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The NPHC was founded in 1930 at Howard

University. According to the NHPC, each of the nine

organizations (“Divine Nine”) evolved during a

period when African Americans were being denied

essential rights and privileges afforded to others.

Racial isolation on predominantly white campuses

and social barriers of class on all campuses created

a need for African Americans to align themselves

with other individuals sharing common goals and

ideals.
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