S:111N,..111intolhtNight 
\I.Jo.c.\j'm(\1.o-Light 
Soddcnl) ~ro-.mlht(blue)$1.) 
ThN iaBnpok tht-ir DdilDt siglu 
•••-willdlt Jd t /o,.,1Ar sA1 i11/,.m1...,,,,.1q:1i1 

~t<c.ipiftiilllo th,:NighL 
\ loo!i npoi,td-,- 1.ighl 
SlldJ~I) OukncS$ «l\'m thc (blucJ sly 
Thc,,sw,;np,osctht-n:f2dWl1sighc 
f/ 0/111Q,...,nrr,.·ll/1h"'1,A·~Ay:lo"' 
ln1~r rnu \•lunti11ou)·lii:h1 

1\ndlca-·eoo l) lht li&l11tha1wuuld soon no1le1goor~••• 

S.ncaping iatolhtNight 
~fflup!.lkdnonwn Light 
Soddnil)·Datkncssco-mW(blue)sl,;y 
lht11Winc.,posc:1hm:radian1sigl,1 
6t«aowenu,Wt&r4ert,6rrf.,,1rL form 
tnw 1&c,u)fMminmo:lirM 

https://i11/,.m1


Otwst ions tln,1nsw<•rt>d 

Somijchoomi mind ... 
,\1111gh1lcmno1sltq, 
Thinlingaboli1ha1 
hashappn,cd 
inmil,fc 
11·1u, r i.a,cs«n~ 
Who l ha,~lo,w? 
Who Jh3,·,lonS"dtok,,·e? 
And"ti.(or"ho)l\\illSCC? 
Now l b)do"nlOn.'SI 
lloprrg1ha1101norro,, 
f ,.itlant\\Cf!,orneof1hcs., 
~.sl>INI$ 
lh;,la} in;innt)hcad 
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